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INTRODUCTION 


CLARKS COUNTY IS OLD 


Sasth saree . San sey : : st tensy: ag ty Eas ‘atc Fas | is 


Clarke.County, Alabama, contains the site of one of the largest 
tavslas aver foucnt between the white man and Indians on American 
soil. It can claim a "white man" history all the way tack to 140, 
ceing one of the first areas explored by white men on the North American 
continent. It bas had one of the steadieat sources of inccme of any 
county on the North Amerisan centinent, for its pins trees heave teen 
& means of the sounty’s livelihood frem i912 to the present... Today . 
Clarke County, ilabame, is. ths major pine producing area-in the Gulf 
States region, its pire imoer, war, piteh and turpentine bringing 
millions of. dollars anmrally ints the county. Is has the secom 
largest tract cf *mar-virzin® long leaf yelicw pina in the world.) . 


ae = 4 we Br an ek = ~~ + Ses 
a eal ae Ref Set ea ee 7 Soe - a = = ae z 


l, Fifteenth.Census of the United States, Agriculture: Section. 
This tract is now owned by the Scotch Lumber Company, Inc., Fulton, 
Alabama...I$.is the oldess lumber company in the Gulf States with con- - 
tinuous cperation in ons location, Phis company wes founded in 1892 
by five Scotchmen from Fulton, New Yorx. 

Mr. W. 3. Garrington, Sr., and associates acquired the comcany in 
1836. lir. W. 3. Harrington, Jr., the president and gonsral mamzer of 
Scotch Lumber Company, Inc., at the present tims, states that his ccm 
pany owns the larzest tract of timber land in Clarke County. This 
tract of timber includes ons hundred and fifty thousand acres, This 
Company also cwns the largest near-virgin tracts of yellow pirs in the 
Culf States region. The ccmpany pays in wazes and salariss to their 
employees ons million five mmdred thousard dollars per year. inter~ 
7.3W Wish Ye. W, 3. darringson, cr., om Maren 10, 1952, as Pulton, 
Alavama. 

Judze Albert Sidney Joimson of Thomasville, Alabama, is the larzest 
individual land owner in Clarke County at the presems time, He has 
firteen thousand acres of timber land in the county. Intervisw with 
Judze Albert Sidney Johnson, Thormaville, Alatam, attorney-eat=-law, on 
Juiveiw, 1953. 





(Footnote continued on next paze.) 


CHAPTER I 


CLARKE COUNTY BARTH 

Clarks County is shaped like the head of an Indian arrow, 
pointing straight toward Mobile Bay, ore hundred miles south on the 
Culf, Two.of the county's three sides are river water, The Ala tama 
niver bounds the east side cf the county, the Tambizvee River the west. 
Tasy merge at the tip of the triansle to form the Mobile and Tensaw 
Rivers, whioh flow parallel to each other into Mobile Baye The cen-. 
tral portion of ths county, like an arrow-head, is hichest. near the 
center, rising to an elavation of Your hundred feet above the river 
level.®- at.some period in the sast she ocean covered the hizh center 
ag well as the sides of the county, for imbedded in the eevee and 
rocks throughout the county are salt water shells, Limestone is ths 
principal rock. Because the rocks are so mumercus it hes been able 
to furnish Clarks County with many reminders of ths huge, terrifying 
monsters that at ons time roamed over Southwest Alabama. A find on 
the Clarke Comty plantation of. Judges John Gs Creagh, in 1834-1355, 
(nsar Suggsvilis) attracted world-wide interest when it area ed 


a Se 


1, (Comtimed) The second larzest company in Clare County is 
=3 Cogle Lunbsr Company, The founder of this Company, Be Ae Cozis, 
Te, Cezan operations at Alameda, Clarks County, Alatara, in 1917, 
the headquarters for this company is now in Themasville, Alabam,. The 
Conary cperates two mills and a planer mill, producinz 40,000 tearg 
feet of lumber per day, or enourzh to build two avsrazs size dwellings, 
This company has lar-e tracta of timbered land, and ?arm and sasturs 
Janc3, in Clarees, 3 


3.” et 


sAarenzo, Wiloox, and adjoining counmtias, Ths Cozgias 
ars insverested in reforestation and selective custing. Interview with 
ir. od. Ae Cozle, Jr., at Thomasville, Alabama, on April 9, 1552, 


Cs S. Yaldrop and L. Cantrell, United States Levartment of 
- > —_——— 


s 
Asriculture, po. 1-33, 
oa: athe rinte cil 


remains of giant mammals called Basilosaurus, or "kinz of the 
lizards"; ard an even more important excavation was made on the 
plantation by S. B. Bucklay, in 1842, which unearthed the skeleton 


cf a Past losaurus with a pumsuenres Soe ee extending to a lenzth of 


Rte tive foot. 3 

Cther Alabara counties on the site of vhese ancient monsters? 
roving are Marengo and Wilcox, on the northern and northeastern 
coundaries of Clarke; Monrce ane Paidwin Counties on Clarke's eastern 
and southsra boundary 3 and Washington and Choctaw co Let ep cn Clarke's 
western vouncary, Within these cvoundaries Clarks = seven hundred 
gOS iy oh 1 thousand bai Enadred forty aes or cpproxizately 


twelve pantres sixteen Eaoare SEES. Arrow-shaped Clarke County's 
ee isngsh, north ts aoTan, is SEAte Putrymats miles ie 
extrene widsh in ths oe acess shirty-aiz miles. Five of ita 
oteeks Plow tus the Tonbistes Siver on the west: the ‘Fasht, Salitpa, 
vege sons pe cae es and 1 Bassett; eae six « Gs we oreeks flow Ace 
the Alabams aren on oe east: ths ela Figien, Rudy, Seginore, 
poder and < sors BAL. Ei = high mide portion of ane county, going 
ag it — from north to south, says within “rs Ps oe ioe of 
the Alabama Fiver on the east side througheut the lenssh of the 
Coumty. The extreme top of this ridss varies from being a rather 
oroad Piatetop alonz seme parts of ths ridzs to extrem, alnos+ 
Sharp narrowness in other sections, The crainase of the upland 
rections of Clarke County i3 for she ness Fars sxcessi7e, erosion 
ee 


S$. Clarks County Democrat, February 12, 1955, 
oT a ae eee oS 4 ik eacledadas 


4 
presenting a general problem to the Clarke countians in these areas, 
Clarke County's bottom lands are for the most part along the banks 
of many of the tributaries as well as along banks of the rivers, and 
&3 a result are often poorly drained. Progress is currently being 
made ee the cultivation of these previcusly marshy areas. 

Clarks County hag an ideal olimate Por reorsasion and work. The 
resan temperature of its winters is above the freezing point, and the 
occasional cold smaps, as well as the even more occasional snow falls, 
are usually of very shors duration. The Culf winds modify the ten= 
perature of the long summers ty holding down the three hottest months, 
June, July and August, to an averace temperatures of eighty degrees 
Fahrenheit and then cooling of? the sumer nights, Fainfall is 
fairly weil Apogee papey anc is sufficient to insurs pcod vistas of 
all crocs suited to the recion if the soil treatment effactually 
conserves moisturs, Heaviest rainfall occurs during ths winter 
months, but short periods of drouth sometimes occur during the grow 
ing season. The last killing frost tn spring generally ceours in 
the first pars of March, and ths first in the fall homer ths early 
part of November, 

Humsing and fishing have provided susterance and pleasures for 
Clarke countians for the past century and a hal’. Teer, wild turers 
and fish still provides common sport for the hunter or the Pisherman. 
Clarke County's deer and turksy ranzes ars today considered forsnost 
=f one Sas, 

Corn, oats, wheat, rye and potatoes, a3 well as cotton, were the 


first settlers' most common crops, and gmnoush livestock was raised to 


5 
supply local needs. The valley lands wers the first to be cleared 
and put under cultivation because these farms were the moss fertile 
and the rivers afforded a convenient outlet for the forest and farm 
products... The heavy forestation of the county's uplands ims served 
to impede cultivation of these areas. Some of the mores steeply 
rising terrain has also deen an re coin 

In the early days no fertilizer was uzed in ths vroduction of 
cocvson and when the yield began to daclime the old fields were aben- 
doned axd so lands taksn in. Also, like most of the cotton area of 
the old South, the terdsrey to svecializs in cotton resulted ina 
cecrease in the production of subsistence crops, Ag a result, the 
demands for subsisvencs crops in Clarke have gemerally exceeded the 
supply.- Until a few years-azo-this was particularly na of the 
iongeresettlec sections of the county...In these older sections one= ~: 
crop farming was practisec almess axtirsly. Recently erso rotation, 
as well aa cattle raising, have invaded these older commmities,. In 
fact, Clarke's more progressive farmers ars now practicing a diversi- 
fied. form of agriculture and, in addition.to raising livestock, they 
are growing such crops as cowpeas, peanuts, vslvet and soy beans. 

Alshough cotton is grown on all, or almost all, of Clarcs's soils, 
the yield has always been best from the heavy upland areas. (Cn the 
more sandy soils such diseases as wilt hava served to impede srowsh. 
Ths diffieulty of srowing cotton on the lowlands has often been dus 


to 2xeassivs crowsh of weeds and the failure of bolls to métnurs,* 





4, Poids . Be oe 











8 
The forests include longleaf and shortleaf pine, spruce pins, various 
species of ocak, hickory, beech, sweet gum, black gum, cypress, maple 
and poplar. 

Clarks County earth consists of twenty types of soil which in 
many aeetione are hizhly productive. Corn acreage ranks next to 
zotton and is grown on all soils in the county, the larzess yields 
being on the bettomland types. In the interior it is often produced 
on the poorsr soils. Peanuts are frequently planted with scorn, and 
after the corn is harvested, hozs are turned into the fisid to foraze 
on the mits. Frcrk can te produced very oheaply in Clarks and if 
properly mazmazsc is a very profitabis source of income to Clarka’s 
farmers. 

The: lami west-of Clarksvi1iay= southwest! of (Crovellla Ti ania tae 
a fow miles southeast of Jackson is comprised of soil know as Norfolk 
Fins Sandy Leam. This tyce cf scii makes goed cotton creps, corn, 
swoet potatces, and sugar cans even though considerable fertilizer 
containing relatively high percentages of nitrogen ard potash is 
recdsdstariatacttesete the soil is gray to browmishegray in color 
and it remains coherent wiless thers is an abnormal amount Sri rei b= 
fall. This soil near the Seerate is light though it tecomes slizhtly 
compact at dsoths ranging from sight to twelve incres,. The subsoil 
is a heavy, fine, sandy leam to a fins sandy clay of a yellew color 
and is lisht in structure. This type of tarrain i3 usually of a 
>olling to slishtly hilly ‘rind and can te found in smaller areas in 
the upland rezicn in addition te the larger argas around Clarxsvills, 


Groves Hill and Jackson, 


7 

Tho land between Thomasville and Wim, and.also the land a faw 
miles northeast of Jackson, contains large areas in which the.soil 
is grayish~trown in color and is medium to ocarse ae to a depth of 
fron ten to twenty inches by a deep-red loamy sand. Smaller arsas 
of this so-called Orangeburg Sand type of soil can also be found in 
sae udland region of the county, for the tyse usually occupies sloves 
teside small streams, though occasional areas are found on Isvel 
uplands, The draimes of this Orangsburz Sand type o? soil is zood, 
owing to ita rolling topography and open structure, Sweet potatces, 
Irish potatoes, strawberries, beans, sey, cabbage anc almoss all 
kinds of scot crops do well on this rind of soil. Its forest growth 
consists principally cf bisckieack and serud cak and lonclea? pines. 

In the northesesterm pert of Clarzs County-as well as in the. 
southern pars of the county's small -stream arsas there iste tyze of 
soil the surface of which to an average depth of ten inches-is gray 
to slizktly trowntshegray in color and consists of fine to very firms 
sand, I¢ comtains in places some small quartz: gravel and iron con=- 
cretions. Pale~ysllow is the colorof the subscil, which-runs-tes 
depth of thirtyesix inches or more, the ysllow tecominz mors ee 
nounced with depth, This soil, known as the Norfolk Fine Sand, is 
easily cultivated and responds readily to fertilization, Pair yields 
of cotvon and excellent ytelds of sweet petatces ard sugar care are 
secured whsre this soil is fresh or whers barnyard manures ard cemer- 
cial tartilizers hays been anvlied. I+ 13 4a tyne of geil esveciallt-, 
adapted to the production of suzar care for a syrup, both lizht in 


color and excellent in Plavor, hence readily mrkstable, Waterrelons 


8 
and truck crops also do well, especially on the mors level areas where 
the moisture conditions are favorable, The principal forest growth 
on this type of soil consists of longleaf pine and scrub cak, with 
some dogwocd on ths slopes. 

A light-gray to grayish-brown celored soil, known as the Crangs= 
curg Gravelly Sandy Loan, occurs mainly along the banks of Passets 
Creek in Clarks County, thoush smaller arees of this type occur in 
une vicinity of the streams east and south of Greve Hill and rorth< 
west of Jackson. This light-gray to grayish-brown soil varies in 
depth frem six tc twelve incke 3. The subsoil is a red sandy clay 
lcam to trick-red leam, becoming somewhat compact at twenty to thirty 
inches. Strewn over the surface of this scil and dissemimted through= 
ous she soil profile is an abundance of gravel, mainly of quarts, . 
Quarteite and chert, Smell arsag with iron concretions on the surface 
Occup om somes of tha kmolls, Az a rule the Oranzsters Gravelly Sanity 
Loan type ef soi} occurs in areas too rouzh to cultivates, but when 
seeded with Bermda grass and clover makss excellent+ pastures The. 
broader ridess frecuently contain small, rollins areas well. suited 
to general farming, The forest growth on this soil consists prin- 
cipally of cak, hickory, lonclea? pine and shortlea? pine. 

In tne vicinity of Netsleboro, Tattilam, and McVay in Clare 
County there are larcs areas in which the soil is gray to scayish= 


troewn in color and has a sandy loam texture dowm ta a depth of from 


eiznt to ten inches, This soil is known as the Cranzsturs Sandy 
Leam. Ita sucseil is usually a red sandy clay, Srall quartzite 


gravels are occasicnmally found on stream banks ruming throuzh this 


3 
soil, and in ercded area, Cersrally, the topezravry of this type of 
soil is rolling to hilly, and many sharp ridges with sseap slopes 
cocur, though sometimes they occur in the middle of more lavel areaa 
upon which geod farms exist, Much of this type of soil, however, is 
ssill in forest, the srowth consisting principally of blacktack and - 
sorubd- oak, hickory, and longlaa? pire. Ths Orangsbturz Sandy Leam 
type of soil is adapted to cotton and corn, since the soil is well 
drairad, thouzh in the more rolling sactions drainaze is often excag- 
sive, the run-off being so rapid that srosion becomes a serious 
proolem. 

Cn sop of thse troad one of Clarks County's north-south central 
divide, in the: vicinity o? Grove Hill ani Coffeeville, and betwen 
these towns-and Jackson, lia larce areas of tana where the soil is 
known as the Orangsburz Fine Sandy Loam. Ita surface. goes from gix 
to Swenty-four inshes in depth acd has a grayish~brown color with a 
fine sandy loam texture which becomes heavisr with deuth, The gub< 
soil is red or brick-red to orange-red fine sandy clay. irom son= 
cretions in larzs quantities occur-on the surface and bet=ser th... 
surface soil and the subtype. Ths sopography of this land varies. 
fro ae: rolling to slightly hilly cr rough, tut in laces whers 
she land appreaches a fairly levs? surface ths contant of the clay 
is inclinmsd to vack after heavy rains. The forestry on the Cran-=< 


Fine Sandy Loam includes lonzlea? pine, oak and hickory. This 


bur 


Just north and northeast of Coffszevilla, as well as ina fay 


small arsas in the sowshern pars cf the county, is a tyne of soil 


19 
called Ruston Fine Sandy Loam. The surface of thig soil ia ray in 
color to a depth of from eight to ten inches. The subsoil is reddish- 
yelicw. fhe soil,usually moderately rolling to slichtly hilly, is 
considered a productive type soil for crops. Its forest growth con= 
sists of longleaf and shortleaf pins, post and blackjack oak, and 
hiskorye 

A type of soil that is kmown to Clarka’s farmers as "red table- 
land" soil is zsologically called the Greenvills Leam soil. The towns 
of Jackson and Grove Hill ars situated on this "red table-land,” and 
somewrat larzer areas of the soil are found in the vicinity of Caines- 
town and Gosrort.e This "red table-iand” is one of the most preductive 
Soils im the county and greater cart of it is in cultivation. It igs 
planted almest-entirsly im-eetton, corn and Porags creos, to which it 
seems better adapted than to truck creps. Numerous small areas ef 
thes Greenville Loam are forested with longlea? and shortleaf pins, 
cak, hickory, and other deciduous trees, ) 

Fetween Thomasville and Campbell there is a large land area of 
soil known as the Susquehanra Fins Sandy Loam. Smaller arses of its 
gray to reddish-brown surface can te fourd in the southernipat of 
Clarks. FEelow its six to ten inchss of gray to reddish-brown surface 
is a heavy, stiff olay subsoil that ig red in color, The texture of 
this subsoil is fine where tre materisl is shallow and ccerser a3 i+ 
increases in depth. The Susqrehanna Fire Sandy Loam type of soil 
umally occunies She lower vars 0? slones isading down to s3oreans, 

Itg3 forest srowsh consists of pins, white oak, post cak, bisckdjack 
cax and hickory, Small arsas of this soil, from which the tep kas 


nm 


been lost dus to erosion, occur frem east of Thomasville on west 


a. 
toward the county lines and ts red in color. Other isolated areas 
of this red subsoil, removed of its surface, or with a surface cone 
sisting of nothing more than a thin covering of fins sandy loam, 
eccour near Salitpa, Suggsville, and Jackson, and, to a lasser decree, 
in scattered parts of the county. ay. rk ee 

Alse in the visinity of Sugssvilis, as well as near Ne teidbors, 
and between Jackson and Cof?fseville, there is a soil that is gray to 
grayisn~yellow in color and is a heavy Clay in texture. From thirty 
to sixty ver cont o? the miterial in this soil, known as the Lander~ 
Cale Stony Clay, is made ~ of storms fragments yarying from onejnalf 
inch to two er four inches in cigceter, In same places a thin cover- 
ing of white samty material t3 enccumtsred, whils in others ama ll 
bodies of stitt red clay srs found as a surface soil. The ‘greater 
part of the Lauderdale Stony Clay type-cf soil, however, is tco rouzh 
or stony te be aultivated and succerts a forest of longleaf and short= 
lea? pime, cak, hickory and dogweed. 

The Cahabe Pins Sandy Loam sal of soil ccours as a second bottom 
along the Alebara River, It is bounded on ons sids by the uplands 
escarpment amt on the cther by the lower lyins tottems., A consider- 
able area of Carpata Pine Sandy Leam also occurs alone Eashi Creek in 
the northern part cf Clarks, In this area the Cahate Fire Sankty 
Loam adjoins the tank of the creek and is subtected to eccasicral 
overflow. Tho toposravhy cf this type of soil is lavel +o gently 
rolling, As a ruls this soil is well drairsd, Ths small, deorsssed 


19 exist can usually te drained artificialiv, 


B 
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The Kalnia Fins Sandy Loam type of soil is developed on level 
to gsutly rolling areas alonz some of the smaller streams and along 
the Alabama River near Choctaw Blue in the southeastern section of 
Clarke. The Kalmia ‘Pine Sandy Loam is a grayish to het ah. 
type of soil, that is slichtly friable in structurs and ab to 
aizaG or ten feet deep. I3 i3 a soil chat is well adanted to soston, 
Corn, O&%S, cowpeas, sorgmm, sweet potatoes, peanuts, and green 
vezecadles. Sugar cane produces well on the lighter kinds of soil, 
sucn @s the Nortolx Fine Sand, ard yields a syrup of em CPt: 


cuality. “4 


. -é 


The firsts tottoms alons the alaberm and Tombizhee gerbe ecrsisé 
oP a soit xmcen as the Coxiscamve Silt Leam,. This oy is, of course, 
subdsect to ?rscasnt Ore ae fromthe rivers arc aa a result is 
covered with a thin layer cf sedimsntary materials: and of ropvtable 
csbris, This tyve of soil, i? ast marshy, is very Toth ‘adapted to 
the preduction of agriculture, 

The first bottoms which are marshy due to frequent river ~~ - 
overflowings from the boundary rivers have a soit. knowns” ths Yeadow 
type. Almost all of this Meadow type of soil in Clarke County can 


- 


te reclaimed ty deevening and straishteninz stream charrels,5 


Sennen 
Se Soil Survey of Clarxe Coury. 


CHAPTER IZ 
CLARKS IS BORN IN A TURBULENT EPA 1812-1914. 


Clarke County, Alatam, was born on December 10,,1812, during 
a "rough and ready" era which began with the Zar of 1812, five months 
vefora the county's birth, and which ended in 1914, after swo years 
of she Creek Indian Yar. Curing the Creek Indian War the British 
forces inspired the Indians to fizht the American settlers. Involved 
in these fights were early Clarke County settlers, 

Clarke was created by am Act cf the Mississipoi Territorial 
legislatures seven years. befors Alabema beceme a state (1819), The ny 
act forming Clarke County gtavedz._.. 

. secsaon I, . Se it emoted by the wipecesectin Counc? 

and House of Representatives of the Mississippi corte 

in_zgeneral assembly convened, that all that part of = 

fasningson County lying sazs of the Tombeckbee oe. “shall 

form a coumsy which shall hereafter be callad and imcwn by 

the name of "Clarke”,! 

aan ores boundary of the caw ; Clarke County » was | the watershed 


Se a ‘Alabama care the romnieres Rivers, aren was. Sanath 


ae 
Aas 


ee metene on: caachoates and. Grascatedian frites ieee the | 
Cresk Indlan Cession of August 9, 1914, a Stee Coicose nor 
Pavid Holaes cf the Mississinpi Territory, dated June 29, 1915, 
created Morrce County from the Creek Indian Cession, Thon on 
November 28, 1821, ". --2 the whole of the fraction of section 8, 
eee ee ee ee ee Leen s =F ee 

1. Anact to divide Yashington County, to establish a coursy 

ty the mame o? Clarke, and fcr other purposes, Passed December 10, 


1912. Farry Toulmin, DPicest of Laws of ths State of Alabems 
ps ee a eee, Pete Ol ALA bers 
(Cahata, 1923), pe 83. 
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" which was, in other words, the eastern 


township 7, range 4, east . « e 
part of the Clarke County town of Suggsville was taken from Monree 
County and added to ClarerCauneee 

Meanwhile, Marengo County was established directly north o? 
Clarks County on February 7, 1318. Marenzgo's southern boundary, 
however, went down only az far as the ridss dividing ‘the waters of 
Chickasabogue and Beaver Creek, and so five days later the inter- 
vening area between that boundary and the northern boundary of Clarke 
County was added to Marengo County. Sut eleven years later, by act 
of January 26, 1329, Clarxs County was given all that part of the 
county of Menree which was west of the Alabam River and thse west tal? 
of the center line of townships seven, is Lee ard ten in rangs 
fives /This give /anditake) df@bouniarie seaurrounleClaereimaeeranees 
stop hers, for an act of Janmary 15, 1820, provided that ". a. all 
that part of Wilsox County, lyizg west cf the middle octranse four: 
including apes iorne tae Cormsr caer Taree in said county, te and the 


em eer at ee! anu, 


same is Prete added to the county of Clarke ."5 
In 1830 the fal loeiae Alabama ct declared: "See, 3. Amd it 
te further emcted, that all tmt part of Wilcox County that was 


addsd to Clarks the last session of the Legislature, te and ths sene 





2. The act reads; "To alter the Poundary line tetween the 
counties of Clarks and Monroe. Section Ie ‘Be it eracted by the 
mata and Eouse of Bsvresentatives of the Stata of Alatara, in CGen- 
1 Assembly convened, That the whole of tha Fraction cf Section 
eizns, in Township seven of Ranze four east, which now lies in Morroe 
County be, and the sams is hereby, added to, anc mada a pars of Clarke 
County’. Approved, November 28, 1821." Ibid., p. 97. 


~ 6 


S. Acts of Gensral Assembly, Hunmtsvills, Alabama, 1920, p. 51. 
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is hereby added to and shall form a part of Wilecr County."4 Almost 
exactly ten years after this sams area had beer granted to Clarks 
County this act was passed: January 20, 1930.". 

Hardly had Clarke been formsd and named before its settlers 
werg involved in a strugele for their existence in the famed Creek 
indian Har, Aa early as July, 1313, six months efter Claris County 
was established, stockades were being built im ths county because of 
che rany ommious signs of increasing unfriendlimess by the Creek = 
Indians, Before the end of the War of 1812 at least twenty such 
Svockades or forts had teen constructed, either in the county cr 
along its bterdsrs. 

These gtockaces were built in atont the same manner, Shouzh tt 
varied conmsiderahiy in aizes a trench farming mors or less & square 
was cug to a depth of abouts thrse feet. The purpose of the trench 
was to hold uprizhs substantial pics logs abous twelve feet in bei zht 
accve the surroundine ground, Inaide these protective walls was 
usually built a strong blockhouse cf logs, for a firal stand in case 
she outer walls fsl¥ to ths enemy. In order te see-an approaching 
ersmy at nicht, a big fire was often pei Tehtoen a hizh, ieee red if 
platform, usually situated beside the bdleckhouse rear the center of 
the stockade. When these forts were not under assault, the heavy 
gates were usually thrown cren during the daytime for those imates 


who wanted to visit their nearty farms. 





4. Acts Pagsed at tha 11 Annual Session of the Gereral Aasembly 





———— FS SS KS a “=! === 


nig EoLGs « November, 13295 
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These forts usually took their names from somes early Clarks 
County settler family that was prominent in its community, The forts 
were: Fort St, Stephens, Fort Stoddart, Fort ees Port Mins, 
Fort Pierce, Fort Glass, Fort Madison, Fort Sinquefield, Fort Yhite, 
Landrum's Fort, Mott's Fort, Fort Easley, Turner's Fort, Cato's Fors, 
Tankin’s Fork, MoGrew's Fors, Fort Carney, Cowell's Fors, Llavisr's 
Fort, and Mount Vernon's Fors. 

The first Clarke County fort to be attacked in the Creek Indian 
Ver was Fort Mims which was the one that unquestionably suffered 
most. On July 27, 1813, a persy of Creek Indians, claimed later by 
one of their mmber to have totalled about sixty, were returning 
from Pensacelaz with arms anc ammunition for the purpese ¢e2 beginning 
war against the white settlers, shen at ncon, while these Indians 
were camped to-eat their meal, they were surprised and attacked .. -: 
from amimsh. These attackers mre said to have teen a force of ors 
hundred and eighty white settlers, who bad banded together after | 
learning of the Creek Indians’ trip for ammunition. The settlers  . 
were under the leadership of Captain Samuel Tale and Liesuterant 
Girard W. Creagh, cf Clarke County, as well as Captains Dailey Eeard, 
Eonjamin Smoot, and Lieutenans Patrick May. The whites succeeded in 
attacking the Indians, A‘ the erd of the fighting, the whites hac 
rad only avout two men killed and fifseen wounded, and the Indians 
only ten or twelve killed and eight or nize woundsd, but this tattla 


cag the touch-of? ef ths long ami bloody Creek Indian Yar, This 





G6. He. S, Halbert and T. H. Eall, The Creek War of 1815 and 
1814, po. 105-116. 
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particular skirmish has become known aa the Battle of Burnt Corn 
Creek... 

The terrible massacre at Fort Mims, which occurred on the Pode 
sice of the Alabara River aces two miles below the "out off” and a 
quarter o? a ater from the Tensaw Beat var was at least partly in 
>3caliasion for the attack made by the whites on the Indians at 
Burnt Corn Creek, (On August 30, 1813, a littls mors than a month 
eafver the Burnt Corn Creek engagement, ona thousand Creek warriors 
attacked the fire husred and fifty inmates of poorly prepared 
Forté aus tasy chose ths noen hour for attack as the whites had 
dons ea& Burct Corn Creek,? Doe. Jarzely to the inept leadership of | 
Ka jor Daniel Beasley, Semmes anne of Aa Wins, the main sate 
or he Sa was: barred eoen by sand, Xhen i attack was macs, 
Ke jor Beasley EStempted to close she gate but was: killed while doing 
50. This lect the imrates cf Fort Mims withous abla. leadership. 

This massacrs at Fort Mims, begirming at hizh noon, lasted 
except fora brief interlude until atcu: five o'clock that afternco 
ard TY sie said eee cost the lives cf an estimated five meirca 
and severmbeen Beek who had geome to the fort for protection. The 
indians loss an wmiecwn minber, which probably included their noted 
Chief, Far oP? ¥arrio:, The fameus Willian Weatherford, part Sectch, 
French and Indian, was ene of ths Indian isaders who escaped dsath 
Curing the attack, However, it is said that he was threatered ty 
S28 Indians shemaelves, afsar Meathsrrord aszad thsm to ts mersizul 
to the fort's inhabitants, 
a ere 


Femme iesaty ppeiss: 
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Two days after the Fort Mims massacre, the Creek War ontensde 
Clarke County itself at a cost of fourteen settlers’ lives. On 
Vednesday, Seotember 1, 1913, the Indian prophet, Francis, in command 
of one mundred and twenty-five Indians, attacked the families of 

bner James and Ransom Kemball. Both of these largs families were 
3caying on.the Xemball plase, prombly because of a desires for miual 
protection, as well as companionship. The Kemtall house was located 
rear the forks of the Alatama and Tombighee Rivers in Clarks County, 
about two miles from Fort Singuefield. Only a few members of the 

tyvo households wers able *o escape to the fort. The attack began 

at three in the afterncen, and within an hour.the bedies of fourteen 
women and children wers butchered and scalped.? © > © -=- 

It was from oeighboring Fort Madison tmt help was sert the 
following day ts Forts Simquefield to assist in burying thse Femball 
and James dead, ag wall as to determines, if possible, ths strenzth 
of the nearby Creek Indian forcee3 = = 0 YE 

Since Port Madison was less than a day's jourmey from Fort ~~ 
Sinquefteld helo was dispatched the day after the Kembali-James ~~ 
rassacre,S® Ths news of the massacre protably traveled fast, com 
sidering the era, the news cote Fort Madison the nizkt of ths 


MASSACTSs 





8. Mathews Maruscript, De 20. 
o, Eoates De ole 


Sae Seme historians say, apparently incorrestly, that this help 
was gent from Fort Montgomery, outside of Clarke County. Perhaps 
Picket’ was the writer who becan the errer. Sos Aw Je Picksts, 

Eistory of Alabama and Incidentally of Georzia and Mississisoi, p. S45, 
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The area aroumd Fort Madison wags ons of covert princivel settle= 
ments in the then new Clarke County... In fact, the first store in 
this region had probably teen built in 1912, on the Alabama River, . 
six miles due sast of Fert Eadison, and one of the first grist mills 
wes built about the same tims, perhaps about four miles north, In 
1313 she first. cotton gin in the vioinity was arsoted some two niles 
north of Fort Madison,10 

Early on the morning of September 2, 18153, Liautenant James 
Bailey was dispatched from Fort Madison to Fors Sincusfield, with 
elaven moumved m=n armed wish rifles, muskets acd holster pistols. 
lanes thas heave coma down to us az having been smong the part; of 
trelve men wers: Jehn Weeds, James Smith and James Miley. This 
group of. selaters foumi about fifteen arme-bdearirg men 4m Fort 
Sinquefield, The imates were mostly the Tamiliss ot settlers on 
Bassett's Creex, including Chariss Phillics, father ef 7. larss 
fanily, and Isaac Hayden the hero of this particular dey,ll . 

After the arrival.cf Lisuteman’ Belley’s party at Pors Sinqe- 
field, scam of the garrison went with him and his soldiers ous to 
Tansom Zemball's house, and breught the twelve tedies tack to the 
forts is am ox drawn cart, Graves were dug by ths soldiers and 


sattlers om a spot abouts seventy yards southeast of the fort. 





10. Halbert and Hall, op cite, po. 1998310, 
ll, doom 3. Granam, History of of Clarks Councy, DQ< 56-57 ard 
Pe 545, sires the hero's rame a3 Tgaac Heaton, rat rather than Isaac 
Fayden. Although Pickett is kmown as a geod, usually accurate 
historian of early Alabama, it would seem that T. He fall, having 
resided in Clarke County, and Laving done mich aS caaaeees works in 
the arsa, would terd to be more accurate. So fall's version will 
ordimarily be used when a better scurce 1s unavailable. 
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The majority of the garrison attended ths funeral service and 
at the time it was closing they were suddenly rushed by a hundred 
Indian warriors, who were led down the hill by the Indian “prophet” 
Francis, The men sratched up the children and everyons ran for the 
cate, Ton woren, who were at the spring doing their family wash, 
ara not successful in rsaching ths gate. The Indians failing to cut 
off the retreat cf the main party and perceiving the helpless condi- 
tion of the women rushed for them. But they were only to te foiled 
by the brave Isaac Hayden. Tha hero of this affair had teen cow 
hunting in the woeds and fields nearby and returned just at this 
tine. Ee save a tremenccus crack with his long whip and encouraged 
his large pack cf dogs to charge ths Indians, Furthermore, such was 
ths fury of Esyden's canine army the Indians, who were Creeks, were 
forced Se belt pursuit of the ten women and fight the dogs. This 
erabled Hayden so cover the retreat of the women toward the fort. 
Eis horse fell wader hin, wounded by an Indian's gun, but is rose 
acain and followed his master into the fort, (uly one women, a 


ls, ever zho was in an advanced state of pregnancy and was 


= = = — 


unable to run fast, was overtaken and scalped. 
Another young woman, Miss Winnie Odom, bad nearly reached the 

te when she sank to the earth in terror and exheustion, but a 

soldier rnshed cut, zum in hand, and seized her by the hair. So 


swiftly was he forced to act, that he dragged her into the gate in 


The firss woman to reach the pate was & negro reman, who xsot 


rumiinz full speed ahead, thouch she carried a large wash pot on 
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her head. When she had heard the ory, “Indians,” she did no’ think 
to throw the pot aside, tut bore it poised on her head all the way 
from the spring to the gate,l2 

Eleven Indien warriors were killed in this unsuccessful attack 
upon Fort Sinquefield,: Two settlers were killeds the. lirs, Phillips 
aiready mentioned. and-a-Mr..Stephen: Lacey... Lacey was in the upver.. 
Story of the block house and was shot through the necks hia blood 
gusked in torrents down through a crack in the floor, rumiing over 
Scie women and children mddled in the room below, Stephen Lacey 
was a good, uprighs citizen, fo lived about two miles north of Fort 
Sinquefisid. Urs. Phillips ire xindenearted, relicious woman and 
universally beloved. She and Lacey were buried that evening, perhazs 
close to-the tweire Xemtalls end Jamest-whe had beenkinieisdfearlise 
that day,lS.. aaa AE Et nl ee, (as oe 

Though Port Sinqusfield's cascalties had been light, fe ase an 
decided ta svacuate this fort in fayor cf Fort Madison, where over 
a “housand.peenle were said to have already gathered... Cabertmt - 
evening, September 2,.1813,-people began moving in a disorderly -- 
mamer along the ten mile route south from Fort Stnque?ield to Fort 
Ladison. Some of them arrived at Fort Madison abouts the ustal ted= 
time, others late in the nisht. In fact, there were people arrivirs 
Continuously curing the nizht. Some of the women were badly frignte 


ered on their retreat. Their fears frequently corverted an imnocert 


12, Mathews Mamscript, pe 24. 


13. Halbert and Pall, on. cites po. 19S~194, 
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black stump into a blood thirsty Creek indian warrior, causing the 
woren to give vent to shrieks of terror. 

A few days after the inhabitants of Port Sinovefield moved into 
Fort Madison, a man rammed Josiah Fisher, with three of his sons, 
set out from Port Madison to get provisions from a nearby farm. A 
‘and cP-Indians surgrised.-them, shot the Pathsr ard ors of the boys 
in their backs. The other two gons, being ina differsnt vart of 
ne fisld, flad to the fort to report the death of thsir brother and 
fathers The nexs day, however, the latter came in, bleeding frm 
treir wounds, and hanpily recovered, !4 eon poe 
It was just such events “hy the surcrise attack.on the Pishers 
followine-so cloasly ths attack om Fors Mims.and Port Sincuefisid 
which then cansed abcut fivs mired Fort Madison inhaditants to. - 
lsave a-teksn Porce behind as they themselves fled to Fort St, . 
teohens. . The hero this tims was Jeremiah Austill, ea. nineteen-year= 
old youth, whe rode perhaps forty miles from Fort St. Stephens tircuzh 
hestile country, in order to bring word to Port Madison that Fort St. 
Stephens might be ths safer place in which to await fiorther proef .2::~ 
of the wrath of the Indians, Rae 3g Si lad Pe a 
Thea retreat from Fort Madison to Port St. Stephens, and then a 
later regurn ?rem Fors St. Stephens tack to Fort Madison, did not, 


however, marc the end of bleedshed amenz the sarly Clarze ccunstars 





14, Pickett, ope cite, D- £46. Pickett quotes from conversa-=- 
23 with Colonel Girard ¥. Creaznh, of Clarks County, a3 well as 


from Colorel Jeremiah Austill of Mobile, and others, FEalbtsrt and 
Pall, ode OLtes DD. 206-220, give a mora draratis account of the 
father crawline back into the fort om the day following tha tnfursd 
son's safe roturn. 


and the Indians or the end of the Creek Indian Far, For, also, 
taking place within the fork of the Tombicbee and Alabema Rivers 

was the battle known as the Bashi Skirmish in which four men, Colors} 
William McGrew, Edmund Miles and the twins Jassie and David Griffin, 
wers kilied either in September, or the early part of October, 18t3,. 
These men. belongsd to a party of settlers who had. sore into the Wood's 
Bluft neighborhood te ferret out Indians who hed teen barming evac= 
uated farms, ae os eae when a turkey Zeather was raised 
above a log mar the present Linden and Coffeeville road, about a 
half mile southwest of the Bashi bridss. I+ was a sizgal for an 
ambush attack from the Indians concealed all arcund. 

The imei major spisoda imrolying Clarks County's rels in ths 
Creek ImMer Gar was the water skirmish, known as the Cance Fight, 
The tiny group of settlers who participated in this Cance Fizht 
probably did as meh as any otizr group of the ‘settlers in American 
Eistory in spotlighting the fall of the red mene Ths group was only 
Sarse in mmmber.. Samol Pele, who weighed about one humired and 
ninety pounds, wes six feet two inches in height with a lsrz3s muscu= 
lar frams of no superfluous flash, was forsy-ors years cid, and the 
leader of shia famous ?ishs on November 12, 1313, Janes Smith, who 
was vwenty=fivs years old, five faet eicht inches in heicht, very 
svous and ?inely propertioned, and weiched ore hundred and sixt}-five 
pounds waa a principal in tne battle. And the third member of the 
parsy "as nineteen year old Jeremiah Austill, hero of an earlier 
episode, who vas six Paet and one~fourth inches in heizté, Ter7 


Sinewy with no surplus flesh, and weiched ome hundred and sevenvy~five 
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poundsel5 Their tiny cance was paddled by a Negro named Caesar, 

These three brawny men were spurred on in their fight by nine - 
settlers on the east bank of the Alabama River, a short distance south 
of Randon's Creek mouths sixty-one enthusiastic souls watched from 
across the river, and there was an unmmmbered additional audience of 
D3arhnaps three hundred hostile Indians hidden in the nearby rseds. 
Dale, Smith and Austill shoved owt in their tiny cance to intsrsent, 
in hand-toerand combat, a larze cance filled with nine Indian warriors, 
attempting to slude them om their way downstream. Cnily one gun was 
discharged, the priming cf the cther two having been dampened. The 
thres Clarrys ccurtians then used their sums as clubs, knocking the 
Indians down, one by ore + sink into ths Alatama River. Thus ended 
the famous Cance Fight, witnessed by maybe seventy whites including 
Lisutenams G» W, Creagh, with a force of forty Clarks County militia 
men, and by an eassimited three mcmcdred Indians, a tile that suc= 
gested, at laast, contrary to peonlar opinion, that the formidable 
American Indian was no match even handed for the bold and hardy 
pioneer white man, 

On May 24, 1880, the Are County Demccrat proved the exact 
location of the Canoe Ficht, by publishing the following letter frm 


the then sixty-six-ysar-old Jeremiah Austill: 





AS Ealbers and Ball, ODe Cites De Dols 
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Plantation, May 5, 1860 
Tear Sirs; 

I have been often rscuested to point out the 
place where the Cance Rattle was fought. I have, - 
thersfors, on the first day of this month placed 
a signboard upon a cedar post as the point where 
we were surrounded and from whence we embarked to 
make the attack 15 will be found on the east bank, 
forty five feet above Me. Georges Foster's larding, 
Please zive notice of the same. 


Your obedient servant, 


A little more than four months after the Care Fight, Andrew 
Jackson on Larch 27, 1814, defeated the Creek Nation in the tattle 
or Eorseshoe Zend. This triumph of Jackson and his men completely 


broks the Creek indiars’ newer in Alabama forever,16 


ee eee eres Reales reaveny 7 soccal ap teen pe ewAt= ema eet RR Bc re an cr Vee ns nec gc as 


re, 


1S. As 3. Moore, History of AlataraQion 234 


CHAPTER III 
EARLY SETTLERS IN ANTEBELLUM CLARKS COUNTY 


The first white man to reach Clarks County was protbdly 
Eornandes De Soto with nis (army Mel Gsoy anemeoenecdte noe atthe 
2cous zine hundred and Pifty soldiers, two himdred horses and a 
sisantic drove of hogsl tremped down across the northern coundary 
c2 present day Clarke Coumty in October of 1540. Eere, scmewhere 
tatween the Alabama and ths Tombizbee rivers, on Ostocer 138, 1540, 
was fousht ths mation*s first tattle cetween white men of Suropean 


Gasceaxmt and American Indians. 


The cause of this tremendous witle, koown as the Battle af 


see, oom st 
rea | yrs 


Maubila,> was et jonst larzely dus te the lack of tact and ‘diplo 


cy of ons man, Bercandes De Sotce It was De Soto's belli rant 


ratit to canture the chis? on entering the chiefts territory and te 
; him cactive as far as ths boundary Line of ’ the Baxi atin ena) 


eee eee Is was felt that the Indien chief, as captive, iia 


ager oe Se pun? hued. 





l. Peter J, Hamilton, Colonial Mobile, De 17. ne eS ony 
thirteen hogs to begin with, bus oy the tine the thirteen hed trar- 


eled all ths way from Cuba to Clarze Coumty, Alatama, they had 
multivlisd +e thousands. 








2, Fisal Pesors of the Farmande [Ta Sots Commissicn, House 
ees jtmber 71. "re Saieat imow the location o? this ton and 
em unable to place it in spits of repeated efforts. The only 

is certain is that it was between ths Aisdama end Tombic=e 
né in tha present Clarks County." 
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3, Same soell it "Mabila,” as Te Soto’s secretary, SRE ATE 


spells it throusheut his diary of the expedition, and some say "Mavila® 
&s Siscma, royal officer accompanying that exredition, srells it in 


soa pens =ce Se To compare t>sse and ovher accounts of De 
’s expedition throuch Clarke County, see: Edward G. Bourn, 
> Sees of tha Carser of Hermanco De Sots. 
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insure safe conduct for De Soto and his arny, and in addition perimps 
would serve as guide and informant concerning possible gold, silver 
and prscicus jewels. | 

However, uvon entering the Se Gey, of the Hausila Eeatat 
and taking captive their chief, Le Soto this time, and at last, had 
his hands Pull. The Maubila's Bhisits rams was Tuskxaloosa and all of 
his giant, kinzly frame, some say 322 Zaet seven inches, served as 
an ofa fee 26 his thousands of sudjests to do something atout the 
forceful <reatment being handed cown by Te Soto. 

So 1% waa not without purpcas shat Chief Taskalooss: ons Yonday 


% 


morning RECS s allowed himseif to te escorted into the a <3 of 


his own indian city, riding meekly though pets upon a horse as 


= ai Koti mew > 


nishad w Germandcs be Soc. Cre of the chief’s oan subjects hela 


~.— a ma 


an inbrelia over ain to keep the sum off his Biss, Otber eubjects 


bore pillows in the hepe that tiney conic ee eso his Bae, 
more pleasantly at C8500. zhis Bare city was called penbit sts after 


the name of the rete tase was aera ters sche fhe Maubdila tribes. 


ON al Pa Bee oy pe 


a 
Gp See ee, aah 


It was beside a larce river and comtained fieiy esas houses, 
each capabls of holding a shousard men, These houses all fronted on 
& large publio squars, The town itself was surrounded - a high 
211 made of tha trunks of larzs trees, additiom? svrenztn being 
given by cros3 timbers and by vines interlacing the uprizhs trunks, 
cwerg capable of protecting eicit men were spaced around the top 


of the walls and in the wall itself there were only two cates, ore 


toward the gass ard one toward the weet, 





4, For a ccod account of this c!} atts and his city see: Theedore 
Irving, The Conquest of Florida by Hernando [a Soto, vols. I and II. 
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Inte this stronghold, only a faw hours after sunrise, rods De 
Soto and Tuskaloosa, accompanied by De Soto’s army and the chief's 
aides. Waiting inside this fort were thousands of Indian warriors, 
perhaps eleven thousand at the most,° 

The first indication of trouble for De Soto and his army cf 
lass-than six*hundred was Chief Tuskaloosa’s refusal to come tack out 
after entering one of his city houses. [e Soto ordered an Indian to 
go in and demand the chief's returm, Then the Indian refused, ore 
of the Spanish soldiers seized the Indian's cloak of marten skins, 
jerked 15 off, then slashed him witha lance. One of the De Soto 
chroniclers, Zlvas, says that this blow "opened up his back,” and 
Ranjel says, “disabled the Indian's arm with the slash of a knife,™* 
though Biscma seys "dealt a strcke'in return that cleared awey an 
arm," and the Inca "so seizing his sword he struck the infidel. . . 
and cpensd all that quarter of his bedy and disemboweled,” ° Whatever 
the cause, Indian warriors began pouring ons ef many houses, and - 


with them cams- clubs, ‘stores, and tows with arrows into ths ranks of 


? On ae ot = oe sae! te temp ge ae en 


the army.” asta} ames + _ Beste 
Te Sote, thinking to reach the cate and thers rally his men 
for a counterattack, flew toward the gate. He fall several tines 
in the attemot, the falls mainly due to the heavy Spanish armor 
which he, like his soldiers, worse, the battls array including in 
addition to the suit of metal armor, a powerful lance as well as 
sniald, and some of? tm soldiers carried muskets, Howeysr,-Le Soto 


ee ee 


5. Estimates range from a few thousand to eleven thousand. 
Probably the best estimate lies scmewhere between the two extremes, 


29 
escaped safely through the gate and some distance from the stockade 
rallied his Pare Scns of when were only now arriving at. Maubila, ve 
The thoroughly ponused Indian warriors refused to wait for the 
counterattack 3 pspead they rushed courazeously out into the epen 
to fight. Their couraze cost them dearly. Taree hours later the 
indians .retreated into their own Grap,. the stoczads, Te Soto forced 
them into their houses and then set them afirs,. , The houses ssered _ 
to rave had only one extrance and so were death traps after the 
fires tegan, the Places consuming Indian women and children as well 


&3 mene hs 


Eatizates of the mumser of Indian dead Tangs anyzhers from two 
vhousard. tive aundred, the. enter the chronicler of. cores xo the 


~ ee ee 


eleven. ‘housand by Garedlasc aireacy Fo Thatever ths Tumber . 
iost, 1% was ‘she end of the tovn of seaclia aod almost, eit. oF ths 
trite, ie seme sunget that sey the city's destruction sam protably 
not mors than Swenty Spaniards Saad, though | here wores writes the 
ohrenicler. tesa, "a thousand seven hurdirsd and seventy’ odd treatable 
wounds” by sctual sount.§ In order. to give their wounds tine to. 
heal, the Spaniards remained near the cavastated city for corer three 
wees3, until November 12, 1540. When these wounds had sufficiently 
saled Da Sote decided to Imrry to Mobile Eay, only about one hundred 
miles south, and obtain mors provisions or his teats,.and, at the 


LL a ae aa rere ee 


S. in his widely publicized tallad of Alabama, "The Pall o? . 
paubila,” Englishman Thomas Dunn wrote "Six thcusand of the foemen 
Poll, and eizhty-two of Spain. . . « Some sixteen hundred wounds 
we tors as tokens of the day. . .” Earper's New Honthly Mazazine, 
Jums to November, 1859, Feporinted in the Alabama Historical 
Quarterly, Spring Issue, 1946, pp. 60-31, 


same time, send back word to Cuba, However, not realizing the 
nearnesa of Mobile Bay and because of growing dissatisfaction fram 
his men, De Soto decided after the three weeks’ rest to turn inland 
instead, in order "to face westward toward the unknown." Thus his 
avparent gizantic victory in the Battle of Maubila was in part the 
first step toward the ultimate ruin o? his larze arny and his ow 
curial in the Mississippi River, And although ore of De Soto’s main 
purposes had been to explore ths area for Spain, it was not until 
more than ‘wo centuries later that the next white men vere known to 
have exsered Clarks County. ‘In fact, De Soto's main tanzible effscts 
upon amteteliun Clarks County seem tc have teen the probable: sirin- 
of a few half?-Spanish half-indian offspring, who in turn hed off= 
spring descendants still is the-eoumsy during the antetelion period, 
and the imsroduetion of hogs inte ths Tombizgbee and Alebeme river 
rezions:-.(Fhe wild hogs that were so plentiful in-the Tambi ghee and 
Alabama-region in antebellum days are possibly descended from - - 
Te Soto's hors.) a 

paces soms Spanish or French ‘explorer-treders, or sos whits 
men from ths Carolizas or contriat came into Clarks Conityiarten 
De Soto and tefore the 1780's. However John McGrew was the firs 
known white man to explors Clarks County after Te Sote did, This 
Pioneer settler secured from the Choctaw Indians in 1782 a graxnt 
of land on Jackson's Creek. After ths Revolut4 ierary Var (1775-1733) 
Socclsrs came from ths Carolinas, Virginia, and Ceorzia, According 


Throuzh 1860, most of the ssttlers of Clarts County came from Scuth 


tee 


Carolina as cénipa red tothe be tghboring ee? 
kateb Clarke's first oes McGrew, the next settler was ) 

possibly Sathan Blackwell wae came from North Carolira in 1790, 

aoproxinately eight years aft ver UcGrew settisd tetween the Tombig- 


bee and ete rivers. Bitte likely enre were Weterere Ee - 


settled: in ogee eens Between! ene oie Bt io Grar" ani Bisckwell ; 


13 so far they are unimown, After Blackwell cam Hiram Mounger, _ 


who in 1791 purchased a Spanien grant which included a4 part of 
Sun Flower Bend tetween the Tembizbee ard Alabama rivers, “Solomon 
Feat and Peter Seach “HES cams about this ery ernece even as | 


early ag 1750, and ny, SIG, purchased - a Spanish grant which { 


5 


cluded pert of the ‘Sum Flower Bend. Five years > later Adan 
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Bollinger mas ae eee ares qvermest, one ‘thousand Ceesy a 


Sal te 


southern! tie: eut—ore* an Clarke, “and Joseph Bates wastadostibeces 
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one thousand ucres watts yy Secrest on ‘of “the county» A+ abows the 


pg ee pee temced eis Iamtred and Forty acroe ie 
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sey ¢.cedarpost om the east side ‘of the: eyes aes 
Joseph. Fates tract cf ome thousand acrese.. ¢ | Therse _. 
down the east marzin of. the Tombigbee to its junction: 
with the Alatema and up the western marsin thereof.? 
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7. Lewy Dorman, Serey, Politics in Alatama from 1850 Thron 
iSsO, Alatazsa Department of Archives and Hiss sory, Historical and 
Patriotic Seriss, Number 13, 1935, 
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8. T. 2. Ball, The Fistor of Clarke County, De 57. 
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By 1812 the following additioral pionsers had arrived in Clarks 
County, though little is known about their arrival except their names 
Thomas Figures, 10 John Carney, Thomas Zassett, Joseph Phillips, ltrs, 
Cathell, Isaac Painter, Johnathan Blurse, David Taylor, John Chapman, 
and William Walker.l1 Besides these there arrived in Clarke County 
in 1810 the pionser David Cammack family. This family started ous 
from Kentucky with their household goods packed on seventeen horssa, 
and a Negro boy in obarze, They traveled by compass and with the 
help of an Indian mide during most of the trip. After “forty days 
ard forty nichts” they came to Bassett's Creek in Clarks, where they 
settled. The following year David Comea times ace te Kentucky and 
brought to his new plantation one mmmdred and twenty hogs, Coxs be 
purchased from Initans for fiftwemdellars each. Hers beside Passett's 
Creek the Cammacc family raised wheat az they had dons in Kentucky. 

Also in 1815 shere came to Claris County, in this cass from 
Ceorgta, Elijah Pugh, whose ancestors came from Feles, who had been 


10... Acsording to.cemstery records ths Pigures family mst have 
settled near Coffsevills, Alabama, for in the Coffeerille 
Clarke County, Alabera, ons marker reads: Elizabeth W. Figures, wifa 
of Major Theras Fizures, born 2nd of September, 1785; disd 14th 
February, 1860, 

Another marker reads: Charles C, Figures, torn 3rd of Jamary, 
1818, diad Sth April, 1855, Still another marker reads; Mrs, Marzare+ 
Te Fisures, wits of John %, Figures, who wes born on ths 4th of 
August, 1812, and died ths 18th of August, 1860. Interview with 
Ure Se E. Soberts, Coffserille, Alatame, Merch &, 1953, 

m the edges of Grove Hill, Alatama, is also a marker fora 
The insoripticn on this crave marker reads: Fo the memory 
James T. Fiourss who died laSoring to savs ths sick Octcter <0, 
SS, aced 29 yeara and-nine monshs, According to Mr. favs ‘athews 
“athews Mamuscript, Mr. Fizures waa the hero of the yellow fever 
epidenis in 1853, 


dl. lathews, co. cit., Weeles 
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@ soldier in the Amertcan Army in the Revolutionary War, | 
Still another piomeer to settle in Clarks before i+ became a 


county and of whom we kncw some details concerning his arrival was 


William Walzer, who settled beside the creek now known as Walker - 


Creeke On this Creek William Walker erected a grist mill; His 
brother, Halter Walker, wont over to Bassets's Creek and began over- 
ating a ferry. Between the two of ‘hem these enterprising brothers 
made enough buster and eheese to take ina wazon to Pensacola to 
exchanss for goods they needed.i2 Included in the settlers in ‘ 
Clarks County before 1812 was Drary Allen who later foucht in the —- 
celebrated Cance Fighs ant disd in Clarke fcrty—three yeers later 


at the age of seventyaire 3 Ks at 3 


Well mown pionssrs-sho settled im Clarke-scon after it became - 


& county included Drs Heal Sutth, who arrived in 1818 and later as 
came its second seuators / In addition to serving as serator for 

we lve eects Smith served as representative in 1827-end azain 
in i833, .also in thts- group we find the name of Robert Hearn, Sr. 
Kearn an Lisa_sons left South. Caroling in 1815, ami, traveling fm 2+ 
horse-drawn wagons, creased the Alabama Liver mar Bete ce 
Jamary, 1317, The Hearn fanily located near Basset$'’s Creek on 
the ce tetween Grove Hilt and Claiborne, Due to preemption laws 


Be ta : ¥A 
Shey moved thirteen timas in one year.-* 


eee enna 
12. Fell, ov. cits, oo. 494=500. 
15. Clarke Coumty [emecrat, February 12, 1857. 
rac ry see 


biome Fail, op,ucikastpercl is Ds O52s 


Still another Clarke County pioneer belonging in the early 
setvler group was Stephens Noble, who settled in the county after 
something of a nomadic career, First Noble moved from Virzinia to 
Tennessee anc after staying in Tennessee a few years moved to Demopo=- 
lis in Marenso County, He stayed in Demopolis wmtil the French 
sevslers came in 1318, whereupon be journsyed down river to Clarks |. 
County, Phen, a8 soon aa he had made nis first crop, he sens. tack. 

So Tennessee for his fanily, After a tadious and dangsrous wagon 
trip, which tock twenty-five days over rough reads throuch the Choc= 
taw indian ration, they arrived in Clarke County. However, they did .- 
marace successfully to bring with them three hundred hogs and about 
seventy-five sheep, theuzk they Pound the bears and wolves destructive 
at least ta theiz hogs. -Imstsad.of the Choctaw Incians teing hostile 
or urtriencly, they taught the Noble family hcw to cut the bee trees - 
in the weeds and obtain wild horsy, and also how to reiss: coutat, 

corn and sweet potatoes...Tha mews of such success perhaps spread, 

In 1320, a year after the Nobles were so well received in the county, 
@ company of nimsty persons from South Carolina refused ta cross the 
Tombigoee River in search of any better territory west of. Clarze 15 

Perhaps these ninety settlers nos only refused te cross the 
Pombizpee bus they may nos have even settled rear it, For an intere 
fact in the early settlament of Clarks was that, a3 far as 
Clarke's landowners wers concerned, most settlins was cons in tha 


Pore . . ‘ as 7 ie 4 : ~s % 
imterior of the county rather Gran aiong the eourty’s rivers. This 





- 


15. Lathews, OD. Cite, pd. 12, 191, 


can be seen from the following map showing land bougnt in Clarze 


prior to 1818, in the year of the first census figures for the county. 


It is regrettable, but cue to photostating difficulties the Tames of 
the individual landowners tozether wit th a description of their hold= 
2ngs, liated on the left of <he map, are probably too tiny to read 
wivhout a mamivying glass, For those snterssted enouch to read ths 
list, 4% should te kept in mind that the name of she early settlers 
wail not mecessarily appear amonz this list of sarly landowners, 
ealthcuchk most cf the early lanccemers were early settlers in Clarice 
Countys . 

‘hatever ths reason for most early settlers preferring ths 
uplands in Clarks rather tian tis richer river~vottons, the reascn 


eid nct appl> te-xhs or origi=s? towns in the eS For the firs 


towns were divided about equally Pecrcet these bailt on poe rirer 
tanks and these nearer the middle of ths county. Clarke Coors 


larssst tcewn Socay, Jackson, rear the southern end of Clarke, mas - 
on the tarks af the Tombizbes. Jackaca ee about 1800, | Tt was 
first named. Republicvtlle anc later rite Level. acne aera 
attle of Horseshce Bend had troken the Creek Iniian thread te the 
peoples of Clarina County, it seemed fitting to mrs a Claris commni Sy 
ater the rero cf thas tattle, Se in Roverter, 1816, Pine Leave} wag 
inccrporated under the rams of Jacksor, in honor of Gereral Andrey 
vackson, The officers cf the town were five Coomissicorsrs, a con= 
35a0i3, a Sreasurer, a collactor, 2 town clerk, acd wren recessary, 
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Q& clerk of the rarke+, 1s 
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« Graham, Eistory of Clarks County site OSs 
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LAND OPNZRSEIP IN CLAEKE COUNTY BEFOZZ 1816 
Sketched Within 1942 State Highway Department Mao 
From Land Tract Bocks 1 & 2 at Clarks Cowty Court House 
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This new town cf Jackson soon becam a thrivinz, prosperous 
place aga was befitting the largest town in the county. Trade cane 
fren a distance of as mech as one hundred miles, There was a.larzs 
tannery, shops for tinware, shops for the manufacturers of saddles, 
of hats, of beets, and other articles of household usé6é. ‘Psefore ths. 
days ofthe steamboat,..twanty sail boats-at a.time lay at: the: Jackson 
landing, and after steambcats bezan to ravigate the river they wre 
repaired by mechanics of Jackson. Jackson also was a piace for boat 
vuilding. At least one large boat, the "Exterprise" with a. capacity 
for carrying six hundred bales of cotton, was built at Jacisgon,17 

Crove Hill, fifteen miles nerth ef Jackson and today ths county 
seat of Cisrks County, first went oy the less euphsoniocus rams of 
Conter,.- later sia amare mime later as Sodtivttias and 
finally a as (Psi reroral receiving ice oe TANS o However, Clarks 
County's county eat) = history really goes at the Aaa ack: s Clarkes= 
ville, the ay was the first eae seat of Clarke. For on 
November 21, 3818, the territorial iezislature since the state cf 
Alabama wag nokizat. in existence aspointed Lemme} J, Alstons; 
Alexander Kilpatrick, Joseph Hearn, Solomon Soyxin, Willtamr-Coleman, 
William Anderson and Willian Gocde™ SP.,y 83 commissioners to fix the 
ssav of justice for Clarks Comby and to recsive title to not less 


> 


than two ner more timn one hundred and sixty acres of lend Por tha 


use of the Coumby for the purpose of erecting thereon a court house, 


TO eee 


17, Mirmie C, Beyd, Alabama in the Fifties, De soos 


jeil and pillory. They were also to contract for, direct, and 
superintend the building of a strong and sufficient jail.29 
Presumably, these commissioners just referred to did not act, 
for the first state legislature on Decembsr 13, 1819, apvcinted 
Viilliam A: Robertaon,, Joseph Biisarie WOckn ore Shields, 
William Py Grails Robertus Love and Bemnd Butisr as commissioners 
vo select and fix on the most suitable site for the seat or justice, 
in and for the county of Clarke; having due regard to health, water 


and accanmedations; provided such seat shall not exceed three miles 


from ita cember,29 


? 


The Assembly provided the 2ollowinz preeedurs for this 
elections. eae = i ee rer: 


That the said County of Clarks shall be divided inte st 
six eieesics pene ches beh 


ore : Fees. 2 ae ae Ee eae 


ont as the notes of i ipeiy Saati one “at the town. - 
of Coffesvilis, ons at the house of William Ccoate on: 
the Sacilre Creek, om: at M'Geffin's store, ons at the 
town of Jackson, and om at Sugzsville,. = 


he place selected as fulfilling these requirsments was rear the 
residence.cf William Coate on Satilpa Creek near present day Grove 
Hill, The site was called Clarkesville, ani here a village began to 
grow, and here the courts were held ard county officials and cfficers 
resided until 1632,29 | 
EE EEE ee ee ee eee ee 


Saocorer reel nn oe a Ee BOL 
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€O, Thea Act naninz Clarkesville as county seat recd: "Section 
I. That the County of Claris be and they ars hersoy authorized and 
required to levy tax upon the persons ard property cf the inhabitants 
(Footnote continued on next pazs,) 


Clerresville lost out in favor of Grove 3ill in an unmrsuat 
election, There was dissatisfaction with ths location of the county 
eest at Clarkesville, so on January 15, 1831, the lezislaturs mde 


provisiers fora rew selection, éar this Act the sheriff conducted 
2 


an election on the first Yonday in April, 1832, "for the Dursvese of 
ascertaining the sense of the qualified slactors of said county, in 


relation to removing the seat of justice from Clarzssvills, ts the 


5) 


s20aphical center of said county." This invortans slecticn in ths 
history-of the scunty seems to havs created much interest, Tickets 


ussd in the election carriad the words "Clarkesvills" or "Center,* 


"sense™ of the cualiMled slactors was for "Canter," and so 


Ths 
Williom Murrell, Jom Leftin, Robert Ferri in, Josima Filson, ard 
James MecefPin, meme in ths ast as commi:sionsrs in 1932, selected 
a point mear the sexter of the county, site of present day Grove 


F117, 22 at oly ak gies 
Halfway between Jackson and Grove Hill, thouch abont ten miles 
oass of them, is the town of Suggsvillz, a leading educatioral ani 


= ee - ee Ps 
cultural center in ‘garly Clarks County hi story, In the year 1812, 


Sou LO fe ae wis —_ 


———-—_—_—————————— 


0, (Combinued) of said county, liable to taxation ty ths 
stats, a3 may be suffisiant to cefray expenses of the County: Proe 
vided that such tax shall uct excesd one hal? the amemt of ¢ 
tate tax. Section II. That the site fixed ; upon thse seat cf 
tice in said County, ty the comrissioners a3pcinted ty law fsr ths 
purpose, shall be hereafter known as Clarzesville,” The same Acts 
also provided that “ymtil the public buildings stall have tbesn 
completed, the cirenit and infarior courts shall ts held at ths 
honsa of “4li4em Coata, Te Zurn anc Fate 4= She tou of Cahanta, on 
she fizrss Menday in November, one thousand and eight hundred and 
pene. Acts of the Second Session o? the General Assembly of the 
State of Alacara, Dp. | pa 95. ay ae 
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49 
probably, John Slater erected a grist mill in the area of present 
day Suggsville. In 1813 Jomathan Emmons started the first cotton 
gin in the vicinity, on Smith's Creek tzo miles south of Suggsville. 
Robert Ge Hayden had one of the first tarreaiane and also started 
& small shoe factory about three miles south of Suggsville, protably 
in 1815. . Millwrights, carpenters, pnysicians, ministers, education- 
al and relizious institutions were estadlished in Suggsville by the 
Gime of the Civil War, The name of the town kas not changed. I+ 


wAs named for a #illiam Suggs who settled there in 1814.22 


as 1812, Ib was called Coffsevilla Landing in 1812 when Joseph 
Murrsil of Motila, scn of John “Murrsil cf Temmesszee, tuilta gin on 
the west side of the Tombizghee. Scona farry was operating across 
the-Tombighee River from the Landing, because it waa on the direct 
read frem Greanscerse to Mobile, anc so Coffseville Landinz becars 
known as Coffaeville Ferry. It waa mamed in honor of General Coffee, 
who was with General Jackson at the famsd Battle of Horseshce Bend 
in 1314, ant who with Jackson crossed the river there on their way 
vo New Orleans... Soon after the Eattle of Horseshoe Zend and the 
chanzing of the rams to Coffseville Ferry, Nathents] lalors of 
Virzinia came and settled near the site of the ferry. Cther early 
secvcisrs in the Coffesevills area were the Cassisy and the James 
Thornton families. As early as 1316 tore were two stores in the 


villace. John 7i, Figures, a orominens leader in west Alabama affairs, 





The town of Coffeevilla can also claim an orizin as far back 
| 


. 41 
was for many years a merchant there. The villaze was incorporated 
as Coffeeville on Kovember 22, 1819,23 

Other early Clarke County towns prominent in the antebellum era 
were Fashi, Choctaw Ccrner, Cainestown, Cosport, Tallahatta Springs 
and West Bend. The first mill on Sashi Creek was built by a - 
Nathan Lyiscombe.in 1319 a short distance telow tie villaze of - 
Choctaw Corner on the northeastern end of Clarss County. Two ysars 
later a saw mill was erected beside this sane creek. FCefore ths 
erection of this mill, planks were cut by a whipsaw, This saw mill 
WS started by Joseph Esarn who later sold it to barney Pove. The 
firs= cettom cin in the sop pars of the county was-built by 
We Hiliiems for John Loftin in 1825 near the Pope mill. This sane 
year, 1825, Archihold end Carntell established near this gin the 
first store im norch Clarks County. By 1852 there was at the town 


of Bashi a very prosperous btusimss house cwmed and operated by . 


Ceorgs Carleton whe also served as gensral azent for Clarke Counmby~ ~: 


in the selling of agricultural machinery. aera i Stes. = 
. By ons year later, 1853, neascy Choctaw Corner had tecome a - 
vory enterprisinz little business village, A brother of Geerzs 
Carleton and a Mr. Slade in the spring of 1853 covered a "new and 
fashionable stock of spring geeds.” At about the same tines 
Lycurgus Pocle alse opened a larse and rell selected stare stocked 


with spring and summer goods also at Choctaw Cormer,©? But the 
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42 
heyday of Choctaw Corner was not a stable ore, because the tom 
began to fade not long after the close of the Civil Far, In 1887, 
the Mobile and West Alabama Railroad was completed to a small tow 
in north central Clarks County, by-passing Chostae Corner by a mile 
end a half, The new town showed its anprsciation by namins itself 
“homasville-in honor of Cenersl Thomas, of the firm of Brice and 
Thomas of Hew York City, financiers of the new railroad, The town 


z 


Choctaw Corner rapidly diserpveared from the mos. Seneral Thomas, 


i+ 


Qa 
inty 


in turn, autherized the town of Thomasville to drayr on him for fives 


hundred dollars for a hizh sshocl, which act was a gesturs of his 


a 
acoresciation, Thomasville, sauhsecvently, develoned into the second 


aren “> 


larzess town in-Clarks Const * a Sor * 

Cainestows was named in-honc> of the Inifan agent, Georze S. - 
Caines and his trother,:Gsreral Es Pe Gaines, Samel Fisher, mits 
founder ef the town, married a Creek Indian, and his brother, also 
an orizinmal settler of the. town, also marrisd an Indian, a Chickssaw, 
Limbering helped-stinulate ths growth of Gatnsstom so that it be- 
cams a thrivin= tusiness canter in Monrce County before ths-changs sae 
of the coumty teundaries peat imto Clarra,25 

Cospert wes another Momrce County tom that later tecare a part 
of Clarke. I5 was a tom, like Ceinestown, thet reached its peak in 


antevelilum deys, Gosnort's chie? clain to recomiition is the fact 


ie ee ee ° tinted BE = oI 2 he Pe, = 
that Aigoameats Pourth sovermor, John Murphy, was from Gosco vs havin 
movec there from Sowsh Carmlim. FPlacted <osarrer in 1925 a- re= 


: : ae : > . Ss Q ee ee 
coved Sra years later, ha died on Septemcer 26, 1841, anc nis mravs 
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Tallahatta Springs’ main importance, in the shaping of Clarks 
County, was the fact that a century ago it was a health resort, 
attracting visitors from throughout the country. What the water did 
for the health of its many visitors is not recorded, but today thers 
is nothing left of the town except an ever-flowing spring. 

West Bend is said to have taken its mame from ths fact shat there 
the Tombigbee River takes a larze tend to the west. ‘In 1809, Abner 
Turner and his family settled in West Bend. They were descendants 
of an old Virginia family of Enzlish origin, The town was dependent 
almost entirely woon river transportation in antebellum days. With 
the lessening of oe ee in the post-war era, West Bend lcst 

ts importarse. Coffesevilie, ten miles south of Heat Berd, was also 
a river town bus i+ was luckisr tn its proximity to read travel and 
grew while Hest Berd failed.28 ‘ 

The growth of the towns in Claris increased the red for an 
unorganized governing body for the county. .The pioneer covermsnt | 
ere tet yet OPal si Pecansomthe countyiat (first (waits 
isolated +o have much interest in_sounty, state or natioral affairs, 
or even to be very much affected by them unless the questions were 
related to the Indians. The political foundations of the rew county 
evolved at Pirst around its local problems, 

The initial meeting of the Court of Commissioners of Clarrs 
County was held on the first Monday in February, 1913, at the hone 


of John Landrwm, about nine milas west of vresext day Groves Hill, 
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and the commissioners began by showing themselves to be primarily 
interested in the protection of the county's citizens, no matter how 
low or hizh, The first order issued by the Court of Comissioners 
dealt with relief? of Clarke's poor citizens, and this protection 
of the poor remained one of the primary concerns of the Court throuzh= 
out its long history .“7 

The proteotion of the poor by the Court of Commissioners from 
the beginning included paying people to support an indigent person. 
Such a person was Polly Paros. In 1835 it was ordered by the Court 
of Commissioners that the sum of fifty dollars "be appropriated to 
the supports of Polly Parot & =e person and that John Ingram be 
authorized to reeeive a warrant on she County Treasury for the sum 
above specified. . . 723 

In & case whars an indigent person was also mentally retarded 
the Court, lackins professiormal aid from trained psychiatrists, 
sometimes went so far as to seek the opinion of “twelve good men and 
true.” The first such trial occurred during the county's ninth year 
of existence, It had previously been represented to the County 
Court of Clarke County "that Jesse James Donald of said County now 
4s and from the time of his mativity continualy hath been a fool 
and an idiot never enjoying lucid imterludes. . . .” In order to 


be more fully satisfied that such was the case with Jesse, thse 





27, “Clarke County,” Miscellaneous, Works Progress Administra- 
tion, Alabara Departmens of Archives and History, Monstsomery, Alatama. 


28. Minutes of the Commissioners Court, 1852-1849, Book 2, 
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Court ordered the Sheriff of the coumty to "summon twelve sood and 
lawful men of your County and of the raiborhood /sic/ of the said 
Jesse Janes Donald” to appear at the Courthouse "by twelve o'clock 
in the fore noon" for the purpose of deciding Jesse's mental 
condi tion,©9 

Sometimes i+ vas simply a case of the Cours ordering thas fifty 
dollars "be appropriated for the support of James Windham an afflicted 
Boy for the ensuinz year to be paid semiannually. . . .7O 

A free Negro, if indigent, was under the jurisdiction of the 
Court. Martha Fiesids was at one time such a public charge. In 1821 
it was ordered by the Court "+ © Mertha Field an orphan Child a 
free girl co? Colour te bound to Joseph Eyar by the Overseer of the 
poor agreeabls te Law,75l 

The pensioninz of soldiers was apparently considered the duty 
of the county, In 1833 it was orcared by the Court that fifty 
dollars "be appropriated for the support of Abram Kearstick a 
revolutiorary soldier for the ensuing year to be paid senianmally,7°* 

The makine of coffins in which to bury the poor was also 
considered a duty of the county. in 1842 it was ordered by the Court 


that a warrant issue be drawn on the "County Treasurer in favor of 





29. Mirmutes of the Commissioners Court, 1832-1849, Pook B, 


30, Minutes of the Commissioners Court, 1832-1849, Pook 3, 


31. Mimutss of the Cormissionsrs Court, 1832-1849, Book B, 





32. Minutes of the Commissioners Court, 1852-1849, Book B, 
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Thomas B. Rivers Overseer of the Poor in Suggsville Beat for the 
use of Samuel Coal making Coffin for Mrs. Ewing the sum of Eight 
Dollars."55 The county also buried the poor. In 1835 the Court 
ordered a warrant issued on the County Treasury “in favor of 
Isaac Spinks, Administrator of the Estate of Enooh Spinks deceased 
for holding an Inauest over Abram Coomrod and burying said Coonrod 
for the sum of Twenty five dollars."“4 Slaves were included under 
the 'right of inquest.' In 1842 it was ordered that a warrant be 
issued on the County Treasury "in favor of James Savage for holding 
& coroners inquest held over a Slave the property of Travis Hill 
for the sum of twelve dollars,935 

Sometimes the Court tcok care of the needy in a way perhaps 
distasteful to such a person. In 1839 it was ordered by the Court 
that the sum of "Dwenty nine Dollars and fifty cents be appropriated 
for the account of Benjamin C. Foster for Executing a condemned 
Indian and for guards to guard Jail. . 2 7% 
At ons time in the antebellim period the Commissionsrs urearthed 

a proolem closer tc home than others. In 1833 complains was rade to 
the Court "against Jessee Summers, Keeper of the Poor of Clarke 


County of his il] usage and bad treatment towards the poor persons 





33. Mimutss of the Commissionsrs Court, 18357-1849, p. 3, 
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36. Ibid., ps 8ls 
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now in his charge and custody. »« » »" The Court decided Sumersa was 
guilty and ordered that "the poor te removed from the Keeping of the 
said Jessee Summers and trat he receive a warrant on the County 
Treasury for the sum dus him for the time he has kept and it is 
further ordered that William Coate be appointed keeper of the poor 
commencing 9th day of November 1933. . . . and shah Jagsea Summers 
pay the cost in this behalf expended. . . ."°’ The averace amount 
paid to the keeper of the county's poor was around $10.00 per week, 
an amount that accumlated to five hundred dollars when paid to 
Yalcolm NcColquedale "for keeping the poor of Clarks County for the 
year 1848 and endinz on the ea Morday in May 1849. . . .738 

Another problem that could ve caused certain tongues to wag 
concerning the Court ras its failure to respond promptly to a Grand 
Jury report ccreerning hogs under the county jail at Grove Hill. 

In Novenber, 1857, the Grand Jury reported that it had examined the 
condition of the county jail and found it sufficient for the safe 
keeping of orisoners, "but that there is a hole under the Jail Batch 
the health of the prisoners requires should be filled UDbiveweiis 5 

So the jury suggested "it be done with stores or rocks to prevent 
the rooting of hogs. . . ."°9 However, in April of the following 
year the Grand Jury reported that the hogs had made such a hole 


under the jail it now "in warm weather becomes offensive. . ." so 


Shy JE peer 
$3. bid., p. 289. 
59, Clarke County Democrat, November 12, 1857, 


40, Ibid., April 1, 1858, 
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they "recommend to the County Commissioners to rectify these defects. 
Tas Grand Jury have made this matter of report rather than of indict- 
ment, thinking that the Commissioners would do their duty without a 
criminal prosecution. . . 740 

In November of the following year the Grand Jury was, a% last, 
able to say simply that it had inspeoted tha county jail and ?ound 
it “sufficient for safe keeping and health of prisoners, and tmt+ 
the same has been well kept sirse the last term, . - »" Furthermor, 
all of the county's affairs seemed to be by now in pretty good shape, 
for the Sherif?, and Clerk, and other officers of the Court with 
whom the Jury was brought in contact, ". » « discharged their duties 
in a prompt and efficient. . .” camer, and through ™. . . their 
accuracy and dispatch the ecministration of Justice is facilitated 
and the costa cf litigation greatly diminished. W. H. Peebles, 
Foreman, "41 

The Clarke County Court of Commissioners seemed to have done 
well by the county's citizens throushout their artetellim expe rience, 
As for ratioral pelities in Clarke County life, the people's interest 
increased as the county's isolated vosition decreesed, Fetional 
politics became more important to thse people es the secession move- 
ment in the Soush increased. Too, as improved commnication and 
advancinz civilization in seneral helped make the people more aware 
of rational issues, so did the relative importance of Iccal politics 


Ayeinjch Thy 4 a5, > & weer FMS or 2 3 fare “qq n4%A_h} 4% 9? . 
-Amimisn, wereas, formerly ths various ferry rates established oy 


20, Ibid., April 1, 1353. 


£1, Ibid,, November 2, 1855S, 
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the county may have been providing the choicest topio of conversation 


among people passing the time of day, later the topic of Clarke's 
role in national life claimed more and more of their interest. 

In the matter of natioml political parties Clarke's position 
was usually easy to cbserve ard predict, for from the time of the 
county's bezinning Clarks showed strong Democratis Jeanings, The 
reason for this was protably because it was a county of many srall 
farmers and because, bezinning with the late 1820's, of Andrew 
Jackson's political influence in the county, These reasons scem 
especially valid since they apply as readily to Chectaw County, on 
Clarke's northwest, the only oms of Clarke County's nei zhbering 
counties which supported the Demeceratio ticket as consistently as 
did Clarks dnrins the amtebelium period. The political foundations 
were vo results ina strong Democratic stronghold within the county 
by the end of the amtebellm period. And when the tims care to 
support the Southern Rights’ Party, as opposed to the natioral Demo~ 
Cratio Party, the county was, therefore, to te very muoh in favor 
of southern rickts to secession, When, in turn, the tine cams to 
suppor’ secession the county was to te entirely in favor of secea=- 
sion.42 In so Coing it did respond in a ranner typical of any 
souchern arsa with many small farms ane especially cne under the 
leadership of the Clarke County Democrat, e liko-minded am ensrzetio 
paper for Democrats as the paper's neme suszested, 


—_—_—_—_ 


42, For a good comparison of political effiliations amons the 
various Alatama counties see the series of thirteen charts and maps 
imiLewyabormn, op. (/ots., pps 215-227, 
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CHAPTER IV 
ECONOMIC LIFE IN ANTEBELLUM CLARKE COUNTY 


In Clarke County in antetellim days boats furnished the main 
systom of transportation. Of the approximate five hundred "side= 
“sreelers” plying Alabamats waterways at least some time during the 
era from 1812 to 1860, e great majority of them must have floated 
past Clarke's western or eastern border.t Alabamats "little Venice” 
in antebellum days seemg to have been quite active in various mari- 
time pursuits. Hsr river tenks were lined, at careful intervals, 
with stacks cf Clarke County aoe where steamers would "heave to,” 
and after quickly filling their cangerously hot boiler roans, would 
hasten om either up or cown stream to rake all the necessary stops 
tefore reaching thea next stack of wood. For the taking on of either 
fusl, passencers or freicht there was a total of two humdred land= ~* 
ings on the Alatama River and three hundred on the Tombigoee River.2 
The first steambeat built in Alatama was built across the river from 
Clarze at old St. Stephens and was ramed the :labara, This boat was 
built in 1813 and it displaced two hundred and eighteen tons,5 

Items pertaininz to boats claim a surprising amount of space in 


newspapers and pericdicals reporting the events of life in Clarke 





1. J. He. Scruggs, dre, Alabama Steamboats, 1519-1869, His 
work is a small panvhlet and doss not have vage numbers, 
ts r Pky So 


> jas r oe 3 Dae nn ees 
2; Frederick L, Olmsted, Journey in the Ssaccard Slave States, 
fetes Sates 


3. Scruges, op. cit. Mr. Scruggs lists 492 boats and nons 
hat ink incl 


except the Alatama was built tefore 1821. 
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County in this era. Following are samples from each of ths four 


escades in the antebellum period. 


STEAM POAT NEWS 


Arrived since our last steam boat Elizabeth, Cantain 
Rhodes, Honry Clay, Captain Owen, Alatama, Captain 
ceyden. Taw Henry Clay is en uncomonly swift running 
vessel, Tha Alacama is a new boat, the present being 
hsr first triad co cnis vlace. Ye understand that she 

is cesimed as a resular trader tetween this [font zome ry7 
end Mobile. She is finished with such neatness and ce 
taste. Her cabins are very convenient as well as superb 
end are slesantly furnished. Since her arrival sie has 
tsen visited by hundreds of ladies and gentlemen who 
have universally received that polite attention frm 
Captain Eayden for which he is so celebrated.? 








SELMA* PACKET 


Arrangements having teen mace, the steamer Fox, P. J. 
Miller, master, will in Suture cars a trip every wek, 
from Hobile to Selma, and havinz two tarzes will tow 
one to Prairie Siuff each trip, the other Barse rill 
be left in chargs of a trusty person in Nobile, for 
the purpose of receiving freigrt, during tha absexce 
of the Boat. 


The Fox will leave Kobile at S o'clock p.m. on Tuesdays 
and Monday mornings, Leaving Montgomery, every Monday 

evering as 3 o'clock, and Selina every Tuesday morning, 

errive at Xobile every Thursday morning. 


Her accommocations are of superior order, and her cabin 
spaciouse She is also provided with a superior Fire 
Engine and Hose, Lecember 6, 1862,6 


REGULAR SESALY PACZET 
POR HONTCOMEEY AND nETCLORA 


ine new and splendid fast ruminz steamer Bourbon, 
Brooks, master, will ply as a resuler weekly packet dur= 
inz the season, leaving “Mobile every Moncay eveninz at 

o ofclook p.m., for the sbove and intermediates landines. 
ia 


; 4 : “a 
m har regurn trip sne will leave Hetumka every Thursda: 





4. Alatama Journal, February 17, 1825, 


9. Scrugzs, 00 Cite, on back cover. 
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at 10 otolock a.m., Montgomery on the same day at 

4 o'clock peme, and arrive at Mobile every Friday 
evening. The Bourbon is entirely new finished and 
furnished in the most modern style and was purchased 
expressly for the trade. For safety in transportation 
of freight, or comfort of passenzers, this boat cannot 
be excelled. PRY & STRINGER, AGENTS, MCBILE, 

November 15. 


MOBILS, MONTCCMERY AND WeTUMPKA 
REGULAR WEEKLY PACKST 

Tha fine lizht-draught steamer, Isabella, Ed’wd Shields, 

master is row plying regularly tetween the above ports, 

leaving Mobile every Tuesday evening at 5 o'clock perme, 

and Montgomery every Friday evening on the arrival of 

the Cars, She will continue to run through the summer. 

The Isabella was built expressly for this trade, and in 

points ef safety and ccmfort she is not surpassed by any 

toat on the Alatare River. Zer officers are experienced 

end abterntivs men ard sks is provided with a fire enzire 

ard fire hose for Sues ee fire. For freight or 

passages epply on boarde 

The forezoing maritime items seem to suggest an interesting trend 
towerd accident consciousness in teat travel in antebellum Clarke 
County. In moss cases, tho exacples suggest that canger grew more 
obvious in steamboat travel, Instead of the gaily colorsd beat with 
their "calliopes a-piping” to the fun loving crowds now dancing among 
thas mint julep glasses, now watching the green tanks as they edges 


need 


Gov iid. 





7. ‘weakly Alabara Journal, May 17, 1851. 


. linnie C. Boyd, Alabama in tho Fifties, pp. 95-SS. The cal- 
$5 a msgical instrument consistin: of a series of whistles, play 

aa ty keys arreansed a3 in an organe This imnovation was introduced 
Alacara River in 1357 by the steamer ote Nisholas uncar Cap- 

Cox. Tne rspertoire of the ote Nicholas' calliope consisted of 

on the Cesan Nave,” "Tory O'rore,” “Carry Me Rack to Old Vir- 

ishner Hormipe,” eto. The approach of the St. Nicholas 
fcootnote continuad on next page) ee co 
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slowly by, there was a growing apprehension concerning boat explo= 
Sions. The gaiety of steambdoat travel continued throughout. Eut 
more attention seems to have been given in the latter decades than 
the earlier to the advertising of fire oxtinsuishers, shallow keels 
and experlenced pilots, 

Doas acaidanss during the forty-eishs y8ars covered by this 
history of Clarke County indicates that there was a series of aaci- 
cents ocourring in the Clarke area, Following are some exarples 
picked at random from newspapers in and around Clarke County. The 


examples are arranged chronolozically. 


it 
> 
s 
ANCTES2 STEAM BOAT ACCIDENT 


It is with extrem rezgrat that we have to amounce the 
loss c> another steamboat. . . the Alabama. She was a 
new anc excellant beat, well constricted, and ramped 
by sxillful enginsers anc mavigetors. It is therefore, 
ore of those accidents which cculd not have been pre- 
vented by prudence or foreaizht. She errived at Vernen 
on Yorday tha 8th inst, about 4 otclock, p.m. It is 
said, that she probably tock fire from her boilers, ish 
were of the small cylinder kind, and under deck. At the 
time the fire was discovered, she nas discharging coods, 
and in less than five minutes she was totally enveloped 
in flames, The materials of which the deck was made, 
pitch pine, undoubtedly aided this sudden corflazra= 
tion. . . . The Alatam cost atout $28,000.9 





STOAMBOA?P ALABAMA 


rok the Cahnba Press: ‘hile lying at Vernon, Autauga 
County, ths vessel caught fire on Monday last before 


day, and burnt to the waters edza. . « « The prograss 
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8. (Continued) with her callicpe in full blast almost created 
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his eyetrows, suggesting shat mest greatly impressed were ing chil- 
dren and Nezroes, 


3. Alabam Journal, tay 12, 18268; 





of the flames was so rapid and the apprehension 
from the quantity of gunpowder on board so great, 
that the passengers and most of the crew retreated 
to the shore with percipitation without saving 
anythinz of consequence. . . 10 


BURNING OF ELIZA BATTLES 


The rews ras brought this norning, (ssys the Yotile 
Tribune of the 4th inst.) of a terrible steamboat 
-isasver, on the Bizhee River, last Monday mornings, 
Some SO or 40 lives wers lost, and over 1200 balas of 
cotton destroyed, Nothins except the hull of the 
boat was unconsumed, 





The following particulars we have gathered from 
various sources, anc ve publish them in extra forn, 
for the purpose of reliaving the intense excitement 
which is universally felt on the subject, 


The deaths resulted principally from the ccld. Many 
of the terri?isd passensers escared on cotton bales— 
some of them were drowred=—others swam to the trees, 
and wers fsunmd there clincinz to the branches, some 
a% the points of death, and some were actually frozen 
stiff. Is is a shocking calanity, 


About 2 o'clock on ths morning of ths lst inst., the 
Steamer Eliza Battles, Captain S. G. Stones, was ob= 
served to be on fire in the after part of the boat. 
The tillsr rope was immediately burnt, with ths flames 
ruming with fearful rapidity at once camunicated 
with the ladies cabin, thus cutting off all comeec~ 
tions with the life beat and yawl. .. -« 


Oza child of Mr. Cromwell was saved by Mr, Frank Store, 
2d clerk of the boat, who swam ashore with it, He then 
placed Miss Turner on a cotton tale and safely landed 
her on shore. She said to hin, “You have saved mv life; 
do saves my mother ard my sister.” He then swam off and 
rescued her sister who frozs to death in his erms. Her 
mother froze to death on a tree, which was the fate of 
&lmost 2i1 who perished. « « e 


Celow we append a list cf shosa who are known to he lost: 


« 2. Crommell and child, Sumter County, 


= 
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Se Ihe te Tirrer and on tCy pasts UO, 
a 
~~) 


Ser Gets Caecenae Chickasaw County, Mississivoi.e 
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10. Southern Advocate, May 26, 1826. 
bs J > 


Mr, Willis, Chickasaw County, Mississippi. 
Mr. W. T, Smith, Greene County, Alabam, 

Dr. S. EH. Jones, Greene County, Alabama, never seen, 
Augustus Jones, Columbus, Mississippi. 

Mr. P. Kirkland, Greens County, Alabam,. 

Mr. Lewis G, Martin, Fayette County, Kentucky. 
Mr. John Powell, Dar keeper of ths Ze Battle, 
Dr. S, W, Clanton, Varsaw. 

Me A. Ae cainssville,. 

Mr. Newman, Kentucky. 

A youn: man from Fairfisld. 

The Barcer of Eli Eliza Battle. 

1st and Srd coox belonging to S, G. Stone. 
Negroes belonging to J. A. Mooring. 

--Negro belonsing to Col. Puford, Cabin boy. 
Re gro man belonging to Judge Torry. 

Negro man belonzins to B. Le Turner. 

Nezro man belonging to B. L. lMeMahon. 

Negro man belongins to John Powen. 

Negro man belonzing to John Foster, 

Negro ran belonging to FR. Ge roster. 

Eegro tan telorsing to [anisl Fain, 

white Deck hands, names unmkmown. « . e 


nh eg Gn 


In addition to safety, speed and seasoral watar depth a fourth 
factor of imports to Clarke Coumty was the froight and passenger rates, 
In fact the topia of faros became so important that in the 1850's 
there was considerable antipathy aroused acainst e combination of 
Steamvcat linss allegedly atterpving to keep the rates hich. The 
combination was said to have had its headquarters in Mobile 
order to strangle out any independent competition in Nobile ths 
lines belonging to the combination would decreasa the fare tetween 
Kebile and Hontgorary to as low as two collars and fifty cents. 


When the competition had given up tho combim-<sion then would raige 


the fare to ten dollars. t appeared that all the comzission houses 
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Domocras warned the combination that continued hich freight rates 
would divert the trade to Columbus, Fest Point, and Dufaula on the 
Chattahcoches River, 23 In 1358 the same newspaper, ae lairatiee 
the thought of setting a railroad into the area, thouzht that: 
No sane mird, se. . taxing his recollections moderate- 


ly with Taits’ shoals and two dollars freight for a 


serrel wo, during pars of ths year b7 She scall boats 


end big sxinners, with a period of cotton at Pifteen 
anc sixteen cents, and no boats to ae Wlik }e tos 
los3 to cars to a determination, . , 14 


The comins of the steamboat into Clarke's history foreshadowed 
tre erd of the flat boat's importance to the Teombicbee and Alabama 
@rea, The main reason the sveambeat replaced the flat boat was that 


eS 


the stesnboas had the ability to so upstream as well as downstream 
with relative eess, Althcuzh the ?let toat had bsen the mainstay 
of early Clare's river transportation and provided cheaper down= 


stream transsortetion than did the steamboat, begimines in 1818 with 


5 of the steamboat Alebara the end of the flat boat era 





was in sight. No lonzer would it take, as at least in ore case, a 
total of thres months to get upstream from Nobile to Mont gomery 15 
Instead of having to pole upstream throuzh shal low satan or cf 
having to warp the boat along by pulling on a rope tied to a tree 
upstream, the steamboat moved by its om power upstream. Of course 
the flat boat had teen safer, The boilerless teats had teen based 
On wo immense slabs of sound, strons, and rvell seesoned tinters; 
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15, Clarice County Democrat, October 15, 1857, 











15. Peter J. Hamilton, Mobile Under Five Piges, Dp. 223, 
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upon which a strong floor of rough hewn slabs, called puncheons, 
were laid and seourely fastened to resist all shocks of driftwood 
and projeoting rocks. The floor was caulked with tar to make it 
waterproof and a rude helm was constructed at ons end. A rougn 
shelter was built to protect the men.!S Even the songs of the men 
on the flat boats, sxplaining that they were "cwine down to ths biz 
Mobils, so row, boatman, row," spoke of a carefree life that in 
memory, at least, lived long after the "flat era,"17 

Interest in railroading was shown in Clarke County in 1826, In 
that year books were opened "on the first Monday in August at the 
Court House of Clarks coureyai te receive subscriptions for the capi- 
tal stock of the Tennessee and Moctile Railrcad, The books were kept 
open for twenty days, according to the provisions of the charter,18 
In 1858 some correspondent wrote a letter for the readers of the 
Clarke County Democrat proposing 4 Uniontown and Jackson Railroad 
"to fall into the Mobile and Ohio road at the nearest point ona 
straight line from Maco or Grove Hill."19 The development of Clarks 
County railroads, however, had to wait for fulfillnent unt} the 
1880's, that darker era following the Civil War, | 


The early boat transportation in Clarke was rivaled by the | 





nevwork of dirt roads that began meraly as Indian trails but devel- 
oped by 1840 into thoroushfares. Two of these dirt roads pointed 
a eg en ee ee ee wee 
16, Boyd, Ode Bie. De 96-97. 
i7.e vids, os 97, | 
18, The Clarke County Post, July 18, 1826, 


19. Clarks County Democrat, April 8, 18538, 


58 
east and west, while the other two pointed north and south, Then 
the four main trunk roads, with connecting by-roads, developed by 
the last decade of the antebellum into a retwork of thoroughfares 
which resembled an octopus because of its various arms. The in=- 
crease of the Clarke County road network is shown by the progress 
indicated in tne road maps on the following four pages. Thers i3 a 
county road rap for approximataly each decade in antebellum Clarks 
County. The four maps are dated at the bottom. These maps ars 
approximately double in scale the original state-wide maps, which ara 
on file in ths State of Alabama Department of Archives and History 
in Montzomery, Alabama. 

The first road from the east to reach the Clarks County boundary ~ 
was a poss road rom "Katcsz (iississippi) to Tombigby.” The road 
yas established cn March 28, 1804, dy a Congressional Act that at 
the same time established a post road from Natches to New Orleans,20 
Almost twelve months later, March 3, 1805, Congress established a 
post road thas reachsd the western boundary of Clarke, the road 
goins from "Znexville in Tennessee to the Tombigby settlements in 
ths Mississipoi territory.” However, this was not the first post 
road to reach Clarke's westarn boundary. The remainder of this same 


1 


Concressional Act of Yarch 3, 1805, says that this "March 3” road 





20, United States Statutes At Large, Il, p. 227. A concise 
paper called “Sarly Federal Post noads in Prosent Alabama,” has been 
compiled by Miss Maud MeLure Kelly of the Archives and Sistory De= 
partmest, Kontzomery, Alabama, anc was helpful in this presents 
history concerning Clare's early roada, 
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is "Eo interseot the post road from Athens in Ceorgia to New Orleans, 
at the most convenient point between Athens and the said settlernents 
(Tombi gry) ”*1 

On Fovember 14, 18905, the treaty between the Creek Indians, 
represented by William MeIntosh, and the United States zave the 
United States permission forever for a horse-path throusn the Creek 
country. This was the bezinning of the famous "Federal Road” down 
throuch Milledgeville, Ceorgia, west to Fort Mitchell, wost to Mt. 
Meics, continuing atop the water shed soutinrest to Fort Mims, then 
crossings the Alatera at the "cut-ore” and proceeding by the present 
Jackson in Clarke County to St. Stenrers, the "Federal Read's" 


western end,22 


? 


‘d 


All the forezins so-called 


however, were mere btridis 
paths and it was not wmtil 1811 that the coverment, for firther 
considerations to the Creek Indians, secured their permission to 
enlarge the road in order that vehicles might pass over it. It was 
then that it earned its title, "Federal Road."°3 The Federal Road 
of 1811 was the first “vehicle road” to enter Clarke County, The 
firss of the series of four reps, already mentioned, indicates that 
by 1818 there were, in addition to the Federal Road that crossed the 


bottom tip of the county, two other carriage roads farther north ine 


side the county, toth rumming east and west. Still a third road, 








22. Peter A. Brennon, The Federal Read, Bulletin, pp. 61-64, 





23, Ebid.s p. 63. 


64 
also coing east and west, was merely a bridle path and comsoted 
Landrum with Fort Claiborne on the east and St. Stephens on the west. 
A decade later there were, also, two roads running north and south 
in Clarke and by 1842 there were imberlockins roads between Gosport, 
Suzzsville, Jackson, Macon, Clarkssvillo, Coffeeville, Woods Bluff, 
and Yost vost office, Thus oy 1350 the imtericr of the county was 
woll linked with roads and this linkage had tentacles running north 
and south. So by 1856 Groves Hill, center of the county's network 
of roads, could boast of the Pollowing mail schedules, which was an 
improvement over the uncertain steamboat schedules of a few years 
bao and before that the uncertainty of mail delivery by way of horse 
or cances Norcnern Mail due at Grove Hill every Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday 2+ 12:00 noexs; Southern Mail due every Monday, Wednsse 
Gay and Friday at 12300 noons Zastern Wail due every Thursday at 
11:00 a.m.y Western Mail due every Friday at 12:00 noon,<4 

Thc main impetus to Clarks's road program, as in other counties 
throuzhout the state until the constitution of 1901, was the road 
lew of 1805 giving the court of commissioners in each county, of ths 
then Mississippi Territory, the original jurisdiction over the estab= 
lisiment, discomtimmance, change ard repair of roads, tridses and 
forries within the county. Because of Clarke's water boundaries on 
three sides it found itself, unlike many counties, faced from the 
besinning with the problem of ferry controls, tts court of commis= 
siore+rs would determine thether or not a would-he farm, onerator 


aU 
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24, Clarks County Tenoorat, December 18, 1856. 
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could open up a public business on the Clarke shoreline of the 
Tombigbee or Alabara Rivers, or upon interior streams, Such an 
operator was a certain Halter Taylor who was authorized in 1835 "to 
keep a public ferry on the Tombeckbee River.e « « at Shields Ferry 
and That he sive Bond and Security as the Law directs. « « e725 

Ovar on the Alabara River, G. D. Wilson received a license 
Sssued by the county clerk by authority of the cours of commissionsrs, 
_ the license permitting Wilson to keep 4 ferry at tho Alabama River 
end of the Rocky Mount-Steel Plantation road,76 

In addition to licensing the ferry operators the court of cam- 
missioners also cecided what rates he could charece for both passen= : 
zers and freishs. Albers Bali, after giving bond and security, was 


licensed to keap a ferry on the Tombeckbee River at Murrell's Ferry, 


Eat eal 


and was later crasred to charge the following ratess 


PATE OF CHARGES AT MURRELE'S FEERY27 


CARRIAGES, WAGONS, BIC. . CAFRIACES, WAGONS, ETC. 
LOW ATER HIGH WATER 
Two Wheel, ozs horse § .37% Two Wheel, one horse Srato : 
Four Wheel, one horse 622 Four Wheel, one horse 1.25 
Four khsel, two horse mf fh Four wheel, two horse 1.50 
Four ¥hsel, four horse 1,00 Four Wheel, four horse 2.00 
Four tbheel, six horss 20 Four Wheel, six horse 2.50 
Man ard horse 0125 Man and horse ads 
Footman 06; Footman 0125 
Loose horses or miles 06 Loose horses or mules el Ze 
Cattle or sheep O06: Cattle or sheep oil2s 
Fozs 203 Hogs 2064 


i 


25. Minutes of the Commissioners! Court, 1832-1849, Fook 8, 


February, 1959. 
26. LIbvid., May, 1842. 


27, Ibid., Feoruary, 1845, 


66 

The ferry rates seemed to have changed little from time to tine, 
or place to place, except for doubling during high vater (a term 
which apparently applied when the water overflowed its banks at the 
place of ferriags, thoush the ferry operator seems to have had con= 
siderabls latitude in determining just wat was "high water”). Ths 
rates at Shislds Perry, established ten years prior to the rates a% 
Murrell's Ferry, authorized Falter Taylor to receive four cents per 
head for hogs, in contrast to the three cents per head authorized 
later for Albert Ball at Murrell's Ferry. The ons cent drop in 
charges for transporting hogs was indicative of a slightly downward 
trend in ferry rates during the Fe peaks period. 

In 1828, ccomcared to the six and one-fourth cents charge for a 
footran cressing 2¢ Shields Ferry cn the Tombigbee river, the charges 
was ons "pick™ (a Scanish coin worth a little less than six cents 
Are rican money) to traveler Philiip Eemry Gesse on a visit to Cahaba. 
Ee crossed the Cahata River ina ferry boat manned by "Two old 
necro fellers. . « ."°3 By 1880 there was a fairly uniform rate of 
five cents per incividual for ferriage across the rivers of the 
state.°9 

Over smaller streams the cours of commissioners provided for 
oridses,. In 1855 ths court issued a warrant on the 


counsy treasury in favor of Daniel Pauch ". » e for the aim of 





lilstory, Montzomery, Alabama, June, 152 


o 
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Seventy-five Dollars for Building a Bridge at Deese old Bridgs; . . ae 

In preparation for actual construction the Rear found it ad= 
visable at times to certify as to type of road. In May, 1844, the 
court certified that the road leading from Suggsville to Gainestown 
", . » is hereby deolared a public Eighway."5l The court of com 
missiorers also appointed commissioners to supervise the surveying 
and “laying out" of the roads. In Novemoer, 1833, the court named 
seven men for service as commissioners to "lay off a road from Macon 
to intersect the road leading from Coffeeville to Linden... the 
nearest and best way."°% 

Usually the role of overseeing road work fell to respected 
citizens throuztsut the coumty. The task of these citizens was to 
oversee their neighbors in the job of putting in time, as required 
by law, for thse construction or improvement of ea road going through 
their neighborhoed. Because of the importance of many of the people 
4nvolved and because those who were well known in 1835 ars in many 
instances well known today, a list of overseers and the roads they 
supervised has been apperndixed, The list is taken from the Clarks 
County Court Records of February, 1835,%5 

Slavery; nites than steambeat, ferriage or road transportation, 


was an economic factor in antebellum Clerke County. Whereas road 


ae 


Minutes of the Commissioners Court, 1932-1849, Eook B, 


nisy 
31, Ibid., kay, 1944. 
32, Ibid., November, 1633. 
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travel was much more closely supervised by the county than was river 
travel, due to the road law passed in 1805, ths probably accounting 
for the greater efficiency of the road program as compared to the 
river program, the system of slavery was still more closely regu- 
lated, Even without steamboats or carriage poate it is possible 
snags antebellum Clarks County would not haves besn sreatly different, 
But without the "institution" of slavery which existed from the in- 
ception of the county until the Thirteenth Amendment in 19865, the 
Clarke of the antebellum South would have been much altered from 
the one we see in retrospect today. 

Clarks at its ovesion however, did not have enough slaves in 
proportion to whites to allow it to compare favorably with nsighbor= 
ine "black belt? counties. Clarke's total population in 1816 was 
four thousand ons hundred and seventeen, and of this mmber there 
wore two thousand seven mmdred sixty-three whites, sixteen free 
colored, and ong thousand three hundred thirty-eight slaves, or 
rouchly thirty per cent of the population was slaves.-= The per= 
centage of slaves in 18198 among Clarxe County and her neighbors is 
shown in the map on the following pa ge.39 

Even by the last decade of ths antebellum period Clarke County 
in the matter of slave=-white population did not compare favorably 


with most of her neighbors. The percentage of slaves in 1850 among 


a 
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35. T. P. Abernsthy, The Forcative Period of Alatama, Publi- 


cation of the Alabama Department of Archives and iiistory, Montgorery, 
Alabama, Historical and Patriotic Series No, 6; 1922, p. 175. 
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PERCENTAGS IN 1818 OF SLAVES AMONG TOTAL 
POPULATION 





ERCENTAGE IN 1850 OF SLAVES AMONG TOTAL 
POPULATION 
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Clarke and her neighboring counties is shown in two maps, which are 
given for comparisons on the preceding page. A quick glance ata 
topographical map will disclose the reason for Clarke County having 
a smaller percentage of slaves than most of her neighboring counties. 
Clarke's hills, particularly the water=shed running down and more 
or less parallaling the Alabama Giver part of tha fork, wars probe 
ably better suited to raising pins trees than to raising the slave= 
labor crop, cotton. ' This does not mean, however, that Clarke County 
was not a "cotton county,” as thousands of slaves were used for the 
production of such a crep. In 1860 Clarke had a total pooulation of 
fifteen theusand and forty-nire, of which seven thousand fowr hun= 
dred thirty-six were slaves, maxinz the slave population forty-nine 
per cent of the total. This percemtage was far above the rate for 
sone countias and was not too far telow Earengo County's seventy~ 
eight per cent, the hizhest in the state. Marengo is imzediately 
north of Clarks County. 

Clarke's topography does mean, though, that it was a county of 
enaller plartations and farms than most of her neishboring counties, 
a fact which in turn was not conducive to an overwhelming percertage 
of slaves. Ey 1860 more than three-fourths of her farms had fewer 
than one hundred acres of improved land. There were only six plan=- 
tations that had improved land totalling one thousand acres or more, 


the largest of these belonging to Lorenzo James with fifteen hundred 





35. Lewy Dorman, Party Politics fae From 1850 Throuch 
1860, publication of Alabama Department of Arcnivos and History, 
Montconery, Alabama, Historical and Patriotic Series No. 13, 1955, 


p. 216, 


Ts 
aores of improved land, followed by Robert D. James with thirteen 
hundred acres each, and Samuel Forward and Caroline 0, Barnss with 
one thousand each,°” 

On the other hand, in nearby "Black Belt” counties, Lowndes 
and Montzomery, one planter, Merriweather Gilmer, owned five plan=~ 
tasions totaling three thousand fives hundred fifty acres of improvsd 
land in 1860. Isaac Croom owned two thousand three himdred acres 
in neighboring Marengo County in 1860, while in the same county 
Caius Whitfield owned three larzss plantations totaling three thousand 
six humdred acres of improved land then. In nearby Sumter County, 
Jeremiah H, Brown had a plartaticn of four thousand six hundred acres 
of improved land that same ysar of 1860,98 

In 1850, at the besinnins of ths final decade of the antebellum 
era, sixty-seven persons, out of a white population of four thousand 
nine hundred and one in Clarke County, owned twenty or more slaves,99 
There were three hundred and sixty "small slave owners"40 in Clarke 
at this tire.*l Thus a total of four hundred and forty-seven slave 


owners, or approximately one out of evary ten white people, owned 





37, Alabama Azrioultural Census, Schedule #4, 1860, 
38. James B. Sellors, Slavery in Alabama, pp. 26-54, 


39. Appendix II, p. 148. Bernice Jordan, Crigins of the In- 
habitants of Clarke County in 1850, taken from the Unpublished Cen-= 
sus of Clarks County for 1650, in ths Microfilm Library of the 
University of Alabama, 1945, 


40. The tarm “small slave owner” is here used instead of 
planter because the owners cf less than twenty slaves were ordi- 


rarily not deemed deserving of the latter title, 
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72 
slaves. This in turn means that, figuring on the customary approxi- 
mation of every fifth person being head of a family, roughly every 
other white family-head in Clarke County owned at least one slave.* 

In the antebellum period Clarke County was, except for its many 
pine trees, predominantly an agricultural area; its fow small towns 
for the most pars wers only wide places in the muddy dirt roads. 
These small towns served mainly as gathering points for the farmers, 
who looked to them as meeting places almost as much as they did for 
their commercial needs. 

The averaze farm was less than one hundred acres in size. in 
the unimproved territory ers ers often miles and miles undotted 
by any farma, In the latter part of the final decade of the ante~ 
bellum era, thers were more than fifty farmers in Clarke County who 
owned one thousand acres, or more, of unimproved land.45 of all 
the farms in the county, roughly half of them were owned by the 
families living on them. Cheapness of land of course made this pos= 
sible. Approximately sixty-seven per cent of the family-heads in 
Clarke Coumty in 1950 owned real estate. Since the northern part of 
the county was hillier, thsre the average farm was smaller. Hence, 
more farms made for more population. As for the population, the 
white group numbered half, the Negro group claimed the other half, 


nD 


42, The United States Census for 1850 lists 542 owners of real 
estates and 673 heads of families. Using these ficures, and on the 
essumotion that Clarke's heads of families owned ninety-sizht per cens 
or vetter of tha county's real estate and slaves, then sixty-seven 
per cent of the family-heads owned real estate compared to fifty-one 
per cent omming slaves. 





43. Alabama Agricultural Census, Scheduls #4, 1850. 
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according to the United States Census for 1850.44 

Every other white dwelling in Clarke County had usually, some- 
where in the back yard, quarters for at least ore adult slave, These 
quarters were in almost every case on the better cared=for farms.45 
The reason for the better cared=-for farms possessing at least one 
Slave quarter dwelling was becausa these slave owners represented 
the more progressive farmers and their families. Particularly was 
this true since the average adult male slave cost between eight 
hundred and a thousand dollars, a fact which was as commonly known 
throughout the South, and perhaps in the North, as the prices of 
horses, cows and hogs, 

So, a% eizt hundred to ore thousand dollars for ths average 
adult siaye, and with installment buying ata minimm, especially 
since thers was no adequate insurance program for slaves, the 
slaveholding farmer had a more important investment in one adult 
slave than say in a half dozen horses which together cost as much 
es the slave,-> And certainly with the horses he would have teen 
faced with no organized movement, such as the underground railway 


Ee 
44, United States Census for 1850, 


45, Frank L. Owsley in Plain Folx of the Old South, po. 181-188, 
found that in the "Black Belt” more than ninety per cent of the slavs- 
holders wers ownsra of farm land and "prectically all of the ten per 
cent landiess. , . were usually cultivating land which belonged to 
their families and which they would eventually possess,” Thouzh 
Clarke is not in the "Black Belt,” it adjoins it, and thers is no 
reason to believe the psrcentare would be different, 





46. Georges Carleton of Bashi, Clarke County, Alabama, wrote in 
his Private Journal, Volume III, p. 3, ina letter dated October BL ge 
1856, "Likely Hegro men will sell here for 14 to 1500 dollars. 

(Footnote continued on next page) 
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attempting to free them. So, 4¢t was not surprising after all that 
only every other white family should own slaves. 

Comparing the number of slave owners to the number of slaves, 
one finds that every sixth house in Clarke County which owned slaves 
at all owned only one, with every twelfth house owning two, every 
twenty-Poursh house owned three, 9% cetera. There were sizhs 
hundred and seventy-three dwellings in Clarke County in 1850, ard | 
there were only four hundred and forty-seven slave holders.47 

In Clarke County, as in other southern areas, cotton was the 
type crop which required the use of slave labor, but near the end 
of the final decade of ths che pel Teh era in the county there was 
almost exactly the same mmber of acres under corn cultivation as 

fere were cotton oultivation. In faot, of thes seventy~oms thou- 
sard acres of improved land in Clarke County half way through the 
decade, figuring about twelve bushels of Indian corn per acre and 
thirty-three pounds of cotton per acre, then eight out of every 

ten aores of improved land in Clarke was planted in either cotton 


or corn,*3 





47. United States Census, 1850. 


438 and 49, The average corn and cotton yield per acre in 
Clarke County in that decade are estimates by Hr. Oe Ce Heln, Clarke 
County Farm Agent, Grove Hill, Alabama, in an interview on December 
10, 1953. The improved aoreazse under cultivation in Clarke County 
midway throuch the decade are figured on the tasis of 46,000 acres 
of improved land in 1850, United States Census; 278,000 bushels of 
Indian corn in 18503; 492,051 in 18603; 5,003 sinned cotton bales of 
600 pounds each in 1850, and 15,013 in 13850, These figures reveal 
also the interesting fact that in Clarke in 1850 thers were almost 
twice as many acres in corn as in cotton, but in the last decade 
the corn acreage doubled while cotton acreace tripled. 
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the other major crop in Clarke was sweet potatoes, About every 
thirty-fifth acre in Clarke was planted in this long-vired crop. 
Such an abundance of sweet potatoes, if figured county-wide, would 
mean a crop of over one hundred thousand bushels in 1850.49 These 
potatoes were largely home consumed. Certainly it was to the owner's 
advantaze to haves his slaves well fed. An ill-fed slave, just aa 
mich as an ill-fed horse or en ill-fed cow, would not speak well for 
the owner, The typical Clarke slave, morsover, had other reasons to 
look healthy. Clarke's mean temperature of around eighty degrees 
was usually not too swampy or too dry. Also there was the fect that 
the averase Clarke slave cor himself belonging to a labor force 
that was almost totally “Americanized.” Newspaper accounts in Clarke 
indicated very few African tern slaves. The Macon Banrer in Mays . 
1845, emphasized that 2 rursaway slave in Clarke County jail, who in 
addition to having an upper tcoth missing and a scar on ths back of 
his left wrist, "has African marks across his breast, and say they 
are family marks. « + pe 

Most Clarice County citizens claimed South Carolira as their 
rative state. This meant that the slaves not born in Clarke County 
had probably eccompanied their masters from South Carolina, The 
fact that most Clarke County people were natives of South Carolira, 
and that the second largest group were natives of North Carolina, 
while the third largest group were natives of Georgia, were fizures 
borzs ous by ths United States Census of 1650. 
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50. Macon Banner, May ll, 1845. 
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The Reverend T. He Ball, prominent historian and resident of 
Clarke County during part of this final antebellum decade, found 
that the usual food allowance for one week for each slave in Clarke 
County was one peck of meal for slaves large and small, three and 
one-half pounds of bacon, or other meat, Sometimes molasses was 
-ade ag a substizute for the meat. Eaoh month there was an allot= 
ment made for women and men of one pound of good toracco, According 
to the Reverend Ball, in cold weather ore dram or 4 "zood drink” of 
whiskey was given out eaon winter morning. In the matter of quan- 
tity, the Reverend Ball felt that the slaves were well fed, 

The population was just a dit more white than black in Clarks 
County durins the last decade of the antebellum period, but the nim-= 
ber of deaths wers almost in identical proportions. Ons hundred and 
gix whises diad in 1850 compared to ninety-two slaves, while one 
hundred and eight whites died, compared to one hundred and eight 
slaves dyinz, in 1860, as listed 4n the United States Census reports 
of 1850 and 1860. Almost exactly half (fifty-one per cent) of the 
slaves’ dsasrhs in 1860 were children four years and under, e fact 
which might point toward dietary deficiencies as a hindrance to the 
life-span of the slaves>* 

Slaves in Clarke County were, also, allowed to keep poultry in 
their back yards, and they were furnished dairy products fram the 
main house, or kept their own cows. ‘Whether or not Reverend Pall's 
i ee eee ee ea tet 
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observation was a correct one for the county as a vhole is uncertain, 
There were five thousand five hundred sixty milch cows in Clarke 
County in 1850 and eight hundred and seventy-thres families, as 
were more than erough milch oows, or approximately six to every 
family, white or colored, Since Clarks was exvorting very little, 
if any, milk, butter or cheese, this meant that there was a consider= 
able opportunity for slaves to supplement their regular food allows 
ances with these foods.°© 

A final reason for the slaves’ gereral hisalbh Se se good was 
that they wers both clothed and housed ina satisfactory manner, Two 
suits of cotson for summer use amt one wool suit for winter use was 
commonly ziven each slave each year, Reverend Ball reports, and they 
were also furnished with a blanked and a hat. There was firewood 
in abundance for cooking and heating. Cotton was the min crop and 
thus cotton clothing certainly not expensive either to tuy or make 
in Clarke County. There wore in 1850 more than five thousand Pive 
hundred sheep in the county, so certainly enough wool wes produced 
out of which to make winter clothes for those plantations not ordering 
reacy made clothes fron the eastern seaboard or from Enziand. Ths 
hats protected the wearers from the hot mid-day sun. Reverend Ball 
fourd in the losalitiss he studied that the averace slave was allowed 
a two hour noon-day rest in summer and one-half hour in winter, out 
of a sunrise to sumset workday schedule, On the seventh day of each 


————— 


55. United States Census, 1850. 


78 
week, Sunday, when the slaves were supposed to rest, if some of their 
masters sent or took them to church instead, they at least were dis- 
playing their masters’ care for them, and so, possibly, gained more 
materially, anyway, than they would havs froma full day*s rest.o* 

Following is an accow+ written by a Britisher who visited 
Clarke County in 1848 and witnessed a slave auction a% liacons 

I first saw an old man sold for one hundred and fifty 

dollars; then a boy, seventeen years old, knocked down 

for five hundred ard thirty-five dollars, on which a 

by-stander romarked to me, "They are selling well today," 

Next came the young man who was our stable boye «+ » 

And while she auctioneer bezan to describe him as a fine 

griff (wnich means three parss black), twenty-four years 

old, and having many superior qualities, on which he 

enlarged in detail. Theres was sharp bidding, which lasted. 

only a faw minutes, when he was sold for six hundred ard 

seventy-five dollars.°5 

Sir Crariss Lyell was quite surprised when he talxed with the 
boy later and Pound that he was very proud of the price that he . 
broucht and thas he kmew befors he went to the auction that his om 
master was goin: tc buy him back. He was not at all worried about 
the sale. 

The prices at the auction witressed by Lyell were rot, however, 
typical prices for slaves bartered in Clarke County during the ante= 
bellum period. As early as 1845, a price of eicht hundred dollars 
weg paid fer a Nezro boy named Herry, aged twenty-two years; 

". . . which toy I warrant to te sound in mind end body and a slave 
for life.” In 1850 a price of fifteen Imncred dollars was paid for 
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& slave by the name of Bott, about twenty years old. In 185l a4 


price of one thousand four hundred eishty=-seven dollars was paid 
for two Negro girls, Manery aged seventeen and Betty aged fourteen, 
In 1849 a price of fourteen mindred and fifty dollars was paid for 
two Negroes, Eliza tne child Thomas, 6 

Though it can te seen from the forezoing that the trend in 
slave prices was definitaly upward during the antebellum period, a 
definite averaze price for the period would be hard to determine, 
Too many factors had to te reckoned with in assessing the price of 
slaves; ass, sex, physical features, disposition, training, and 
even the currss price of stele Aged slaves were often considered 
liabilities. James PB, Sellars in Slavery in Alatama tells of some 
planters listinz their slaves over seventy as valueless, and that 
"Iwo old slaves, both women, once sold in Huntsville (Madison Comty, 
for one dollar). On the other hand, the hichest recorded price ever 
paid for slaves in that sara cowmty was four thousand five hundred 
dollars in 1840, for two young and skilled maless Monroe, aged 
about swenty-sizht years, and Charles, aged about twenty years, 
plasterers by trade,"97 

The price of slaves changed with the price of cotton, and the 
price cf cotton was not good in 16453 In fact it was only fivs 
cents a pound, tims tringsing slave prices down to as low as five 


testes 
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hundred dollars. These low prices lasted until the Walker Tariff 
broucht about a rapid increase in prices, so that ". . . as late 
as 1859 field hands (in the South) sold at $1,600 and 32,700, "98 
Railroad companies purchased many slaves in the decade of the fifties, 
causing slave prices to rise. However, the average slave price in 
Claris County was something less Shan one thousand dollars for each 
acult slave sold during the antebellum period. 

_ Such prices caused owners to search promptly for runaway slaves, 
Advertisements for runayay slaves wers in many issues of newspaperse 
If there were no more escapes in Clarke County than in some of the 
other slave areas during the period, it was certainly no fault of 
the thousazds upon thousands of sloping acres and green forests, 
the nearby swamps, or the many miles of waiting waterways, There 
may not hays tsen more escapes in Clarke County than in some of 
the "Black Belt” counties farther north. But if not, it is a fact 
that would seem to speak well for the lot of the Clarke County 
slave. 

The owner's problems were economic when a slave ran away, “sO 
he wag forced to use economics to solve them. Alnoat always re=- 
warda were offered for elusive runaways, At times, particularly 
durinz the latter part of the slavery recime, there wers 4s many 
as a half dozen "runaway notices” in ons newspaper in Clarke County. 

The money offered as reward, like the value of slaves, showed 


un inoreage through the years. Urles3 the runaway had committed a 
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capital offense, the averago reward for his return during the 
antebellum period in Clarke was fifty dollars, The highest remrd 
advertised in Clarke’s newspavers was one hundred dollars, Even 
two Negro children, Georgs, azed seven, and Poney (a girl, azod 
five), both children lost at the saltworks in 1856, wore considered 
by a Jona Stallinzs to ta worth fifty collars roward money 2ach.09 
Er, James Odom, of Suztsville, offered only a cash reward of 
twenty-five dollars to any person who would deliver to his planta- 
tion directly or to the jail in Clarke County, Alatara, his boy, 
Nelson, about five feet nins inches in heicht, one hundred seventy= 
five pounds, and of a rather dar complexion, 60 

Ia was the duty of Clarks's law enforcement officers to 
apprehend rumaways end, if their cwrers were not promptly located, 
to jail the truants. If the owner did not appear on the scens, the 
county would then advertise cy; way of the bewspaper, The first such 
advertiseremt pertaining to Clarke County appeared in the Mobile 
Commersial frecister and Patriot of March 2, 1856, Isprisoned in 
the Clarke county jail was e boy described as brizht mulatto, five 
foet eisht inches in height, nineteen or twenty years old, calls 
himself John Temsry and claims to be free, but says that he was 
last sold "by Georges W, Taylor to John Bullard c? Jones County, 
TOXaSse » e And the ownsr is requested to claim his property or hs 


£ : , ' b 
will be dealt with as the law directs, "5! 
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Lacking the assistance of picture advertising, most of the 
advertisements went into detailed descriptions concerning the run~ 
avays. Soanetimes this was no problem, as in the case of the Negro 
boy named Isiah, committed by the Sheriff of Clarke County in 1856: 
nN, | | said Negro is wearing earringse + + » He also claims he be- 
lonzed to a Mr. Curtis living near Bubler, Alavama,"62 

A Nesro boy named Isaao was confined vy the Probate Judge to 
the Clarke County jail in Yay, 1856, ". . e« said Negro clains hs 
belongs to iajor Willian Purks of Mobile Cowumty, near Bilboa's 
Island, that he worked on & steamboat during his two months on the 
Island. . « « The slave is of copper color, has a scar on his 
forehead ané ozs on his wrist, and is quits intelligent.755 

Once a Segre girl whose ===5 vas Rachel was committed to jail 
by the Justice of Peace, ®. , « cirl about fifteen, says she belongs 
to Dr. Ae Weatherly, 8 trader. The owner 4s requested to come for= 
ward, prove proverty and taxe her away, or she will be dealt with as 
the lay directs."64 

The kins of all ruzaways in Clarke County was the well-known 
Necro man, Harold, commonly kncwn by the nickrams Fal. Ee was & 
runaway slave froma Mississivpi plamtation and found refuge on the 
borders of the lezxe now nared after hin, in the fork of the Alatara 
and Tombizbee Rivers, at the southern end of Clarke County. This 
eS eee eee 
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beautiful leks situated in the swamps was an oasis in the wilderness 
as far as Hal was concerned, and feeling that it deserved members of 
his own race he began to guide slaves to it, allowing them to settle 
in the area with him. As a result, a small towm of runaways was 
tilt up. Proof of this story is the fact that many accounts of 
Hal’3 svisods tavs been handed dow from past gererations. But 
“much smoke meaning scme fire” does not necessarily apply to details, 
so thes year of Hal's first flight into the rezion is uncertain, 
Neither is it knorm just how many people eventually resided there 
with hin, 

The best historical account of "Hal's story" seems to te in 
Jarge mumber of slaves were referred to es living in the comity, 
A more recent story in the Therasville fines gives forty to fifty 
as the munber of people evertcally residing in ths colony and cives 
the date of Hal's finding the laze as 1850. All versions concur on 
the story’s end, however. The reason for the evertual canture and 
re~erslaverent of Hal and his people was that ons of them, tecause 
of a crudse, returned to civilization and betrayed "King Hal,"65 

The crime of rebellion and conspiracy was a grave offerse for 
e slave, but to be accused of it did not necessarily mean he was in 
trouble. A Negro ran nemed Dave, after being tried by a special 
county court and found s.ilty of rebellion and conspireoy in 1826, 


ey 


wes =ound over to the reclar Clarke County court, Tvrenty-four 





jurors wers summoned ". . , two-thirds of which to be Slave-Zoldars.” 
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From these a jury of twelve was selected to try Dave, The prisorer 
was found "not guilty” and acquitted.©6 

An educated slave possibly rad a better chance to flee his lot 
than one who was illiterate. At large ina land other than his 
native one, certainly the ability to at least read signs could have 
teen of some help to the ruraway. The practice of forzing a pass 
in order to mislead ourious whites was not unimown. fEven knowledzs 
of how to read and write would probably solve problems for a slave 
not well known in his commmity. However, in Clarke County the 
teaching of the Negro to read and write was virtually unknowm. Ths 
primary reason why the Clarke County Negro, as elsewhere in Alabama, 
could not read or write was cue to a state law passed in 1832. This 
law was =ritten hard upon the heels of the Nat Turner insurrection 
and its easence was the levying cf a two hundred fifty to five hun- 
dred dollar firs on anyone instruoting 4 Negro, slave or free, to 
read, write or cipher. Althcuzgh it is possible that some masters 
overlocked thts law in Clarke County, and perkaps scme Negroes 
learned to read and write through self-education, there is almost 
no evidence that this was donms. An exception to the rule is the 
seeninsly isolated case in the Clarks Coumty Court Records concerning 
guardians and estates, in which a guardian verified the spending of 
sixteen dollars for one year's schooling for a Negro woman and her 
children. This money seems to have been spent before the passage of 
the state law forbiddin: such,°? Avparently, a terevolent whites 
I 
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person who might want to see the Negro literate in Clarke was usually 
the type who would also respect the law. 

For the Nezro who could not successfully run away there remained 
ons other chanoe for freedom in antebellum Clarke, that of being 
given freedom by a benevolent master, and should the slave perform 
soma heroic deed, or should the owner for some othar rea3on take an 
exceptional liking to him, this might be domes. The usual means of 
doing this was for the owner to will the slave his freedom upon ths 
owner's death. It could be as simple as "I wish my black woman Rose 
to be set free at the next session of the Legislature."68 However, 
in cases whers the slaves a fread before the master’s death 
there was orcinmarily an umisual reason. The thickness of blood over 
water seems to have been ths obvious reason for John Bethan's 
freaing, upon authorization by the Censral Assembly, his Negro 
woman, Lydia, and her six miiatto children, plus a quadreon child,69 
Except for such acts of rammission, the slave status as such re= 
mained unchanged by the master's death, The slave was a chattel, and 
as chattel he was apportioned to the legal hsir. Henry G. Pavia? 
will to his wife in 1838 is a model for conciseness: ".. . to my 
wife, Jane A. Davis, all iand lying in the fork of the Alabama and 
Tombeckbee Rivers in Clarke County, State of Alabama. Tosether 
with all my personal property, Negroes, miles, horses, cattle and 


hogs, household and kitchen furniture,™/0 
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The free Negroes in antebellum Clarke County were scarce, They 
became relatively more scarce as antecellim years passed cn, Ths 
reason for the gmall mmber of free Negroes was that the state laws 
comtrolled their number as the years saw an increase in northern 
abolitionist sentiment. The first law directly limiting the activ=- 
isiss of she frse Nezro in Alabama wa3 passed by the Cereral Assenoly 
in 1822, It forbade free Negroes to keep taverns or retail spiritu- 
ous liquors. Prohibitions of this kind increased throuznout the 
antebellum period. Soon frees Negroes could not trade with the slaves 
or receive them into their homes without permission from their master. 
The state Anti-Immigration Act of 1352 prohibited free Negroes from 
coming inve Alabama, In 1334 the General Assembly passed a law 
making it mandatory for a slave to leave Alebera immediately after 
manumissicn, If the free Nezro returned, he was liable to re= 
enslavement for life. In 1839 the Seizure Act made it lawful for 
any person to seize and enslave for life any free Negro who had come 
into the state since February, 1832, or who should enter the stata 
ter ths passage of the law, Finally, the Gensral Assembly of 
1859-1860 daolared as void all wills which emancipated slaves, and 
in addition provided that any free Eegro nights voluntarily selsot 
@ master and return to the questionable protection in this status 
of slave, 
There were slave owners in Clarke County, such as the writers 
of thoas wills mextioned sarlior, who ignored the state lays and 
went right ahead, froaing slaves. But they were only isolated cases, 
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The following statistics are Pisures covering ths four decades of 
antebellum Clarke, showing the number of free Nezrces compared to 
total populations and indicating their mmerically downmard trend.72 


YEAR ALTOGETHER WHITES ONLY SLAVES ONLY FREE COLORED 


1820 5839 3778 2035 26 
1320 75395 5394 3782 25 
1840 8340 4228 4395 a7, 
1850 9786 4901 4876 9 
1860 15049 75399 7436 14 


When children were born to free Negroes, theirs was a precarious 
status indeed, The offsprins, lacking freedom pavers with which to 
prove theiz> ?rsedan, and with a potential value of maybe a thousand 
dollars, wers sometimes smatched um and sold either "up or down the 
river,” according to which direstion the best market might be. The 
wisest thing for the free Negro to do waa to enslave his own off- 
spring, thus civing the offspring a master with whom to identify 
himsel? in case the need of identification arose, This enslavement 
sometimes made larce slaveholders of the free Negroes. In ante= 
bellum Clarke there were notable examples of this. A free woman of 
color, P, T. Harris, headed a family of twenty-five Nerrces and out 
of the tventy-five there were twenty-four slaves, A free man of? 
color in Clarke, Tavied Monack, wes head of a family of twenty-eizcht 


Necross and out of the trenty-eight there were twenty-seven slaves. 
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The other free Negroes listed as heads of families in Clarks in 
1830 wore 3 James Meegs, William Hatcher, and Joseph Stapleton.73 

Due to the general suspicion of Clarke's free Negro, Limited 
by the state laws, it was better for him to accept seniostavery in 
the form of guardianship, In fact, if by the summer of 1854, the 
free cerson of color over fourteen ysars of a7 had not ohosen a 
guardian, he was in defiance of an act passed by the stetets Gen= 
eral Assemoly of 1853-54, Choosing a guardian was being done in 
Clarke County as early as 1821, In that year, or earlier, it was, 
"Ordered by the Court that Henry Franklin be appointed Guardian to 
Isabel Clark, a free girl of colour, and that he give tond and 
security to ths amouns of five hundred dollars,"74 Later, in 1844, 
& croup of six men underwrote a rive hundred dollar tond to insure 
that Sammel T. Cobb, guardian of a free Negro woman ramed Dollay, 
", « » Small well and truly perform all the duties which are or may 
be by law required of him as such Guardian therein. . . 2775 

To ths slave who desired to escape field hand work there always 
rerainsd om firal possibility. He might be hired out by his ower 
to work for some person for either snort or long periods of tims, 
and in this case he might get a task unlike his old one. Such 


hirinz out was the lot of four slaves belonging to the estate of 
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filliam Marks in 1832. A Negro named Enberson was hired to William 
Chaver for ons hundred sishty-three dollars and thirty-three and 
one-third cents, which could rave meant that he, Emberson, hired 
out for a full season unless he was unusually skilled; Amey hired 
out to Amos C, Wilson for thirty dollars; Fanney to Christopher 
eriscenets ror thirty dollars, and Ludy to C, 3. tlann for forty-three 
dollars, A fifth slave belonzing to the sane estate apparently 
"hired out" in the one way that needed no return. The fifth slave, 
Harbert, increased his master's estate by two hundred sixty-two - 


dollars and fifty cents as compensation for his own execution by 


oO 


the state.” 

S seems most noteworthy that during the antebellim period 
Clarzs Courmsy had no major trouble with its slaves. Ina population 
that throuca the decades was almost evenly divided between white and 
black, in an area of trees and streama offering considerable sanc< 
tuary, and with a system of labor whereby the captive was brought 
forcibly from his native land ard required to labor fora strange 
"Yarse and Hissaus," so little discord spokes well either for the 
temperament of the Nesro, or for the understandins of the white 
masters, or for the effectiveness of the laws. Probably it spokes 
at least a little for all threa, 

“hatever the reason for its existence, the slavery system 
provided Clarke County with the sufficient quantity of labor neces- 


Sarg for ibs radid expansion froma tsavily timbered forest land to 
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farm area. By 1850 the following figures 


revealed this progress: 


46,438 
180,970 
$631,003 
2,034 
387 

5, 560 
1,240 
9,323 
5,659 
28,018 
$274,113 
103,462 
278,133 
5,003 
$81,507 


The foreroing, a3 was 


half of the iccroved 


cotton or cern, Ths 


AGRICULTURAL CLARKE?7 


acres of improved land in 1850 
acres of unimproved land 

cash value of Farms 

horses 

asse3 and muls3 

milch cows 

workins cxen 

other cattle 

shsep 

swirs 

value of live stock 

bushels of sweet potatoes 
bushels cf Indian Corn 

tales of zimmed cotton (400 1b, bales) 
value of animals slauzhtered 


stated earlier, means that approximately 
lard in Clarke County was planted in either 


ratio held trues until the end of the antebellum 


period accordins to United States Census figures for 1860, 


In comparison to ths preceding agricultural figures there wore 


only sixteen industries in Clarks County in 1850 producing articles 


worth fives bondred dollars or more annually. 


The largest of the 


sixteen industries, accordins to the amount or capital invested, was 


John Darrinston’s sawmill employing eight people, at least some of 


whom were probably numbered among his one hundred and sixty-two 


slaves of that year. 


eleven were directly 


Mus oa Sas 


industries, ome ceocoper; one tar and rosin, anc 


Six of the sixteen industries were sawmills, 
affiliated with the lumber business: two 


so0d 


ons 





17.6 


United States Census, 1850, 


$1 

and irommonger, In addition there were two tanyards, onemechanic, 
one blacksmith, and one "segar” (cizar) maker. All the sawmills 
operated by water power but all of the other industry operated by 
hand except one tanyard which used horsepower and one turpentine 
industry which used a distillery, /8 

The above mentioned wood and iron industry seems to hays been 
simply a blacksmith shop using the more hich-sounding rame,. The 
Samuel Cole who owned the wood and iron industry listed in the 1850 
United States Census was likely the same S. Coale who advertised in 
the Clarke County Democrat in 1856, And if the desire "to make a 
go of thinss” reaped the sane harvest then as today, then Mr. Coals, 
a3 viewed by the following advertisement, surely increased his 
busixzeas. 

Encourage Southern Industry 


EAGLE FACTOSY, Sugzsville, Ala, 





- WAGON MAKING, 
Carriass & Buggy Repairing, 
Elacksmithinz, &c. 

The subsoriber, thankful for past favors, earnestly 
solicits a continuance of the same, The fams of his work= 
shops will be maintained as heretofore by a strict attention 
to all tusingss, 


S. Coste (2 
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In addition to Coale's “wood and iron works” the town of 
Sugssville also had a tanyard nearby, It had an eye open for busi= 
ness, wantinz to buy or sell. The following was its advertisement: 
HIDES WANTED 
I WILL PAY 12% cents per pound for good dry salted 
HIDES, and 6 cents for green ores, delivered at ny 
Tanyard, 3 miles south of Sugzsville. 
A zood supply of RUSSET BROGANS will always be 
found on hand for sale, cheap, by the subscriber. 
; L. A. CALLIZRSO 
There was one industry in Clarks not associated with either the 
eericulturs or timberins industries, It was unique in the South and 
one that placed Clarxs County on the map duets the Civil Yar. This 
wags the salt industry of the "Upper, Middle, and Leower™ Salt Works 
southwest of Jackson. t should be aay Be thouzh, that de=- 
spite its valiant role during the Civil Var period, it was a tiny 
nd unprofitable industry during the amtebellim period, "fhe Yorks” 
were never able to comete successfully with the price of salt im 
ported into the area from elsewhere. The famous three salt springs 
southwest of Jackson, used by the Indians for rany generations as a 
source of salt, were ceded to ths State of Alabama by the United 
States when Alabama took up statehcod in 1819, The national Consress 


rad provided by an act that Alabama lesislature should never sell 
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time. The first time the springs were subsequently leased by the 
state to private citizens seems to have been in 1826 to an 111-fated 
Ym. Bayard, Jr. & Co. cf Nobile, 

Appearins in the Alabama Journal of that year, as in other 
papers, was this company’s following advertisement: 

ALABAMA saLr8l 

‘TEs ALASAMA SALT MANUPACTURING COMPANY have the satise 

faction of informing the Public that they have so far 

completed the Works of their Establishment, on the 

Tombeckbe River, as to be enabled to furnish a constant 

supdiy of SALTs; which in points of? Quality, will te 

found equal, if not supericr, to any imported, 

The imported salt triumphed, however, for Bayard refused to 
renew his lease, and the next extrepeneur seems to have teen "ons 
Seth Huns? whs terminated his extercrise "abruptly by abandoment 
Ox Som spcurterances corsistin=: of large traps end Iron Zetties, 722 

The end o? this second attempt to capitalize in "Clarke salt" 
ended with a spectacular sale in June, 1848, when the seeringly 
indefatigable John Portis after rounding up some of Seth Hunt's 
formar kettle property, "appropriated to terporary purposes by 
hondorable citizens who will pay for same or return upon notice,” 
auctioned of f a total of "20,95 worth of kettles, pars, house frames, 
Bugers, etc., ranging in price from five cents to five dollars and 
togather fifty-three items,"95 
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82, Froma letter oy the newly azcointed Agent for Salt Feserves 
in Alabara, John W. Portis, written to Governor Chapman in 1847, Oric= 
tral is in the Alatama Department of Archives ard istory, Montsomery, 


Alabama, 


82. From a letter written ty John %. Portis to Governor Chapran, 
written from Jackson, Clarke County, Aletama, on July 13, 1848, 
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The failures of Bayard and Hunt's efforts to prove commercially 
successful with the salt springs southvest of Jackson dampened fur= 
ther enthusiasm during the antebellum pericd, and the sorings re= 
rained virtually forgotten unvil the scarcitias of war skyrocketed 
their importence to a Confederate cause. 

Exceot for its lumber busizess Clarke County had, as has 
already been pointed cut, very little industry during the antee 
bellum perioc, and the county's retail prices during the period wers 
largely a result of prices of goods on the eastern seaboard. This 
is apparent from a look into a zgereral store, a prosperous one, in 
the town af Bashi, Clarks County, Alabama, It was owned and oper= 
ated ty a Cecrze Carleton, an umsually interesting persorality who 
had mace his momey as a forbyerniner in California, Carleton and 
his brother received their gocés directly from New York City. TVhile 
Mr, George Carlston was tuyins goods in New York he wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to his wife in Bashi. This letter was written fram 
New York and dated September 10, 1854, 

I am purchasing a beautiful stock of gocds--the prettiest 

and most complete ever purchased for Bashi. And when I 

return I can be a mich better business man than I ever 

was befcre, I have causht the art of a mmber of in=- 

portant items I did not know how to get richt tefore. .. 

I have as yet only been able to buy ny clothing and silks 

aud dry soods, Sut I have most of the other bills in 

such a position I can purchase them right ehead. ... 

Fhen convenient, you may tell our friends we rill have a 


splendié and beautiful assortment of zoods for our fall 


anc winter stock, Ther will te soods cheaper than ever 
ee 34 
before, PP 


nee 


64, Letters of Mr. George Carleton, in possession of ¥r, 
Quincy L. Acams, Thomasville, Alabara 
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The next year, Octover, 1855, Ur, Carleton again in New York 
wrave his wifes: 
Send our vehicle on Saturday morning to Mr. S, UW. Portis 
and let it rerain t*ere unsil I come. Let the mule re~ 
main, and let the one walk tack who carries it. Leave 


the front seat_at home, as I will havea large trunk 
with me... .&5 


in addition to whas he trourht homes in ths trunk ir. Carlaton 
apparently maca provisions for shipoving additional zoods to Bashi, 
The following advertisement avpeared in warech, 1856. 

THS BASHI sToz586 

Will have early Sprins, from New York, THE ZARGESP AND 

“CS? COOLETE ASSORTMENT CF GCODS it has previously 

vad. . . Its rela anc Dolicey as to VAPI=ETY, PRICES AND 

SATISFACTION TC CUSTOMERS IS "BETTE? NEXT TIME." 

Ceorge Carleton 

“earmwhils, Carleton's competitor in Choctaw Cornsr, L. Pots by 
mans, received during this sams summer a New York shipment, “Chis 
enabled Pools to advertise by August, 1856, the following newly 
e&cquired gocds: | 


L. POCLE, AT CHOCTAY COPNER, 


Respectfully calls attention to his customers and friends 
vo the followins new articles which he has just received. .. 


Extra fine Banscok, new article 

Fins Silk Tissues and Fuslins 

A fine assortment of Simmer Mantillas 

Fine cut and fisured Hareze 

Cents fine low quarter Shces, latest style 
Summer Clothing 

Ponnsts and Parasols 


"4 Uy My hy 
Me be 
a 64 b 


ae LOL, 





86, Clarke County Dumecrat, Farch et, 1655. 





Lot of fine Pocket Cutlery 
Horse Netting 
Fine Wire Sap Tobacco 
Farrison's blue, black, red and indellible inks 
Harrison's Perfumery, Extracts and Soaps 
Palm of a Thousand Flowers 
Radway’s Remedies, otc. etc, 
Please call and examine goods and prices for yeurselves,87 
As Yor Ceorgs Carlaton’s Bashi Store it was serhaos ominous 
that in his next lettar to his wife, written in 1856 during still 
another of his business trips tc New York, he concluded with the 
acvice, in case “any of cur family should die before my return, 
I would you would bury them as laid off in the map belew.88 In 


» 


his return this time from Few York there was another possibly por= 
tertous ervers; no trunk this time; all he wanted to mset hin was a 
buggy.S9 This was ths last of the New York trips for a young, 
eazer Clarks County merchants. Carleton (Casteay™es April, 1857, 
died "after a lons and painful illness” at his homes in Bashi, 

azed thirty-six,50 and a few months later Horatio C. Grayson and 
William Eite Devis ware operating at "Georse Carleton's old 


stand. « e e and on the usual credits to prompt paying custoners, "9l 


Clarke County's Choctaw Cornsr must definitely heve reached 





87. Ibid., Aucust 21, 1856, 
838. Letter from Georges Carleton on August 28, 1856, including 
map of proposed graveyard, in possession of Mes. As Es Nichols, 


Thomasville, Alabama, 


. . oe 
89. Ibid., Seotember 7, 1855. 
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SO. Mr. Georze Carleton's Private Journal, Vol. Ti, pv. 67. 


91. Clarke County Temocrat, November 26, 1857, 
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its all-time peak as far as business was concerned for in that same 
yeer, 1857, a drug store opensd with the following advertisement: 

CHCCTAM CORNER DRUG STORE 


We have just opened and now o-fer for sale a large and 
comolete stook of DFUGS, MEDICINES, CHEXICALS, FALNIS, OLLS, 
DYE“STUFFS AND. PERFULERY. 

FANCY GCODS CF EVERY DESC?PIPTION, 

4 few lisht GRCCS2IRs, 

We invite special ettenticn to our fine old Brandiss, 
Wines, Whiskey, Schiedam Schrapos, eto., bought expressly 
for medical purposes and WAPRANTED PURE, 


PATENT MEDICINES CONSTANTLY ON HAND, 
feving purchased our stock in New Yold entirely for 
cash, wo are enabled to furnish our patrons with PU-? and 
FrbSh xedicines, and uson as reasonable terms of any 
Southern drug store cen furnish them. 
2c 
ASE SNATRY & DAVIS 


Evicensiy the City of Bew York satisfied mry Clarke County 
Customers, fcr in that seme year, 1857, a ladiest millinery shop 
wes getting started in Grove Sill, with ysar around fashions 
premised from the northern metropolis, 


TO THE LADIES CF GROVE HILL 
Mrs. Fiebleman, Millinsr 

Respectfully informs the Ladies of this place and the 
surrounding country that she has serransntly located 
in Crove Hill for the purpose of carrying on the 
MILLIRESRY BUSINESS in all its branches. She will make 
new bonnets to any desired fashion, and keep esnstantly 
on hand a general assortment of PIZB0NS, STLZS, SATINS, 
APT FICIAL FLOVERS, etc. 

ts repaired and trimmed to order, She will te 
receiving from Few Yor the Sprins, Fall, and Winter 


UST PECEIVED 
A new and Fasnionazle assortment cf millinery and Dress 
cL 


oS 


fcocs fcr ladies, 








$8 
In general, by 1857 Clarks County was flourishing. A writer 
in the Clarke County Democrat thousht thats 


Indebtedness among planters of the South must be small, 
in comparison with what it usually is, for this reason: 
Negro traffic is our great source of indebtedness, and 
owing to their extremely high price for the past four 
or five years, our transactions have teen very lizht in 
that lines. Fence, it is vary probable that one-third, 
or 2% laast ore-ralf, of the cotton crov of Alabama, 
would close the local or planter liabilities--provided 
we hold tack our crops. . .« e In this way, the farmers 
will not sacrifice their earnings by undoing that which 
a selfish and avaricious set of bankers and financiers 
have dore, ee ® 


The specific cost and trend in food prices can be seen by the 
following shart. The chart is based upon the prices that the Clarks 
Coun-y ccurz ef commissiorsers in 1942 and 1844 set as "fair prices” 
to be charged by the various “taverns” in the county,95 This setting 
of prices was the prastice of the county court oem at least the 


latter part oc? the antebellum period. 


1842 1844 
Dimer $ .373 $ .40 
Supper . oSly Pp 6) 
Break?tast Sle 250 
Horses per feed ed73B PPTs) 
Eorse per night 075 075 
Horse day and night 1.25 1,10 
For man and horse for 24 hours 2,00 1.75 
Spirits per drink 206 cash 005 cash 
e125 crecit el0 credit 


The county court of commissioners may have been experinenting 


@ little with the prices, brinsing them down generally, perhaos in 


. & > 


L = : ws. gt A qa- ++_,7 a P mays > < oe = 
ro 37Donsa 70 OHOULAY cermand, Ay L2AS0 wWI6ayS Cr lourvaern Years jatexr 


S4, Ibid., November 26, 1857, 


95. Minutes of the Commissioners Court, 1857-1849, Kay 1842, 
Pe SO; and Liay, 1844, p, 201. 
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the prices were slightly up egain. Or so they were anyway to one 
business man, who in 1856 wrote home to his wife to be certain and 
charge, should travelers stop ty, "75 cents per man for supper, 
breakfast and lodging, or 65 cents for just supver and lodzing, 
with children and servants gettins by for half price,"96 

rf, mainly, the county apvcears evernhelned with economis 
thought, 1t can somewhat be forgiven tecause of its newness in such 
matters. As the saying has it, a new broom sweeps clean. And such 
scemed the path of Clarke County currents, as businsss eacerly 


advanced, 


cp eee 


96. Letter from George Carleton to his wife in Bashi, Clarks 
County, Alabama, dated Aucust 2S, 1856, 


CHAPTER V 
CULTURAL LIFE IN ANTEBELLUM CLARKE 


The role of education in antebellum Clarke County was a most 
important factor in the county's cultural life=-this anyway, if 
the word "education™ i3 used to include all intellectual life in 
general as well as organized schooling within the county. Probably 
the next most important part was the professional, the third most 
important was the social, ard, finally, though perhaps ruming close-~ 
ly behind, was the part of organized relicion which claimed about ons 
out of four of Clarke's spur take in 1860. (The ficures for church 
membership in Clarke will be dealt with later in this section.) 

The four parss will, therefore, be studied in that order: education, 
then professiormal, then secial, then orzanized reiseiors 

The part cf education in antebellum Clarke was a private one, 
Not many publio schools appeared in the county during this era. Pri- 
vate academies were the basis of organized schooling. By 1860 fifteen 
such academiss were either in existence in Clarke or had operated 
within the county during part of its forty-eisht year history, All 
of Clarke's rain towns--Grove Hill, Jackson, Sugzsville, Bashi, 
Clarkesville and Coffeeville--couic boast of at least one academy 
during their lifetime, and these are listed in the appendix. 

It was no problem to begin ons of these academiss. The 
inclination to de so seemed to be all one needed; that coupled with 
sree Seoul ts Rane ne 

1. See Apoendix IV, p,. 15%, 
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the fact that the choice of subjects to be taught was pretty much the 


ones the principal himself enjoyed. If the principal did not want to 
teach the higher arts, he could settle down to teaching Pe fiasn 
(secondary subjects) or even to merely emphasizing reacing or writing. 
EKowever, the advertisements concerning Clarke's academies during the 
antesellum period usually emphasized the hicsher arts, 

~The first academy built in Clarke County was at Jackson. There 
had teen talk of an academy there in 1814, when Jackson was still 
being called Pine Level by newcomers or Republicville ty old timers, 
but that academy was placed instead at St. Stephens, It became 
knowm as Fashinston Academy at St. Stephens, across the river from 
Jackson in ¥ashington County, Alabama, but it gave the young ladies 
of Clarks early ouportunitiss for academic education. When Ping 
Level was incorporated as Jackson in 1816, the new town drewa plat 
for a school upon its original olat, and an academy was erected, It 
was a large academy within ons tuilding having a spire and bell, and 
which was usec also for a church. The spire overlooked the river 
where, in the cays before the steamboats, sometimes as many as twenty 
sailing vessels lay at the Jackson landing with sails Purled, pointe 
ing up toward the lonely spire. Although a Conzressioral Act of 
1€03 had reserved section sixteen in every township for the support 
of schools within the townships of the then Mississippi Territory, 


it seems unlikely that the Jackson Academy berefitted from other 


2 


u 


sean student fses. The fee9, anparently, were insufficient, for the 


pete 


2. Jackson needed a bank like St. Stephens. Increasing its 
capital stock by sellinz shares at auction, the St. Sisphens' bank 
planned to appropriate to the towm!'s academy all profit, if aly, 

(Footnote continued on next pase) 
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Jackson Academy existed only a short time.® 
The second academy was Pendeiton Academy at Coffeeville, opening 
in 1833, This academy wes followed in 1836 by the opening of a third 
acedeny, Franklin Institute, at Sugzsville, with 2B, H. Sturgis as 
principal. “Also in 1836, or maybe even a little earlier, a Ferale 


as, 


Academy was covered at Susesvills, with is. M’Cary, wife of the 
editor of the Clarke County Post, as principal. Undountedly the 
following advertisement, therefore, cost nothings 
SUGCSYILLE FEMALE ACADENY4 

Mrs. U'Cary, begs leaves respectfully to tender her services 

and sincere thanks to the citizena of Clarke County of the 

Suggsville vicinity for their liberal patronage and begs 

leave to assure them and the pudlic generally, that her ef- 

forts are to advance the character of the institution, and 

ful?iil tha just expectations of its friends and patrons 

in every quarter, 

Aliso in Suzssville the PiPth academy, the Sugesville Institute 
for young ladies, apparently cpened in July, 1837, operated by a 
couple nared Pilate, Even thoush Hrs. M’Cary's Sugssvills Female 
Acadory had msermhile obtained a "superior and fine tored Piano 
Forte," the Pilates advertised to teach vocel lessons with piano 
and guitar at only one hundred collars a year, end vocal lessons 
wish harp for only ore hundred tventy collars a year, Ths price 


for "vical lessons with harp" was the same price as for "teard and 


washing” for a year, one hundred and twenty dollars.5 


Orie imenc=rcecmemeemeenmeaemreemeee ee nee 
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Ooms Ol tbic., po. 90, 108, 111, 
4. Clarke County Pest, June 13, 1836. 


Se T, EH. Ball, The Great South Fast, pp. 106-107, 
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In September, 1846, the Macon (Crows Hill) Male and Female 
Academy opened, Eufus H. Kilpatrick, A. Me, as principal. In 1851 
the Rev. T. He Ball, Ae Me, and his sister, Miss E. H, Ball, suc~ 
ceeded Kilpatrick in operating the academy. By then the institution 
was known as the Grove Hill Male and Fermle Academy. As such it was 
given sy trustees and surrounding citizens in 1851 "valuable philo- 
Sophical and chemical anoparatus which had arrived in the summer from 
Boston." Pgrhaps in return for this, Zeverend Ball henceforth wrote 
the hymns used in the morning davotiorals, the school being opened 
each day with an hour of worship, teachers as well as pupils 
joining in.6 

Ths Reverend Ball continued with the Grove Hill Male and Female 
Academy until he left the county (to return later), whereupon the 
Academy in January, 1857, tock “pleasure in announcing to the frienis 
of this Institution, and the public generally, that Mr. E, A. Scott 
has arrived and will enter upon the discharge of his duties as 
Superintendent of this Academy. . . .”’ The Academy contimued to 
expand, for 1% seems that the following milding was soon added: 

TO MeECHANICS® 

Tre undersimed will receive bids for building a Female 

Academy @t Crove Hill. . . . building to be 40 by 

fset, 15 fees hich between joists, with "hip roof" and 

belfry, the floor to te tonzued and grooved, ths 

ceiling rough for paperinzg. .. » 
foc Ea 
J. R, Pompers) 


J. S. Ceate )} Buildinz Co, 
H. We Burse ) 





6. Loses Pde 212-215, 
7. Clarke County Democrat, January I, 1857. 


8. Ibid., Hay 14, 1857. 


In the same issue of the Clarke County Democrat a casont 
advertisement stated that "The trustees of the Crove Bill Academy 
Propose to pay a liberal salary for the services of a FEMALE TEACHER, 
who can produces satisfactory testimonials of Scholarship, . » ."9 

The Grove Hill Vale and Female Academies (still ore academy with 
Gvo cepartments) announced the overing o? their 1858 seasion wish 
gusto, Apparently the two were prospering, even though it had been 
four years now, February 15, 1854, since an Alatara law went into 
effect establishing a state superintendent of schools, three can= 
missioners for each county and trustees for every township, the 
ultimate pursese of all three to supervise public schools in tha 
state,i0 In fact, in the scrinz of 1848, the election precincts of 
Grove Hill, Uackscnedarteertyiae Gainestown, Good Spring, Suz-s= 
ville, Gin House, Gates, Campbell's Bashi, Tallahatta Spring, 
Clarkesville, and Gosport in Clarke County had gathered ina total 
of four hundred and seventy votes for sae school superintendent,tl 
Put with yet no public schools in the county and, in faot, with the 
gersral idea of publio education still in the nuclear stage-it was 
practical for the two Grove Hill academies to want students to enter 
their 1858 session merely on the basis that Superintendent Reverend 


Sy einic. 





10. Acts cf the Cereral Assembly, 1854-1855, 
Jl. Clarks Couns Pemocrat, tay 15, 1853 


12. The first public school in Alabama cpened in November, 1852, 
in Mobile, Hinnie Clare Zoyd, Alabama in the Fifties, p, 130, 
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John Ce Foster was too well kmown "to suversede the necessity of 
any encomiums on our part," and that his assistant, Hr. Ford, was 
a "young man of mch promise" and "of close application."23 

The two Grove Hill academies were doing their valiant part in 
1858 24 See that long gap prior to the public education era, 
The two academies were “wel? sustained during the last session, 
nuabsring nearly one hundred students, and from the high reputation 
they now deservedly have wo may have every reason to believe there 
will be ona hundred and fifty students during the ensuing year,” 
One reason given for the increase was that the "Trustees herve dis- 
played much energy in eetrer up these schools, and they now rest 
on & sclid and firm foundation.” Another indication of thse two 
academies’ prosess by 1358, was the fact that "Husic will be taught 
here for FIFTEES DOLLARS PER TERM, which is certainly mich lower 
than at any other institution within our knowledge." Too, "young 
mene » e Will be furnished with neat offices, where they can be 
perfectly retired, and with ever convenience for study.” In addi- 
tion, "The place is noted for health” and "We sugssst to students 
the propriety of beings here at the COMMENCEMENT, as many advantages 
are gained by is./4 

In the same year, 1853, that tre Reverend fall ard kis sister 
had taken over the operation of the two Grove Hill academies, the 


Franklin Academy opsned at Suzgsvills, which also had male and 


tt 


bid, 


ee ee 
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department was J, G, Seawell, A. Be, ". « » by birth and education 
& Southerner. . «” who ". « « combines eccurate scholarship with 
an originality of system which promises superiority.” The head of 
ths fomale department was Miss M. Je McColl, ". e « mative of an 
adjoining county, educated by the best teachers of the South. . ” 


", » « combines with a lady-like devortment a sraceful ease 


who 
and familiarity with letters and science which receives the admirae- 
tion of everyors.” Assistant to Miss McColl was Hiss J. L. Houck, 

", « « @lso raised and educated in the South. . ." and capable of 
teaching ths "Ornamental Branches.” In addition there was on the 
faculty "Mr. Louis Kam, late of the Talladega Preswyeeeas Colleges, 
one of the nest exquisite and extraordinary Pianists," and his wife, 
tne former Miss Jones ard *, . . & great favorita at La Granze 

Female Colleze, Sa., and subsequently at Oak Bowery Female Collese, 
Ala," With such a faculty, ". . « entire satisfaction can and will 
be given,” especially since "Suzzsville is on a hizh, well-watered 
ridge, sufficisntly elevated to te remarkable for health, never had 
en epidemic and is well known in tha moral world for its erder, quiet 
end sobriaty and industry; having kad no spirits retailed within ten 
miles curing the past ten years." In addition to this there was 

"e + 6 access by stage tri-weekly with Mobile in 12 hours and Greens- 
borough in 20 hours” end "the conveniences of Globes, Maps, Instruments, 
Models and Apparatus, both chemical ard philosophical, combined with 


- ’ 335 
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farch 20, 1856, 





107 
Near the middle of the above unusually long advertisement there 
were the following lists of rates for ten months’ stay at the 
Franklin Academys 
PATES PER SESSION OF TEN MONTHS 


list class = Spelling, Reading, Mental Arithmetic, 
Primary Geography, $20, 

2nd clasa = Grammar, Arittmetio, History, Potany, 
Ceography, Natural Philosophy, 330, 

srd class = Chemistry, Algebra, Ceometry, Book 
Keeping, Moral Science, Political 
Eoonomy.and Ancient Lansuages (in 
the male Department) $40, 


Music, on Piano, Guitar or Violin 
(each) $40, 
Use of instrumerts, $10, 
Drawing, Sxatching and Crayoning, $20, 
Paincing in “ater or Oil Colors, $25, 
Encroidery, Crochet=Work, Fancy Knitting, 
and Netting, Point Lace Work, ard Cruel 
Raised Gork and other kinds of Fancy 
Needle fork, 315, 
Wax, Paper and Worsted Flowers, $20, 
Chirograpiy, Composition, Elocution and 
Vocal imsic, taught free of charge. 
French and Gorman (and Latin in the 
Female Department) taught at the extra 
rate of $20. 
No deductions for loss of time, only at the disoretion 
of the Trustees,16 


Some time before the spring of 1853 the sonic Institute of 
Clarks County opensd at the "extremely vleasant and realthy location 


"Here boare could “be obtained in respectable 


of Choctaw Correr, 
fanilios at $10 per month.” The school was divided into Primary 
Class, Intermediate Class, and Senior Class with the latter being 


tauch% foteny and Chemistry (completed), Astrozory, Losic, Intel- 


isctual and Moral Science, Xenets Elements of CrtbieLertgeand tho 
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Higher Mathematics. The "Ornamental branches” were "at the usual 
rates.” The school term was five months,17 A year later, in the 


sprinz of 1859, the newspaper announced: 


e « e the Pov, T. H. Ball, formerly Teacher at Crove 
Hill and Rockville, having returned to the county of 
Clarks, informs his friends that he has taken chargs 
of the Eclectio Academy, a rew institution, just 
onered, situated four and a half miles from Crove 
Hill, near the road leading to Claiborne, where he is 
zealously discharging the duties of teacher, 


« « e his love for tha younz, and his zeal in WAKING 

UP THS MIND and imparting knowledge, he trusts to 

command himself yet again. . e e He confides in the 

good judsment of discerning friends, who are ever 

ready to recozmize a disciplined intelligent, a strong, 
true heart, and wmmavering meral principle, and who 
aporsciates such qualitiss in a teacher of the young. « « 


The advertisexsnt’s conclusion indicates that 1% would have been 
cheaper thm average ts attend Reverend Ball's Eclectic Academy ard 
thereby sutmit to instruction from Clarke's most versatile minister, 
historian and educator: 
RATES OF TUITION, FOR ONE TERM 

Preparatory course «ee 2 0 se ee ee ww ee SLO 

Academis course e es mele 1s dia unsecdsonel sar enelo 

Collesiate preparatory . oee3etsseeeee “2 So 

Foard can be obtained in a few families at $6 to $8 a 

month. The present term commences February 15th, 1859, 

and centinues five months. 

T, H. Pall, Principal,48 
In the fall of 1859 West Bend Academy opened at West Bend (near 


Coffeesville), It was probably about the same time that the Coffee-= 


ville Academy cpened in Coffeeville, An academy was also opened at 





17. Ibid., January 28, 1858. 


18. Ibid., March 3, 1859, 
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Bashi, this possibly in 1859, In 1860 the Rural Male and Permale 
Academy opened five miles east of Choctaw Corner. The principal 
was Mr. T. J, Ford, who had taught at Grove Hill and several other 
places before coming to Choctaw Corner,19 
At the end of the school term in the various academiag it was 
customary, cr 25 least is was customary if the school wnougns it 
safe, to examine the students orally, to invite the public, and to 
rakes a big affair in general of whatever the students had learned 
in the past school session, Armounsement of the exanination was 
advertised, and usually cave the following information: 
EXAM NATION 
An EXAMTHATION of the Studsxts of the Crove Hill Yale 
and Femala Academiss, will commence on Tuesday the Sth 
ESSe, and contim:e two days, Exercises commencing at 
9 o'clock, asm, The public are respectfully invited 
to attend, 20 
Al<hough at some academisa the programs lasted three days, in 
1857 the Grove Hill Academy outs the time dew to cn@. The clock= 
like schedule of events, as follows, indicates the reason why one 
day may have been enough: 
GROVE HILL ACADEMY, PROGRAMME CF THE EXAMINATIONS, 
June 25th, 1857, to commence at half past li, 
ist. Procession of the students and citizens generally 
from the Academy to Courthouse, 
énd. itsic, 
ord. "Hil TLasmm Sine Labore,” (orizinal) by Le We Davis, 
4th. "The Uses of History" (original) by BR. J. MoConrell. 


Ssh. "Ths relative importance toa country of educated 
and isnorarnt classes," (ori-iral} & TJ. Sntth. 


—_—_— eee 
19, Ibid., December 15, 1861, 


£0. Ibid., September 4, 1855. 
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6th. Musio, 
7th. "Value of Time," (orisinal) tr J. Je Filson, 
8th. "Influence and its Power," (orisinal) by 
William Ce. Coate. 
Sth, "The Past and Future of America,” (orizinal) 
by Je Je McConnell, 
10th, "The Wisdom of Cod," (original) by T. I. Ford. 
llth. Musto 
12th. Perarks from J. J. Barclay, Esqe 
13th. Music. 
l4thn. Address Prom Hon. A. J. Zenshaw, 
15th. Kusioc. 
16th. The Committee's Revort and Distribution 
of Premiums, 
17th. Music. 
18th, Exhibition and Comic Speeches at Candlelicht. 


E. A. SCOTT, Principal2l 
If anyons felt shorted, efter staying through the Grove Hill 
examinations, he could co to Suzgssville two weeks later for three 
full days cf the same. The story cf ths istceeeii ls exanirations 
were, in part, as follswss 
THS EXAMINATIONS AT SUCGSVILLE 


Tha annual Examination of the Male and Ferale 
Acacemes at Suggsville, came off Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thmrsday of last week, before the largest audience 
that had ever assembled in that village to witness 
similar displays. The sister counties of Baldwin, 
Monree, Nashington and Choctaw were fully and respeot= 
fully represented. .. . the exercises of the pupils 
of the Male Academy. » « « refleoted credit alike on 
teacher and pupils. ... The characters were so well 
persorated as to vie in point of finish of execution with 
the best plays in the country. » » e- Durins the procress 
of the exaninations, addresses were delivered by Rev. iM, 
Sanford and J, Js Barclay, Esde, » « « both these gentle= 
men, without any previous concert of action, took precisely 
the sane ground in advocating the noble cause of farale 
education. . » »« On Wednesday nicht The Concert of young 
ladies, . « »« Thursday night was devoted to Charades by ths 


a i tn gen bho cae oe 
21, Ibid., June 25, 1857, 
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young ladies, .. . The play of "Youns America" 

was a treat. « « « the sinzinz of the "Star Spansled 

Banner” and the "Marseilles Hymn" were the gems of 

the evening, . » « Miss Me EF. M. of Washington County, 

exhibited the brishtest escutsheon of any except 

perkaps Vircinia, and like the midnite star guiding 

the tempest=tossed mariner to the haven of rest, 

shone out effulsently as the teacon light which pointed 

to safety and to hope in the memorable strugzle of the 

American Revolution. 

JUSTITIA22 

The academies of antebellum Clarke were aiong ths county's most 
ambitious efforts in its mary and various attempts to find itself, 
They were not enough, but that was certainly dus to no lack of fer= 
vor on the academies' part, They were a costly aveme for familias 
of meager incomes, even if seach academy seemed so often to lie in the 
county's healthiest spot, or sharze the lowest possible fees for the 
value received. Poorer childrsd would have to wait until the day 
when everybody’?s taxes would send their children to scnool. In fact, 
on the eve of the Civil War, in 1858, Clarke's rew superintendent of 
schools asxed for a scunt of schooleags children in ths county. 
Several townships made no report, but of those that did it was dis= 
covered that there were two thousand five mmdrsd and seventeen 
children of school ages, Of the sixteen academies which operated 
during Clarke's antebellum history, there were ferer than a dozen 
operatins in 1859,.°3 Put using that figure as a safe meximm, and 
allowing each school one hundred students (more than the combined 
_ @nrolimernts of Crove Hill's male and female departrents in 1857), 
cr 


22. Ibid., July 16, 1857, 


23, Ibid., October 20, 1859, 
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there were one thousand three hundred and seventeen students (more 
than half) of the county's school-age children not attending Clarks 
County schools in 1859, This was a far cry from the compulsory 
school law later applied throughout the state, 
The newspapers of antebellum Clarke, liks the academies, played 
21 important Dart in education. Their role axtended all she way from 
giving information concerning the academies to relating humorous 
(though true) stories of an ordinary mouse, There were five news= 
papers printed in Clarks County at some psriod before the Civil 
War, The first of these wa3 the Clarke County Post, published weekly 
during 1836-37 by Benjamin 'U'Cary in Suggsville, The everend 
T. He seli in his History of Clarks County states that the first 
article in the first issue cP the Claris County Pest was a copy of 
Texas! declaration of independsnce in 1836,°* Aperettter to the 
following advertisements of May, 1835, the nanan prided itself 
on literary emphasis, 
THE BACHELOR'S BUTTON 
The second number of this periodical is now tefore ths public. 
The Pachslor’s Putton is the only pericdical in the State de= 
voted entirely to criginal literature. . . . Alabama hag 
talent. « e and. . » « It is the proudest wish of the editor 
that he may call that talent into active exercise; yet hse 
carmmot hope to te able to do that without the hearty avvro= 
tation of his friends, ami their earnest concurrence in pro= 


movinz a cause for whose success hs is willing to devote his 
entire time and attention. The Pachelor's Button will te 


s ocouieemeean am aaameaed 


published monthly in the city of Modile. . .. Editors 
friendly to the work will please publish this circular,25 





ee eens 


24, Ball, op. cite, De 692. 


25. Clarke County Democrat, May 12, 1835, 
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A few months later, September, 1836, the paper announced "Just 
received and for sale at the office of the Clarke County Post, a 
large supply of the Planter’s Almarac for 1837, Price 124 cents or 
$1.00 per dozen. Country dealers will do well to call and supply 
themselves ,"26 
Three menshs later this announcement apoeared: 
Just received at the office of the Clarke C 
Post the following books which will be for sale on good 
terms. School Books; Tytter’s History, Halets Histor 
of the United States, Parley*s First Book of History, 
Parlay's Third Book of History, Kirkhan's NOVELS: 
Jachest in Search ef a Father, by Karryatt. 
fee Three Eras of \oman's Life. 
iGashinman rasy, by uarryats. 
Tne Pickenick Club, 
ine Doctor, complese in om volume, 
Diary or a Blaze, by iarryatt. 
Aisc, Stewart's Advertures in Capturine Murrell, 
Anerican Almanao for i5a7. 
Tas Planter's Alrarac for 1837,°7 
The second paper to operate in Clarke County was the Lacon 
Fanner, It tegan either in 1840 or 1841 and its first editor was 
either a Mr, “Meccinson or Mr, Se C, tramler,°8 The Macon Fanner 
was published at Macon which later became Grove Hill, 
The next parer in Clarke was the Southern Recorder, established 
in 1847, with Gideon B, Massey, as editor, In fact, the Southern 


Recorder took over the Macon Famer, Durins the two years Ur, Lassey's 
Se ee (Oem ree es 


new paper existed it seemed also to have beera ready crusader for 


cS, Clarke County Peat, September 26, 1836, 











27. Ibid., December 30, 1826, 


BGs pall Tou. eit. 7.592 however, the inventory of County 
Archives gives tho date as about 1840 and the first editor as ir, 
Mecsinson, Probably Mr. Pall is correct, since hs was in Clarke 
during the era, He gives the date 1841 and Stramler as first editor, 
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ways and means to better the community. Temperance represented one 
of the crusades. In an article atcut a member of the Sons of Tem= 
perance organization it stated: "Had we a few more such men as 
Bro. Dickinson at work in our county. . e at the end of two years 


told Clarke’ couldn't produce spiritous liquors enouzh to drown 


weg 


a church nice /sic/ 
In 1849 or 1850 Editor Massey sold his Southern Recorder to 
Derusrel Taffin and Daffin immediately named the newspaper the Grove 
Hill Herald. The editors of ths Grove Hill Herald were Daffin 
and James T. Figures, The pacer expressed interest in the higher 
arts as well 23 in ths Plamter'’s Almanacs, a past feature of ths 


Clarke Count; Post, In 1852 the Grove Hill Herald stated that the 


our delight and gratification.” It also stated that thse paper had 
received "the first No. of the Musical World and Journal of the Fine 
Arts, which is published semi-monthly. « « at Hew York. . « Ons 
Dollar and Pity Cents. This is an excellent work, being a cheap 
and excellext miscellany of misio, literature, and art, . . .75i 
Clarke's fifth ard finel newspaper in ths antebellum period was 
the Clarke County Democrat. This paper was established in January, 
1856, with Isaac Grant as pudlisher and editor. He seems to have 


been an unusually enersatic editor who was also @ crusader, The 





SO. Ball, op. cit., says 1850. The inventory of County 
Archives says 1949, 


Sl. Grove Hill Horald, Faron 24, 1852. 
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editorials were vigorous and the scope of news coverase extended 
from temperature in Italy toa quarter-page obituary concerning 
Clarke County's leading citizens, It is a valuable source of infor 
mation on the latter years in the antebellum era, a fact for which 
this writer is obviously grateful. 

IS was mainly in its ooituariss, often sumitted to she Clarke 
County Democrat by apparently close friends of the deceased, that 
this newspaper, like other newsvapers of the era, revealed itself 
&8 a product of its times. This fact is attested to by the following 
excerpts from an obituary in the Clarxe County Democrat a year after 
the paper's establishments 

OBITUARY 
In the condascending humility of his heart he never 
asvempted to conceal his immility under Pharasaical mn= 

tles of dissimulation; but with the humble Centurian, 

- exclaizmed: Domine, non sum dsgmis—Laudans, invocabo 

Comimm, et ab inimicis mei salvus ero. And his PRIVATE 

and truly charitable acts without ostentation or show, 

wers numerous and eleemosymry than many heralded on the 


giitterins wings of press, given by those that, ‘Give to 
te seen,’ 


sever has his forbearing arm wielded the two-edgad 
sword of scandal, nor has his well gcuarded tongus, by de= 
traction, ever wallowing lapped the blood of his neignbor, 
~-Never has his obscene jest blushed, the conscious chaek 
of maiden modesty, or invaded the sanctuary of chastity's 
repulsive ear. . » « His practical motto was 'Do as you 
would be done by. « ¢ o'"8e 


In addition to advertising, reading material, and ccvering the 
current news items, Clarke County's newspapers also assisted in the 


° : ne = 
ecvertisin= of vrofasaions. rarkaps the first dector to take 


52. Clarke County Democrat, March 5, 1857, 


116 
advantage of newspaper advertising in Clarke was Dr. Andrew Denny 
of Suggsville, a leading physician in the antebellum era ard also 
"somewhat of an inventory."55 Dr. Denny in the lay, 1856, Clarke 
County Post reminded his readers that he had permanently located 
in Sugesville and could be found at the boarding house, ona door 
sousa of the office of the Clarks County Post. In the same issus 
of tho paver Dr. A. 8, D, Dessey advertised to his readers that he 
was practicing in the Suggsville area. Also Dr. T. 8. Rivers 
declared in ths same issue thav: 

. « e is grateful to this vicinity for ths patronace 

4t appears disposed to favor him with, and sincerely 

recrets that his feelings and comestic affairs ars 

inconsisters with the prastice of his profession 

durin: this year--after which he will be subject % 

the sickness tems mortem.‘ 

Adversiseé shough were the rates which were customary with the 
redical profession, Ths following rates apply to 1827 and, accord= 
ing to Pevsrend T. He Ball, were adhered to by Suggsville’s four 
physicians, A. Demy, Ae B. C. Dessey, Ts B, Rivers, and W. Wf, Wilsons 
by Jackson's oze physician, HW, He Calvert; and by Samuel Kilkinson 
of Grove Hill,°9 

A day visit 31.00 

A nicht visit 32,00 


Verbal advice $1,00 
Consultation $10,0 


i LT 


35. "Report on the indigenous botany of Clarke County,” Medical 
Association of Alateara, Vol. V, p. 41. 


34, Clarke County Fost, May 9, 1355. 


S55, “hall > op. cites bp. c0Us 


a te leg 


Double rates in the rain, at night, and for cover 
ten miles distance, 

Medical attendance per day $10,00 

Medical attendance per night $12.00 

The persons of ordained ministers of the Sospel, 
pensiorers, and the poor, attended gratis,36 


Ths dental profession was especially susceptible to earerri sine 
In some cases this waa because the dermtists traveled over & wide area 
end their visits to certain towns would be unproritadls if their ap= 
pearance should be unannounced. In all cases, because of the naturs 
of their profession and especially because of the crude methods of 
their era, the dentists micht well have felt need of a certain 
emnouns of rapport with prospective patients. The following adver= 
tisements were in the same issue of an 1860 Clarke County Democrat: 


Dr, D. ©, Harris - Dentistry - offers professional 
services to citizens cf Clarke County, Will te in 
Groves =i] in Janvarv, March, June & September & 
will use every effort to give entire satisfaction, . 
Every cperation warrentead, 


Dr. Le L. Alston ~ Thank?ui for past patrorazes 
respecsfully offers his professioral services to 

the citizens of Grove Hill vicinity, & surrounding 
country, & will always be found at his office during 
the day & at his residence at nicht unless pro- 
fessicrally enzaged. 


Pr. Js L, Slaughter, Dentist offers his professicral 
services to citizens of Clarke, Vashington, & Bald= 
win. Plate work promptly & neatly executed & all 
operations warranted. Will visit Crove Hill ¢ 
Sugssville every two months. Time given on all 
operations, <7 


36. Toide, pode 235-254, Pall tells of a yellow fever epidemic 
53 


cis ADrit gic, Looo., 
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The number of advertisements by lawyers was legion in antebellum 
Clarke because there were numerous lawyers, and this in turn was 
robably because practicing was such a respected profession. The 
first outstanding lawyer of Clarke, perhaps tho most outstanding law- 
yer of the antebellum era, was Kuven Safford, who won his reputation 
be?fors she time of the county's newspaperse Safford was a vracticing 
attorney in sXepudlicville (Jackson) by 1814 and by the time Clarke 
was operating its first newspaper Safford had assisted the state in 
Grafting its 1819 constitution and later had been elected a circuit 
judge 58 
The lawyers’ advertisenents were brief and to the voint. They 
gave the lawyer's rame, home town, ard counties of his circuit. The 
most familiar fanily mace in Clarke law circles during the closing 
decades seems so have teen Portis. In the 1850's there were Je Wi, 
Portis, Te J. Partie and Tavid He Portis practicing indspendently 
of each other ‘n Clarke County, #3 well as in neighboring counties. 
Their main cometitors were Walter H. Grant of Linden (Marsngo 
County), Jazes S. Dickinson of Grove Hill, Janes J. Goode of Grove 
Hill, 0. S. Jewett of Cainestom, Rebert B. Armstead and J. M. Hall 
of Clarke County, and the Law Firm of Dickinson and Kilpatrick. 
(This list is not complete, but a stucy of tae county*s newspaper 
files sugzests it is approximately so. Dickinson ran the following 
typical advertisement in the Clarke County Democrat in 18573 


TL 


28, Marie Bankhsad Owen, Cur tatew-Alabama, pe 295. irs. Owen 
voints out that Ssffora was also a memoer cf the State Susreme Court. 
This was vecause, wider she state constitution, circuit judges com= 
prised this courts until 1526. 
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"James S, Dickinson, Attorney and Counsellor me Law, Grove Hill, 
Clarks County, Ala. ‘ill practice in the various Courts of Law and 
Equity in the counties of Clarke, Washington, Choctaw, Marenzo, and 
Monroe, and in the Supreme Court of the State,"59 

The one thing in the county of which there was considerable 
variety was entertainment, and such matters ranged from an aSSernoon 
at "The Rocks Plantation,” as described by Peverend all, to an ordi~ 
rary fish fry of "genuine Catfish chowder,” Usually these affairs 
were advertised by both "press ard mouth." 

There was the usual cleavaze between "country type” and "town 
type" secsial events. According to Frank L. Owsley the type of social 


event enjoyed oy County secole in seneral at that time included 


“protracted” or "camp meeti 


ts 
dd 


* {using the latter term when held 
outside}, house-raisinzs, lozroilings, the burning of roods, corn 
shuckings, physical contests of 2-3 form and fashion, singins : 
schools, and house parties,40 

In addition to the typical southern methods with which country 
people whiled awey an afternoon or evening, and somstinss more, 
Clarke County had an average ef about fifty plantatiors during the 
entevellum era, and Clarke's country people in gereral may have seen, 
read or heard about soma of the social apes in the "Upper 50's" 


plantation life. Revorend Ball described as typical the following 


social gatherings at "The Rocks," or Howze plantation, in Clarke: 





39. Clarke County Temocrat, Jums 18, 13857. 


40, Frank L. Owsley, Plain Folk of the Clc South, pp. 98-126. 
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Gentlemen visitors arrives on horseback and lady visitors 
come in carriages that are open or covered, or in family 
bugsies drawn by well trained horses with a negro driver 
in the coachran's box, and a negro maid on the little 
seat behind. When they arrive at the entrance sates 
servants are in readiness to take clarges cf the horses, 
ard the visitors ars ushered immediately into the presence 
of Mrs. Fowze and her cauzhter. These visitors are ex= 
peated to remain a day or two. The owner, Judge Howze, 
takes the gentlemen visitors to see his growirg cropse 
Also hs taxes them ont with the hounds on a drives for 
desr, and one night, at least, ho takes them fox hmmting. 


The early visitors play the piano or Mrs. Howze plays it 
for theme « « « and they walk in ths garden with its roses, 
cape jessamine, and other native plants. The morning hours 
are spent in rambles, in reading, or in conversation, The 
food at mealtime is abundesxnt, and during the risht seasons 
there are melons and fruit, 


Then the visitors carriaze is ready, the horses are saddled 
and the waiting toy who holds the horses is ready *to receive 
his dims or quarter. Ths visitors pass through the larcs 
gate and scon are on the way to their respective homeset2 


Thouzs the foregoins was “by invitaticn only,” thers were usually 
enough elesant ceoasions at the academiss cr in the towns to satisfy 
the splendor-lovins members of middle and lower classes. Sucha gala 
occasion was ths ladies fair which was held often, and ordinarily as 


e fund raisins enterprise for a good cause. The followings fair was 


typical, even though the observer possibly was nct: 
THE LADIES Farr 


On Thursday evening last, while stopoing for the night in 
ths pleasant villase of Grove Hill, I had ths pleasure of 
atvendinz the Ladies! Fair then being held—and can say 
in all truth ani candour, it was a rare treat to ozs 
accustomed to view life only amid the strifa, toil and 
turmoil, attexcant ucvon practical tusiness duties. .. .« 
I was rejoiced to mest so many of ry cld frierds and aoc- 


quaintances of by-sone Cays, whose capoy faces, radians 


. 


rt Bali. CD. Ob ties DDe 251-253, 


42. Clarkxo County Vemocrat, Feorvary 26, 1857. 
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with joy, bespoke a fund of good humor and friendly 
feeling dwelling within. There I met with the noble, 
the intelligent, and the refined from all parts of 
the County. Had my gain been nothing more than the 
pleasure of meeting and spending an hour or two in 
social converse with so many kind friends, it would 
have amply recompensed mez but, aside from this the 
fair ladies of Grove Hill had prepared the FAIPEST 
Fair I have ever attended. I was truly astonished 
at the creat variety of useful and ornamental articles 
disslayed. There was a sift for svery taste. The 
literary could avail themselves of the opportunity 

of purchasing the most elegant books of the day, 
either as gifts or for their own quiet reading=-the 
juveniles could be suited from the contents of the 
toy table--the mothers could select valuable acqui= 
sitions to their wardrobes and toilets from the great 
variety of clothinz=-the misses could not but be 
gratified by finding some tasteful article always 
acceptable to the refined taste of beauty—-and the 
gentismen found amle means ef suiting themselves 

in the assortment of embroidered slippers, necktiss, 
collars, segar cases, etc. . . . the refreshnent 
tablas were groaning under the weicht of delicious 
caxss, custards, sweetmseats, lemonade, etc, . .-¢ 
Fevween 10 and 11 the assembly dispersed, and a 
trilliant exhibition of pyrotechnics in the yard 
Closed the scene. . « « 


A TRAVELLER 

The observer went on to explain that the purpose of the Fair 
was to Soap funds toward milding "a good and permanent ferale 
school.” That the purpose care true was evident from a Pair hsild 
the following year "to raise funds for the purpost of painting the 
new Female Academy, procuring a bell and havins the necessary seats 
made for the same, The surplus, if any, will be avpropriated ex= 
olusively for the use end benefit of the Academy,"43 

Another type of entertainment enjoyed by the general public wag 
Speecnes and detates, A month after the ladiest fair had ended in 


te nc Sale i a Oe, 
43, Ibid., April 8, 1358, 
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pyrotechnics the 


* ¢ « young men of Grove Hill Academy, having formed a 
Debating Society met at the Courthouse in this place, 
in the presence of a large number of citizens of the 
vicinity and many others froma distance—it being 
Court week. . . and at the conclusion there was ons 
loud and general applause. ... Mr. Edward A, Scott, 
who had had charge of Grove Hill Academy but a few 
mnomths, has accomplished more for it than has ever 
beon done previously. . » . The citizens of Crove 
Hill seem determined to build up schools that snall 
mos be surpassed by any in the South. ... 


E. A. 3.44 

Two weeks later in Sugzsville things were still humming after 
an "eloquent and appropriate address on the occasion of the recent 
inausuration of the new male academy buildings in Sugzsville. . . .* 
The speaker on that occasion, Eéward A, Scott, was thanked publicly 
ina latter written ty a comittee of Sugesville students and printed 
by the Clarke County Democrat. The letter pointed out that lr, 
Scott’s sveech was 

e » « hailed by us as the advent of a new era in the 

Progress of liberal feelings in the educational facili- 

ties of our country. Although one of the last counties 

in the State to build up literary institutions of dis@ 

tinction abroad, we aspire to being as loyal as any otter 

to the great purpose of the development of our resources 

of mind and industry. Ye are commissioned, furthermore, 

to request a copy of said address for publication, 

The letter was sizned, ". . « respectfully, James T, Nunrelee, 
E. Be Rivers, and Edward Demny."45 


OOS ees 


44, TIbid., April 2, 1857. 





45, Ibid., April 16, 1857, 
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Requests for printed copies of an “eloquent speech” was not an 
unusual request in Clarke in that era, and neither rags it musual 
for the speaker to comply, even if "somewhat reluctantly in view of 
the feeble quality of the speech.” In the sams April issue in which 
appeared the students’ request for his speech, Mr. Scott printed his 
acswer in which near the end he reluoctansly complied by pointing out: 
"Thouzh not originally intended for publication or the criticism of 
the public, but for your privates ears, still if in your opinion its 
appearance in print may be promotive of any good result. . . I will 
urge no objections. » » 2 746 

A young ran in the Beaty who liked to mrch and salute could 
pass away the tire in ths comsarny of other male friends comprising 
one of the volunteer militia. Such was ae group of the Grove Hill 
Cadets. A momsh after the request and acceptance of Hr, Soott's 
speech, Nrs. E. He. Woodward ard Benjamin S, Davis were informed by 
means of the press that at 

» « « & mesting of the Grove Hill Cadets, the undersizmd 

were appointed a committee to request ea copy of your elo= 

quent and patriotic addresses, delivered on the presenta-= 

tion of a military Flag on tehalf of the Ladies of Crove 

Hill to the young men of the Academy, 
In the same issue of the paper Mrs. Woedward replied to the "Young 
Gertleren” that "“althouzh I would rather withold my very imperfeot 
address from further publicity, yet. - « I sutmit it to your dis- 


posal.” Also in the same issue Mr. Davis felt "Guly sensible of 
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the kindness” of the request, and so complied, Copies of both 
addresses appeared in the same issue, and both were long and 
flettering.47 

Those citizens who liked a greater variety, cr even greater 
quantity, of public speeohes could usually discover them at various 
barbecue sasherings which Reverend Ball says "were advertised throuzh- 
out the county and brought together many members of the neichborhocds 
and different commmities.” Ball adds that at “these gatherings, 
candidates for offices found an abundant opportunity to make their 
political speeches and do a lot of handshaking. The roast (barbte- 
cued) meats were, of eens a prominent feature of this occasion,"48 

In Clarks County the task of finding enough meat for a barbecue 
was nusvsr a serious one, Thars were roughly fifteen thousard hsad 
of tame cattla in the county, and only half cee many people, both 
whita and colored, at the beginning of the final decade in the ante- 
bellum period, And Clarke County's many streams ard forests were 
already gaining reputation for the quantity of wild reat which they 
readily offered the skilled fisherman or hunter, Ths huge "catfish 
chowder barbecues” were evidence of the former and the game hunts 
durins which a third of ths bullets were fatal were evicerce of ths 
latter, The results of a deer hunt appeared in the Clarke Coun 
Democrat in November, 1856, including the shots required to kill 


the dcser and ors cat: 





. Ibdid., May 14, 1857. 


48. Ball, op. cit., p. 254. 
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We 2 Brimbers oof @ «© @ 21 shots f deer 
Kathew ies rg A eo 8 © @ a, iy 9 4 
Joseph H. Crawford ...e ll ” 2 ay 
William Armistead .,... 6 ph hes 
MH, Se Barnes . eee s @ @ 5 uy mn 
Jdonn Waddle eo @ © © «¢ # @ 10 iy fae 
Sap RATERS. “bie. «|e: ©. @, a 2 i ~ Can 

» Be Roane . . AP erwin wie Ae) se i Wd 
View Oari AG LUNs. eo: tetetis iiss 4 * Loe 
PT arAAST LORS Sess tic « tf 4. 9 1 cat 
eae ae UCR es ce) eucnl oie, Sh cL 
JAS. Ge Goode ees © @ » 8 i fact 
Jonn Ae Coata oo epee @ e@ i, i s] 4 
Wo. Hearin , 2 8 © © © 6 @ 8 i ia? 
Jams 3 Be Hooley eee» ® S, pes. 
Yim. Allston 2 6 © © © © »@ 3 A Oa 
Je Le Bettis eo e@e ¢ @© @ @ 3 “ =! te 

Total 126 =* 52 " (1 cat)49 


Those who wanted instrueticn in the "social graces” could find 
ever reacy help from diffarent instruotors who traveled from tom to 
tom, acversising for studexts in their respective "arts." A ir, 
Tucker traveied and tauzhs dancing in various places, including 
Macon (Grove Hill), at which town the following advance billins 
appeared in the Southern Recorder in 18473 

e » » a, Tucker will attend in Macon, e , 

for the purpose of continuing his lessons in 

the above science, 

Er, Tucker is well experienced in dancing, and 

% will only require a few lessons to render those 

under his instructions admissible into the most 

fashiorable dance, 50 

Even for those who wanted to pley the violin and/or to do mazis 
tricks there was, on more than ons occasion, the opportunity for 
learninz to do so. Furthermore, the opnortunity was also well 
eee 


49, Clarke County Democrat, November 27, 1856, 


50, Southsrn Recorder, October 730 Ps 52: Ay ge 
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advertised, as can be seen from the following in the Macon Pannr 
of 18463 ; 

MUSIC AND LEGESRDEMAINSL 


Mossrae L. Pike and Pettus respectfully inform the ladies 
and gentlemen of South Alabama that they will remain in 
Clarke County during the present winter, and intend 

giving Concerts at the most public places in this vicinity 
upon dus notice, as also exhibitions in Lazer-de-main, 
superior to any other artiss who has aver visited this 
vicinity. 


lr, L. Pike, ths "great Magician” will give leasons in 

Lezerderrain, and Mr. Pettus, the noted Violinist," 

will give lessons in musis on the violin, in this vicin= 

ty during she ensuing summer. --References can be given 

to the citizens of this and the surrounding country, who 

hava attended our concerts. 

Clare Cousty in this era mad a variety of social events which 
it seemed thorouchly to exjey. These affairs ranged from publics 
barbecues to events "by invitation only” on some plantation, from 
deer hunts to public speeches, fairs and concerts, And although 
perhaps all this would have happened without benefit of Clarke 
County's press, it seems lixely tht events micht somehow have suf= 
fered in their quantity, if not quality, of participants, if there 
had been ro press to help publicize the events. Certainly ths nows= 
papers themselves, prided themselves on possessing scnething of the 
crusader spirit, They advised their readers what to read, what 
music to hear, anc when there was skilled shooting they praised that 
too, In the miter of reli;ion, hovever, one might suppose that 
crusading editors would have the assistance of such pewerful orzani- 


os aie aa peter aa nd Page ig Bea BP a a te a apis . 
ZaAviORSs aS GCAbYoN Centon ZS vIOLss (iwGier: OF mou Gils std tli Ost 


be discovered ty otserving antebellim Clarke's relisious life. 
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An account of Clarke's religious life can perhaps begin with 


the single observation that, no mtter what reasons can be given 

for the founding of the United States, the reason for foundinz the 
territory between the Alabama and Tombizbee Rivers was not primarily 
&@ religious one, The affair nearly a century and a hal? azo at 

Sore Mims hardly forsshadowed the "Bibla Belt Clarks” of a later day. 
There, at Fort Hims, the much drinking, dancing in the streets, and 
general atandorment of sensible living was not mich indicative of 
relisious decomm, 

Too, by she cime Clarke was born in 1812, witha population of 
nearly ?our thousand, it is probable that no more than three minis- 
ters had visited the area, The first of these three was the fanous 
Lorenzo Dow, the first not only in Clarke but in Alabtama, However, 
even thouzh Fevsrend Dow clained to be a Methodist, "he was not in 
any way amencatle to the Hethodists, nor were they responsible for 
hin in anything whatscever,"52 

Perhaps one of the main thinss the Methodists refused to taks 
the blame for was "Crazy Dow's” forceful manner, For instances, the 
story is still current in the Clarke County area of Low's praying 
for the downfall of St. Stephens, a downfall which definitely did 
occur, 5y the twentieth cemtury the main sizns of Alatara'ts terri-= 
torial capitol, just across the Tombisbee River from Clarke County, 
consist of "the hoot of the hooting owl and the cry of the lors 
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As Alabama's first preacher, Dow came to present day Clarke in 
May, 1803, from Connecticut. Among the meetinzs conducted he is 
known to have held at least two ina tavern. The tavern was at 
present day Walker Springs. From 1603 to 1812 Dow was frequently 
seen by the few white settlers in Clarke County.54 He rezarded 
the inhabitants of the area as "sheep without a shenkerd." His wife, 
young and pretty Pegsy Dow, though often frightened in the "Bisbee 
area,” particularly by Indians, also seems to have had a strong feele 
ing of concern for the people. Once shs came upon a half Indian 
woman at perhaps eleven o'clock at night, who "treated me with more 
attention than many nee ee done tt had been educated among 
the nore refined inhabitants of ths earth,” Lorenzo and his wife, 
worn cus after traveling mi? the night throuch the dismal Bisbee © 
Wilderness, in the somewhat relentless fashion for’ which Dow was 
noted, at last cams upon the lonely cabin housing the hal? Indian 
woran, and after they had finally awakered her, she cheerfully 
enough invited them to spend the remainder of the nicht, 95 

Dow's vicorceus nature seems to heve overcome countless obstacles 
in the Tombigves region, And rather than giving him the notoriety 
of a faratic, it eversuelly cave him fame, 

Perhaps Low's fame was due, thoucsh, at least in small part, to 
she fact that he cuessed so correctly. For it seems to te a coneral 
opinion amonz historians tht the area along the Tombiztee and 


Alabara Rivers, at least before Clarke was nansd, was in considsrable 


g 


Hathews Manuscript, p. 68, 
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need of a “shepherd,” Pickett tells of hundreds of pecple in ths 


Bisbee area, born and bred in the wilderness, who had never seen a 

preacker, 56 
The Reverend Anson “est, in his A Histo of Methodism in 

Alabema, was not as kind in his report as Pickett. He told that the 

South Carolina Mathodist cozrference met in Charleston, South Carolira, 
in December, 1807, and January, 1808, and asked for volunteers to 
wort in the "new and isolated Tombeckbee resion.” One man, a 
Matthew P. Sturdevant, volunteered his services es missionary, He 
found the region in 1808 2 settled with families of several 
ratioralitiss, mostly Exslish. To the east of Fort Stephens the 
settleserss could not have extended farcsher +1 = Suggsville erd 
Choctaw Corxmer.s 

The Reversnd West pointed cus that the citizens of this area. 

wore of varied character, "thea society was wild and wicked,” 
Reverend Teast took the Revererd T. H. Bell, first Clarke County his- 
torian, severely to task for what West felt was improper and imade= 
quate research methods concerning early religion in Clarke County. 
Still another relisious historian, the Reverend 3, F, Piley, without 
going into details as “est did, described settlers of Clarks in the 
first decade of tha nineteenth century as living in smll pols mts, 
covered with pieces of bark, the skins of wild enirals, and thick 
cana. He also stated that these settlers were in scme rays living 
like a people other than "pale faces,"97 
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55, Ae J, Pickett, History of Alabama, p. SG. 


57. Benjamin F. Riley, A Verorial History of the Baptists of 
Alabama, pd». S~6e 
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Granted, then, that the Clarke area was a little rough in the 
matter of organized religion before Clarke was founded the question 
arises concerning any improvement during the half century of its 
Growth from that time to the Civil War. At first glance such im= 
provements would seem likely to rise ani fall with the Baptist and 
~atnedias dencmiratcions found in Clarke befors the var Between she 
Statese Toward the end of the period there were two Presbyterian 
churches tuilt, but these were both small, and the United States 
Census for 1860 lists no valve in Presbyterian church property 
in the courty. ‘ 

From their meager cesiminzs in Clarke the two main dencmimtions 
started of? about even, The Methodists can claim the first preach= 
ers, the Reverend Dow and later the Reverend Sturdevant. The Bap= 

ists can claim the first church, established March 31, 1810, near 

Choctaw Correr, This was known as the Fassett'’s Creek Church and 
was the secord Protestant church in the state of Alabama, The 
first cmrch organized in the state, Flint River Faptist Church, in 
the present day Madison County, was organized on October 2, 1803,58 

Tas Baptist piorser preacher, who led the way for the Fassett's 
Creek Church, wag @ Rev. William Cochrane who appeared on the Clarke 
County scerns in 1808, He was followed by a second Baptist minister, 
a Reverend Gorham, who in turn was followed in 1809 by a Rev, Jares 
Courvney, active evancelist, immediately responsible for organizing 


sne ta3sse65's Creek Churen, of which Teverend Nolvse was its Dastore 
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Ths Methodists were nine years behind the Baptists in the ratter 
of founding churches in Clarke County. This was partly tecause the 
Rev. Jonn French, before he could organize a church in this area, 
was caught up ty the Creek Indian War, a fact which left him scarcely 
time "to adjust his ministerial armor. e« . befcers he had to dom the 
garb." During the war this interestinz rorson acted as 
both minister and preacher. He helped to lead camp neetinss at soms 
of the forts, including Fort Easley, and it wes rot wtil 1815 that 
he could settle in Berlow's Rend of the Alatama River, five or six 
niles from the present Cairestcwn, In 1819 hes built in his conmmity 
e& house of worship, the first Methodist church on Clarke County soil, 
ericherastiiced se French's Crapei.s9 

Estween the tims of the Zeverend Sturdevant's arrival in 1808 
and the ccapletion of French's Chapel in 1819, othsr Methodist preach= 
ers that worked "in the Clarze vireyardc” included the Rev. vichael 
Burke arc the Ret, Jonn We. Kennon in 1810, the Rev. John Se Ford in 
1811, ard later ths Rev. William Houston, the Fev, Isaac Cuim, ths 
Rev. Rickhnord Nolley, and the Pev. Richmord Porell. Pespite the fact 
that the averace salary from the Methodist conference a not to 
have been more than about cone mndred dollars anmally, thsse and 
other Methodist ministers descended upon Clarke a few years after it 
had become a county. The meazer salaries appsared not to dampen 


thsir zeal, hovever, for as early as 1810, one hundred and tyro white 





59. Yest, op. cit., pp. 99-100. 
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white members and a decrease of one colored member from the preceding 
year, was reported to the Methodist Conference at Columbia, South 
Carolina ,60 

Mearmhils, the second Paptist church in Clarke was organized on 
October 25, 1817, by William Cochran and James Courtney at West Bend, 
Tnusy cailed this church Ulconush. I+ developed into a churoh o? con=- 
siderable power in ths Tombigbee region. The first members of this 
influential church were Jchn Pace and his wife Elizabeth, William L. 
Thorton ard his wife Nancy, William Stringer, Michael Miller, Rhoda 
Allen arn Joseph Williams, Shortly thereafter Joseph Williams was 
ordainsd ard he became she first pastor, The Malone and Foscue fan= 
ilies latar became consistent supporters of this ehurch,ot 

% Was avout this time thet the Methedists countered by organ- 
izing Spink’s Chapel, ene of the oldest landmarks in Clarke County. 
Spink*s Chapel was the seccrd Methodist church in the county, 

The third Baptist Church was the Pigson Creek Church, organized 
in 1818, Its first pastor was the Rev. J. Amerson. Six years later 
another Eaptiat, a Mrs. Byrd, organized perhaps the most musual 
Protesvant church of the early Clarke era. Hrs. Byrd's church was 
& protest acainst apparently riotous living on Suncays. It seems 
that many of Clarke's early settlers were accustomed to hunting on 
Sunday along the cresk bottoms and up through the hills. This 
svruck some of the settlers from the Carolinas and Ceorgias, accus-= 


Scored as they were to a mora solemn Suday, as being cemletely 


» 
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133 
sacrilegious. Such a settler was Mrs, Byrd, wia in defiance of an 
unseemly thing, sent out notices for tme Christians to come to her 
house for prayer meeting, These meetings wers apparently success= 
ful. At least the New Hope Church was arganismd August 14, 16824, 
as an outcome of these prayer meetings. New Hoe Church was later 
moved to Choctaw Corzmer, a faw niles ery .O2 

Following the ereotion of the Pizson Creek Churoh the Baptists 
erected the following meeting houses inClarke Gounty: Horeb Church, 
September 9, 18253 Ebeneezer Church ondackson Creek, 18313 Salsa 
Church on Bassett Creek, September 22, 18323 Faran Church, January, 
18333 Blam Church, 1834; Wood's Bluff Drerch, 14403 Mount Gilead 
Chursh, 1840; iMamolis Church at Jacksm, September, 1854; River 
Hill Cimreh, 18593 New Prospect Church, 1860, Of these early 
churches Hored Church, Salem Church, Elam Churak, Wood's Bluff Church, 
Mount Gilead Church, River Hill Church, and New Prospect Church are 
still activs.63 

By 1880 the Wethodists had established either churches or meeting 
sites at the following places: Sugzgsville, Unien, Coffeeville, 
Clarksville, Smith's, Spink's, Macon, filmore's, Dixon's, School- 
houses, Flat=-top, MceIntyre's, Moore's Seheol-heuse, Horse Creek, 
Wilson's Schoolhouse, Bear Creek and dackson, In addition, tegin= 
rins with 18335 for each succeeding year except 1834, 1855 and 1836 
at least ono minister was sent as a “missionary to colored people” 


in Clarke County. 





62. Pall, op. Cites De S79, 


63. Mimites, 1953, Clarke County Baptist Association, 
Groves Hill, Alabara, 1953. 
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In view of this activity by the Methodist and Baptist church 


organizations, what was the reaction of the averags Clarke County | 
oitizers up to 1860 to religion? The following marriage chart pro= 
vides some insight into the relationship between the church and the 
people in antebellum Clarke. The data pertains only to whites since 
tatore the Civil War no official record was keot of the marriaces 


of Nezroes. 


MARRIED BY MARRIED BY RECORDS DO 
JUSTICE CG PEACE MINISTER NOT SAY 
OR PROBATE JUDGS REICH 
1813 i 0 1 
1814 11 0 it - 
1815 18 1 6 
1816 23 i 2 
1817 mo 1 4 
1518 33 2 8 
1819 32 4 12 
1820 cS 3 5 
1822 37 1 8 
1822 23 1 6 
1823 31 2 7 
1824 14 2 5 
1825 29 2 10 
1826 1i 0 ‘3 
1827 7 0 3 
1628 14 2 “4 
1829 23 3 5 
1820 il 2 12 
1831 19 2 Ni) 
1832 30 7 6 
1833 37 4 5 
1834 26 9 ab. 
1335 19 12 10 
1836 14 14 7 
1837 17 12 ll 
L838 32 14 6 
1839 30 14 8 
1840 37 7 (3 
134] 45 13 11 
1642 23 i¢ o 
1843 25 14 5 
1844 41 11 1 
1845 £0 14 4 
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MARRIED BY MARRIED BY RECORDS LO 

JUSTICE CF PEACE MINISTER NOT SAY 

OR PROBATE JUDGE WHICH 
1346 4 10 10 
1347 37 14 5 
1248 27 16 2 
1349 21 13 10 
1350 33 20 2 
~351 32 20 6 
ts52 25 7 5 
i853 4 33 1 
L854 20 34 0 
1855 42 27 0 
1856 30 235 2] 
1857 41 19 fe) 
1858 42 26 0 
1859 al 33 2 
1860 52 22 2 64 


+ would seem from thes forszcing tt the role of the minister 
in ansevellim Clarks, after a very poor beginning, became a consider= 
ably more impertant role by the tine of the Civil War. Esar the 
becinninz of the era only abcus one of every ten marriages was per= 
formed by a minister, At the end of the era, in 1860, a little less 
than ore of every four marriages was performed by a minister. This 
ratio of one to four compares strikingly with the ratio of church 
membership to total population in 1860 as can be seen by the 


following data.©5 
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64, Marriage Records, 1812-1560, Clarke Coumty Court nouss, 
Grove Hill, Alabvara. 


65, United States Census, 1360. 
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP IN CLARXE COUNTY IN 1860 








Number of Aggregate Value of 

Churches Accommodations Property 

BAPTIST 10 2,215 $1,292 
METHODIST 10 2,680 1,520 
PRESBYTERIAN Be 1c0 “- 
Total 22 4,995 $2,812 


POPULATION OF CLARKE IN 1860 


WHITES 7,599 
SLAVES 7,436 
PRES COLORED ks 

Total 15,049 


The forszoing church and population statistics indicate, as has 
been said, tht a little less than ons of every four citizens of 
Clarks was affiliated with or et least claimed by a Vathodies. Fap= 
tist, or Presbyterian church in 1860, The fact that aczrecate 
eccommodaticrs claimed by the statistics means seating space, rather 
than actual church membership enrolled, should not appreeiably alter 
the ratio, For ths total of four thousand nine hundred ninety-five 
Agcrezate accommodations includes both white and colored, and the 
population of fifteen thousand and forty-nine people includss both 
white and colored, If there were more white members than colored 
members, the difference should be roughly counteracted by the number 


of empty seats less than the aggrezate accommodations,56 





66. reall, op. cit., p. 254, tells that the colored people 
participated in at least some of the camp meetings as well as in 
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With seating capacity for about only one out of every four 


porsons in Clarke County in 1860, it appears that the trend toward 
improved relisious conditions, though roughly three times better 
than 1812, still left room for growth. TVihether the churohss were 
late in coming to the settlers, or whether the settlers were late 
in acceptinz the chmrehes is hard to says. From vhe Rev, A=3o0n Yeas's 
History of ths Baptists of Alabama it would seem that those two de= 
nominations, Methediss and Baptist, were actively interested in the 
Tombighee rezion almest from the time of its settlement, And cer= 
tainly a comparison of the two ixdicates that after starting out 
about even in the county they ended about even, with a record of 
ten churshes sach in 1860 and approximately the same membership. 
The regzed life of ths frontier, rugged characteristics of many 
earlier settlers, and a certain amount of debilitating influences 
indigenous to slavery, perhaps all helped to dampen religious life 
in antebellim Clarks, (Om the other hand, maybe the relizious atti- 
tude of 1860 Clarke county people, when seen without the mistiness 
of tins, was atous like our attitude today. Perhaps the following 
newspaper article could almost as well lave borne a date lines of 


today3 





66. (Contimed) the church services. The story is told of 
camp mestinss held anmally at Suggsville ina grove near an over=- 
Plowing spring where "during all day preaching with dimmer on the 
groumd” and just before the neeting closed at the noon hour, the 
Negroes came to the stand and held song services of their om, 
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our younc meno? 


Standing on the corners of our streets, lounging in the 
bar=-room of our hotels, hanging on at the groceries andi 
saloons, sauntering along the side=valks with hands in 
their pockets, may at any time be niticed an array of 
young men and boys that may well be made the subject of 
serious reflection and apprehension by the good people 
of our villagee Boys of less than half a score of years 
artfully puff their cizars$3 very young men drink freely 
viagn licuer 1s attainable, and vainly Soass of their 
capability to withstand the effects of the Liquid firs, 
as if therein consisted their claim to manhood, Night 
is made hideous by their boistercusnesa; day is dese- 
crated by their indolencee 


The young men are extremely susceptible of teing con= 
taminated by the vices with which they ere brought in 
contacts; the tuition of youth, be they good or evil, 
afford an index to the carser of the man. . « e 


It 143 evicent parerts, as a gensral thing, do not exer= 
cise the yicilems watchfulness over their charges that 
their well-being demands, Sufficient care is nos taken 
to prevens their coeming contact with the haunts of brawlers, 
drunrards, and camblers. Often they make no effor’ to 
give their sons honorable exploynent and perhaps oftener 
sons whe have tecom refractory by parental misram cement 
refuse to engage in mammal labor, because of the miscon~ 
ception that it is degrading, Soms of them urge the plea, 
as a palliation for their viciousness, that they camot 
ind employment, and urge indigence as an excuse for not 
educating their children, Unfortuzmately this may be true 
of neny of them, thouch we are confident all may te given 
some means of profitably expending their time. 


In thinking of the foregoing, however, it should be kept in nind 
that the Clarke County Democrat editor, Yr, Grant, at that tire had 
more than a little of “the crusader” in him, also. The following 
obituary, probably written by Hr. Grant, and appearing in his paper 


in 1856, serves as a case in point. 


nn 


67. Clarks County Democrat, November 20, 1856, 
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OBITUARYS 


» e e with ons fatal thrust has Death deprived parents, — 

mrsband, children, and Church of one of its most endeared 

and brishtest ornaments. \ 

This is truly a dark ard mysterious dispensation cf 

the providence of Cod, yet we should not judze Him by 

feeble sense, for, 

"Sis nurposes ares ripening fast, 
UnPolding every hour.” 

And althouch the dark side of this dispensation is turned 

on us, to her it is inexpressibly bright, for she has gained 

the substance for which she hoped and removed her member= 

shin from the church militant to ths church triumphant in 

Heaven, where the wicked ceasa to trouble and the wary 

rest forever. 

Ge 

Thoush an obituary mizhs te a fitting way to end this chapter, 
the picture c? relizion in Clarks Coumty would not quite be camplets 
without a word pertainins to an affiliate religious organization in 
Clarke--issomry. Althoush records of Masonic beginnines in Clarke 
are not extirely clear, this of course because of the mature of the 
organization, it is clear that Masonry was a religious factor of 
considerable note by the end of antabellim Clarke. In 1856 the 
Fasonic members of Coffeeville, Choctaw Corner, Unity, Marion, Ala=- 
bara, Cainestown, and Santa Fe Lodses were respectfully invited to 
attend the Celebration of St. John the Baptist (June 24th) ty Masonic 


Lodze Nunber Seven of Grova Hill. The public censrally vas also 


invited. There wes a procession, a Masonic address by Honorable 





68. Ibid., December 18, 185. 
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J. S, Dickinson, and after the address there was "Dimmer at the 
Exchanges Hotel,769 

In 1858 it was thought tmt there was public demand for a 
speech delivered by a Mr. E, D. richt at the Masonio celebration of 
Ste John the Baptist. Therefore, Masonic members, John Holt, John 
Trinkard, and T, P. Williamson made a written request for ths speesh 
s0 that it could te published. However, the body of ir, Viright's 
speech was @ refutation of anti-Masonic propaganda of tmt eras it 
is pOSEibiones + the reqesta to publish the speech were prompted 
as mich by defense motives as by the motives of popular acclaim. 

Whatever the reasons for dosiring to publicize the 1858 speech, 
the armiversary of St. Jom the Baptist was asain celebrated with 
considerable succesa in 1359 at Grove Hill. The Rev. T. H. Ball, 
Clarke Counsy's earliest historian, led the opening prayer, and 
Jas. S, Dickinson, Esqe, "in his quiet and graceful mamer,” intro= 
duced as ths chosen speaker of the day, Je Ee Ball, Esquire, /0 
The most important single influense, probably, of Masonic serowth 
in antebellim Clarks was the founding of the Masonic Institute of 
Clarze County, at Choctaw Corner, with F, H. Abernethy as president 
and W. 8. Siade as secretary.’ 
Therefore, in the formative years of Clarke County's history 


there was evidence of an attempt to spread art, literature, nusic 





69% bide, June 5, 1856. 
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71. Ibdid., January 28, 1858. 
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CONCLUSION 


This study would not be complete without a final word coneerning 
the impressions left with this writer following this study of thy 
history of Clarke County. Because these impressions are more or lesa 
gereral there remains only a small risk of repetition. ' 

Tne first imprsssion remaining with this writer after a study 
of Clarks County is the fact tmt the county, thouch deeper south 
than even the "Black Belt” of Alabama, cannot be considered a typie 
cal southern area of the antebellum period. Clarke's economy was 
too varied to make it typical of any ons aspect of southern life. 
Running down north and scuth throuch ber middle was a watershed 
covered wir: pine trees, which made only small farming advisable in 
most of the watershed areas, if indeed advisable to farm at all, 
especially considering the primary aptitude of much of this soil for 
the growth cf pine trees only. Large plantations were, therefore, 
nost likely to be found along the rich river bottoms and small farms 
in the upland areas of Clarke County. 

Yet, ths same conditions that tended to make the county atypical, 
as far as the South was concerned, tended to rake it fit into the 
accepted pattern of nearly all the South. For because of its varied 
toposraphy Clarke County, Alabama, oculd beast of almost every type 
of economy to be found in the South, from small uplard farcsrs with 


their sweet potato raisins to a planter's cotton heaven down along 
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A second impression is the fact that in every phase of the 
county's life during the antebellum period there was exhibited an 
attitude of exuberance, of "reaching out.” Whether or not Clarke 
County was typical of its tires in this respect is a question beyond 
the scope of this study, Whether or not it was the frontiarts efe 
fect upon the people, or whether or not it was merely a trait of the 
people who went to ths frontier, is another question that remains to 
be answered, But that those Savi shadows that once were the people 
of Clarke County and now move only in our memories were once a lively 
as well as life-liks group is a fact that should be beyond doubt, 

The last impression is the fact that there was considerable 
progress during the era. Ani this was a proeress not confined merely 
to material thines, For if the study of Clarke's religious history 
reveaiada anyching, it revealed an increasing participation in activi= 
ties that wers not world~minded, So it was probably appropriate 
that this study should end with a study of Clarke's relision aa it 


tegan buildinz mors and more accormodations for the future, 





APPENDIX 
I 
CLARKS COUNTY COURT OF COIMMSSIONERS* APPOINTISNTS 
OM FEBRUARY 1, 1835, AS "“OVERSSERS OF THE RCADS," 
(Taken from Clarke County Court Records) 
Ordered by the Cours that Thomas Dearin be appointed ovarsegr of 
the Road from Macon to Deeses Bridze. 


Ordered by the Court that Absalem Roberts te appointed overseer 
of the Road frem Dees Bridse to Hamptons old place. 


Ordered that John Macea be appointed overseer of the Read from 
Eamptons old place to the Easton Boundary line of Clarke County. 


Ordered that Thoras Cox be enpoimted overseer of the Road tram 
Macon to Clariksvills. 


Crdered that James Cox be anvcimted overseer of the Road frm 
Clarksville to the centre of Coxes Bridgse 


Ordered that Joel Bell be appointed overseer of the Road from 
the Canmsre of Coxss Bridss to Coffeevillee 


Ordered that Jossph Vathews be appointed overseer of the Road 
from Macon to MeLanes old places 


Ordersd thas Joseph Loyd be appointed overseer of the Road from 
MoLanss oid place to Jackson. 


Ordered that Julius Younce te appointed overseer of ths Road 
from Macon to Pineywoods Creek. 


Ordered that Mexwell Scarborouzh be eppcinted overseer of ths 
Road frem Pinsy Vsoods Creek to Loftins Store, 


Ordered ty the Court that Dixon Boutwell be avnvointed overseer of 
the Road from Loftins Store to the Northern Boundary lire of 
Clarks County. 


Ovdgred tat Josiah P. Zicks be appointed overseer of tha Road 


’2om Mascon to Tubeses Pride, 


Ordered tha at nis 
Dubeses Bridge to rs te: deel 
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Ordered that John Kelly be appointed overseer of ths Road from the 
7 Mile Post to the Eastern Boundary Line of Clarke County, 


Crdered that Amos Robinson be appointed overseer of the Road from 
Yonree Coumty line to line Road. 


Ordered that B,. R. Bradford te appointed oversser of the Road from 
Rolly Spinks old place to the 4 Mile Branch. 


Ordered that Allen Scarborouzh be appointed overseer of the Road 
from 4 Vile Branch to Joze3 old place, 


Ordered that Cyrus McCurdy be appointed overseer cf the Read frm 
Jonas old place to where it intersects the State Road. 


Ordered thet Daniel Scarborough be appointed oversser of the Road 
from Mahensy old place to where it intersects the Claiborne Roads 


Ordered that G, We Morris be appointed oversser of the Road from 
+he ten mile Post to the Crop Roads, 


Ordersd thas James Clevelam te arpsointed overseer of the Road 
from ths Crop Roada to Sugzcsville. 


Ordered that John Murrey te acveimed overseer of the Road from 
Suggsville to Hickory Hall. 


Ordersd thas Francis Lawson bo apvointed overseer of ths Road 
from Taylors ferry to William Colsrans. 


Ordered thas Nathaniel Jonss be adpointed oversesr of the Road 
from Willian Colerans to Hickory Hall. 


Ordered thas Eaton B, Johnson be appointed overseer of the Road 
from Hickory Hall to Rockynounte 


Ordsred that John Everett be appointed overseer of tres Road tram 
Rockymouns to Tales forrye 


Ordered that Willien Jackson te appointed overseer of the Road 
from Darrinztons to Sizemores ferrye 


Ordered that Heroules Agee be anpointed overseer of the Road 
from Rockymount to Sizemorea Creek. 


a thas Robert D, James be enpointed overseer of the Road 
S§eamoras Creek to wrs. James! mill, 


Ordered that Noplet Davis be avpoinied oversser of the Read fram 
Mrs, Jares’ mill to Laxese 
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Ordered that Jemes M, Jackson be appointed overseer of the Road 
from Sizemores Ferry to the cold county lines, 


Ordered that James Blackwell be apvoimted oversser of the Road 
from the old county line to intersect the Jackson Road by way 
of Pitts Bridge. 


Ordered that John Myrack be appointed overseer of tha Road frm 
Cclerans to Simons Cresk. 


Ordered that G, Ti, Crsasn te anpointed overseer of the Road from 
Simons Creek to Sugzgsville. 


Ordered that Johm Bottis be appointed overseer of the Road from 
Suggsvilie to Williem Campbells. 


Ordered that Obadiah Smith te aopointed overseer of the Road fron 
16th Section to Jacksons Creek. 


Ordered that Giles Cramman te appointed overseer of thse Road from 
Jacksons Creek to Clarksville, 


Ordered that Josmia Charman be appointed overseer of the Read fram 
Jacicsoms Creek to J. ©, Create 


Ordered that Je ¢, Creash be appointed overseer of the Road frm 
Je G. Croazh to Creachs Bridzss 


Ordsred that David M. Jarvis be appointed overseer of ths Road 
from Creashs Dridge to Coffesvillsa, 


Ordered that Tnhamas Pace be appointed overseer of the Road from 
durrells ferry toe the 10th Township on the Road from Linden, 


Ordered tat John Enicht be appointed cverseer of tha Road from the 
10%h Township to the Northern Boundary line of Clarks County. 


Orcersd that Alexander Xilpatriok be appointed overseer of the 
Road fron Dabney Edeards to McCartrs ferry. 


rdered that Ceorge B, Malors be appointed overseer of the Road 
from Coffeeville to Starks nill creek, 


Crcered that Simson Fogsrs be avpointed oversser of? the Road 

fron Starks mill creek to McGrews ferry. 

Ordered thas John Dixon 52 upvointed cverseer o 
Po 


ths 8th Wile Post to Panes old place. 


Ordered that Joseph Vincert be appointed overseer of ths Road 
from the 8 Mile Post tc Loftins Store, 
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Crdered that Samoel Forward be appointed overseer of the Road 
fron Claibourn Road to Forwards Landing. 


Ordsred that G, N. Lyles be appointed overseer of the Road from 
Lofsins Store to Champions Cin. 


Ordered that James Gordon be appointed overseer of the Road from 
Sugesville to Hamptons old place. 


Ordared that Dectin webb be appointed Commissioner to act in place 
of L. 2, Wosle one of the Commissioners to lay off a road fram 
NMacen by way of Richard Dickinson to intersect the Linden Road 


at or nsar Dabney Edwards, 


Ordered that Ve Me. dower, Ne %e Eamilton and James M, Wilson be 
appointed appcrtiorers af hands in Captain Jacksoa Heat No. 1, 


Ordered that James Furlow, Abel HE, Dubose and Devic Taylor te 
appointed apportioners of hands in the Jackson Beat Noe 2e 


Ordered that 3. UW, Harr oo John D, Yarvey, and Edmimed Whatley 
ba appointed anportioners of hands in the Su¢; sgsville Feat Us. % 


Ordersd tras Je Be Kirkxlanc, William Hill and Thomas Portis be 
aopointed azpertionsra of Lands in Imrshes Boat Noe 4e 


Ordered that John Painter, Huch Trawick and Burrell Clinton be 
appointed apsortioners of hands in the Choctaw Corner Beat No. Se 


Ordered thes Richard Dictrinson, Abram Walker and Henry Fhite be 
appointad azcortioners of hands in Captain Carleton Beat Noe 6. 


Ordered that Joseph Toland, James Thornton and Gross Scruggs be 
appointed apportioners of bends in the Coffesville Boat Nos Te 


Ordered that Kindrack Ford, John Bowler and William Coates be 
appointed anportioners of hands in the Clarksville Beat No. dG. 


Ordered thas Janes He Curtis, Asas 3oswell and Isham Kinbrell 
be appointed apportiorsrs ce hands in the Facon Beat Hoe De 
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